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1. OVERVIEW 
1.1. Who are the targeted users of the LEAD? 
 
 Non-native speakers of English (students and/or researchers) who have to write 

academic texts in English (term papers, dissertations, reports, research articles) and have 

some difficulty using words and sequences of words typical of academic English, 

although they already have a higher intermediate to advanced level of English.  

 Teachers of English as a Foreign/Second Language who can use the dictionary as a 

reference tool in addition to general dictionaries and/or as a companion resource within 

the framework of an English for Academic Purposes (EAP) course.  

1.2. How can I access the information included in the LEAD? 
 

One of the key features of the LEAD is that is makes full use of the capabilities afforded by the 

electronic medium in terms of multiplicity of access modes. The dictionary can be used:  

 as a semasiological dictionary (from word to meaning): users can look up the exact 

meaning of academic words and find out how they are used in context.  

 as an onomasiological dictionary (from meaning/concept to word) via a list of typical 

rhetorical or organisational functions in academic discourse (e.g. how to conclude a 

text, contrast ideas, refer to figures, etc.). This access mode provides users with lists of 

words and phrases that can be used to express a particular function, thereby helping 

them to widen their lexical repertoire.  

 as a semi-bilingual dictionary: the English words and phrases can be accessed via 

their translation equivalents in the user’s mother tongue.  

 as a writing aid: using the “highlighter” function, users can copy-paste their own text 

on the interface and get direct access to the dictionary entries of all the academic words 

and phrases they have used to check whether they have used them appropriately. The 

highlighter also highlights potential errors in the text and gives direct access to error 

notes.  
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1.3 What kind of help can I expect from the LEAD?  
 

 Type of help provided Type of questions users may have 

 
Word 
search 

Meanings and uses of words 
+ 

Error and warning notes 
+ 

Exercises on specific words 

 What is the meaning of a case in point? 
 What is the typical position of however?  
 What are the verbs that are typically used 

with the noun conclusion? 

 
 
 
 

Search by 
function 

List of different words used 
to  
 conclude 
 contrast 
 refer to graphs/tables 
 etc. 

+ 
Exercises on range of words 
typically used to express a 
specific function 

 
 

 What words or phrases can I use to refer to 
what an author has written other than by 
using the author says/shows that? 

 What words other than because can I use to 
express a ‘cause’?  
 

 
Search by 
translation 

Access to English words from 
the LEAD via their 

translation equivalents in 
French, Dutch, Spanish or 

Chinese 

 What are the English equivalents of the 
French verb causer?  

 What are the English equivalents of the 
Dutch noun voorbeeld?  

 
Highlighter 

Copy-paste your own text: 
automatic highlighting of 

academic words and 
hyperlinks to definition and 

use + potential errors 

 Are the academic words in my text used 
appropriately?  

 Does the dictionary contain warnings or error 
notes for some of the academic words I have 
used?    

 
Corpus 
search 

1) More authentic examples 
of words/sequences of 
words from the LEAD  

2) Authentic examples of 
words/sequences of words 
not included in the LEAD 

 
  How is the word market used? With which 

other words is it frequently used?  
  Which is more common: rate of 

unemployment or unemployment rate?  
 

 
 

Exercises 

Exercises on 
 specific words 
 common functions in 

academic writing 
(give examples, 
contrast, etc.) 

 translation exercises 

 Does the dictionary contain an exercise on 
the difference between like and as? 

 Can I practise words and phrases used to 
compare and contrast ideas?  

 Is there an exercise on the different 
translation equivalents of the French word 
comme in English?  
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Answers to the questions 

1) Word search  

 What is the meaning of the expression a case in point?  

 

Figure 1: Meaning of a case in point 

  

 What is the typical position of however?  

 

Figure 2: Position of however in a sentence 
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 What are the verbs that are typically used with the noun conclusion? 

 

Figure 3: Verbs used with conclusion 

2) Search by function 

  What words or phrases can I use to refer to what an author has written other than by 
using the author says/writes that? 

 

 

Figure 4: Words and phrases used for quoting and reporting 
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  What words other than because can I use to express a ‘cause’?  
 

 

Figure 5: Words or phrases used to express cause and effect 
 
3) Search by translation 

 

 What are the English equivalents of the French verb causer? 
 

 

 
Figure 6: English translation equivalents of the French verb causer 
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 What are the English equivalents of the Dutch noun voorbeeld?  

Figure 7: English translation equivalents of the Dutch noun voorbeeld 
 

4) Highlighter 

  Are the academic words in my text used appropriately?  

Figure 8: Automatic access to lexical entries in the Highlighter tool 
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 Does the dictionary contain warnings or error notes for some of the academic words I 
have used?     

Figure 9: Warnings and error notes in the Highlighter tool 
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5) Corpus Search 
 

 How is the noun market used? With which other words is it frequently used?  
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Figure 10: Examples of frequent premodifiers of market: labor and competitive 

 

 Which is more common: rate of unemployment or unemployment rate? 
 
 

 
Figure 11: Comparison of the frequency of rate of unemployment and unemployment rate 
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6) Exercises 

 Does the dictionary contain an exercise on the difference between like and as? 
 

 

Figure 12:  Exercise on as and like 
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 Can I practise words and phrases used to compare and contrast ideas?  
 

 

 

Figure 13: List of exercises on ‘Compare and contrast: Describing differences’ 
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Figure 14: Multiple choice exercise on ‘Compare and contrast’ 
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 Is there an exercise on the different translation equivalents of the French word comme 
in English? 

 

 

Figure 15: Exercise on the translation of French comme 

 

1.4 What kinds of words can I expect to find in the dictionary? 
 

Types of words you will find: 

In the LEAD you will exclusively find words and groups of words that are very often used in 

academic texts, whatever the discipline (currently linguistics, psychology, business, medicine, 

etc.). This includes:  

 Nouns: abstract nouns such as argument, issue or evidence, nouns used to refer to text 

elements such as term, figure or chart, etc. 

 Verbs: verbs that are typically used to argue or report results, such as argue, reveal, 

appear, mental verbs such as assess, examine or interpret, etc.  
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 Adjectives: adjectives used to express relationships between ideas such as additional, 

alternative or following or to express judgements such as adequate, prime or critical, 

etc.  

 Adverbs: especially adverbs used to structure your text such as consequently, however 

or therefore or to evaluate such as adequately, arguably or presumably, etc. 

 Complex prepositions such as contrary to, irrespective of or in view of and complex 

conjunctions such as as long as or given that. 

Rigorous methods have been used to identify the words included in the LEAD and the way they 

are used. A large number of research articles written by expert writers in many  disciplines were 

examined to identify the most frequent words and sequences of words typical of academic 

discourse and determine the way these are used by expert writers. The dictionary currently has 

c.1, 200 entries but words are being added on a continuous basis. Suggestions are welcome (cf. 

‘Contact us’ box) 

Types of words you will not find: 

 Technical words and phrases that are specific to your discipline such as market 

(economics) or liposome (medicine) are not included in the LEAD. You will find 

information on these kinds of words in more technical dictionaries.  

 You should also not expect to find in the LEAD everyday words that are not specific 

to academic discourse such as rich, live or chair. For this purpose, you had better 

consult general dictionaries.  

 When the word or phrase you search for does not have an entry in the dictionary, you will 

be automatically directed to the word in the online Macmillan Dictionary.     
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1.5 How is the dictionary organised?  
 

      Selection of discipline                  Copy‐paste your own text                            Access exercises on common 
        and mother tongue                       to highlight academic words                       functions in academic writing                 
                                                 and potential errors 
   
                                                  

      

LEAD   Search by word   Highlighter   Corpus search   Exercises 

 

 

   Access the LEAD by word,      Retrieve more examples of words 
   function or translation        from the LEAD and words that have  
            no entry in the LEAD 

  

Figure 16: Organisation of the LEAD       

 

1.6 Does the dictionary provide the same information for all users?  
 

The information included in the LEAD is not exactly the same for all users. The content is 

adapted to the user’s native language (currently French, Dutch, Spanish and Chinese) and 

discipline (linguistics, literature, sociology, anthropology, education, psychology, economics, 

business, law, political science and medicine).  

In order to get access to information specific to your profile, you should select your discipline 

and specify your language background before using the dictionary or via the “welcome” header 

of the menu.  

 Note that if you select “general EAP” as a discipline on the homepage, you will get 

examples from various different disciplines.  
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Figure 17: LEAD homepage: selection of discipline and mother tongue  

 

1) Native language 

 Via the SEARCH BY TRANSLATION tool, users can get access to English words from 

the LEAD by entering their translation equivalents in their native language. 

 Users can also get access to specific notes on errors that are typically made by learners 

with the same native language such as the erroneous translation of the French 

‘prétendre’ by its false friend ‘pretend’ (see Figure 18). 

 

Figure 18: Warning note on the translation of the French verb prétendre 

2) Discipline 

 Examples you get by clicking on ‘collocations’ and ‘lexical bundles’ (see Figure 19) 

are extracted from research articles from your own discipline. As a result, the examples 

provided are more relevant for users. 
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Figure 19: Access to discipline-specific examples  

 

2. DETAILED DESCRIPTION 
 

2.1.WORD SEARCH  
 

 What kinds of words can I search for in the WORD SEARCH tool?  
 

Words included in 
the LEAD 

Examples Words not included 
in the LEAD 

Examples 

Cross-disciplinary  
academic words 

 words 
 Nouns 
 Verbs 
 Adjectives 
 Prepositions 
 Conjunctions 

 
 sequences of 

words 
 

 
 
 
issue, argument, scope 
claim, quote, argue 
significant, relevant 
as regards, besides 
albeit, since, whereas 
 
it seems that, as far as 
... is concerned, on the 
other hand 
 

General English 
words 
 
 
Discipline-specific 
academic words  

afraid, alcohol, 
desire 
 
market 
(economics) 
testimony (law), 
memory 
(psychology) 

 

 

 Does the dictionary provide some information on words for which there is no 
lexical entry in the LEAD?   
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There are no entries for general English words and discipline-specific English words in the 

LEAD. However, the dictionary provides examples extracted from a corpus of expert texts in 

your discipline, which will allow you to form an idea of the frequency and use of the word.  
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What type of information does a word entry in the WORD SEARCH tool typically give?  
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Figure 20: Information included in dictionary entries 

 

 Where can I find examples that are specific to my discipline?  
 

 Examples users get when clicking on specific collocations or lexical bundles (see figure 

21 below) of the searched word come from academic texts representing their selected 

discipline.  

 

 Examples in the main frame of the word entries are not specific to the user’s discipline. 

These are generic examples, i.e. examples that are easy enough for all users to understand, 

irrespective of their disciplinary background. 

Figure 21: Generic and discipline-specific examples in the LEAD 

 

 Where can I find additional examples?  
 

For example, if the user selects business as his or her main discipline, when clicking on 

the verb collocate of the noun evidence in the right-hand column (see Figure 21 below), 

the user is presented with five examples of the selected word combination (here provide 

+ evidence) from research articles in business in a box that opens in the main frame. 
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You can get more examples of the searched word in context by clicking on the link in the box 

‘More corpus examples from’ at the bottom of the right-hand menu. You will be redirected to a 

page from the CORPUS SEARCH tool and get additional authentic examples from your own 

discipline. 

 

 

Figure 22: More corpus examples of in contrast to in economics 

 Can I get in the LEAD an idea of the words that are frequently used together with 
the word I am looking up? 

 

Each entry of the dictionary provides you with a list of words that are frequently used with the 

searched word. These words are referred to in the LEAD as ‘collocations’.  
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 Collocations are sorted by order of decreasing frequency. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Figure 23: Collocations of the noun issue 

 

 Does the LEAD provide information on larger sequences in which my search word 
is frequently used?  

 

The box “lexical bundles” in the right column of each dictionary entry gives you examples of 

preferential word sequences in which you could use the searched word.  

 

Example: you would like to know which verb can be used with the noun issue. In 

the right column of the dictionary entry of the noun, you get a list of verbs that are 

often used with issue in academic writing. For each selected word combination you 

also get access to up to 5 example sentences from academic texts in your discipline. 

 In the ‘collocation’ box of the noun you also get ideas of adjectives you 

can use with the noun issue: important issue, major issue, fundamental 

issue, related issue etc.  

Example 1: when looking at the sequences of words in which argue is often 

used, you can notice that this verb is rather used in passive sequences such 

as it has been argued that, it can be argued that than in actives sequences 

such as some/many people argue that or one can argue that.  



      25 
 

 For each selected lexical bundle you also get access to up to 5 examples sentences from 
academic texts in your discipline. 

 Lexical bundles are sorted by order of decreasing frequency 

 If you click on “(More…)” (see figure 21) you will get more examples of recurrent 
lexical bundles in which the searched word is used.  

 

Figure 24: Lexical bundles of argue 

 Does the LEAD include extra information specifically designed to help users avoid 
frequent errors?  

 

The dictionary explicitly draws users’ attention to a range of problems that non-native speakers 

experience when writing academic texts.  

 Warning boxes 

Common learner errors are addressed in dictionary entries in “warning” boxes which typically 

provide a description of an attested learner error, followed by an indication of the form that should 

have been used instead.  

 The error is illustrated in an authentic learner sentence and corrected.  
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Figure 25: Warning note on the use of even if 

 ‘Be careful!’ notes 

In some dictionary entries, you may also encounter “Be careful!” notes on:  

 Problems of ‘register’: the following note (see Figure 26) warns you against the use of 

of course in academic writing, showing you on a chart that this adverb is much more 

frequently used in speech than in academic texts.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 26: ‘Be careful’ note on the use of of course 
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 Frequency of close synonyms in academic writing: the note on figure 24 shows you that 

the adverb similarly is more frequently used in academic writing than its synonym in 

the same way.  

   

 

 

 

Figure 27: Note on the frequency of similarly and in the same way in academic 
writing 

 

 Other problems linked to frequency of use: the note on Figure 25 compares the position 

of however in learner and expert writing.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 28: ‘Be careful!’ note on the position of however in a sentence 

 

2.2 SEARCH BY FUNCTION  
 

 What is meant by rhetorical/organizational functions?  
 

When writing an academic paper or report, you usually tend to use specific words or sequences 

of words to express particular ‘functions’ such as concluding, referring to tables and graphs, 

reformulating, expressing certainty or possibility, express personal opinion, etc.:  

 When summarising information, for instance, you will use sequences of words such as in 

a nutshell, in brief, to sum up, in short, etc.  
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 When quoting what you have read in the literature you will very likely use specific verbs 

and nouns such as those illustrated in the following sentences: 

 

 Herbert (1978) suggests that conference interpreting began only during the First 

World War, while before that international conferences were held in French. 

 As Davies (1981) has pointed out, speech is the basic tool of the social worker. 

 Poor air quality in passenger aircraft cabins is endangering our health, according to 

a Canadian academic. However, his claims have been attacked by both industry 

groups and a leading aviation health expert, who say it has no foundation in science. 

 How does the SEARH BY FUNCTION tool work?  
 

It has been proved that learners tend to systematically use the same words/sequences of words to 

express a particular function:  

 To introduce an example: they use adverbials such as for instance or for example too 

often whereas they could also use verbs such as illustrate or exemplify, the noun 

illustration or the abbreviation e.g. 

 A defensive strategy is built in order to protect the European market and to try to find 

inside the Community, resources which are comparable to what is offered in the other 

countries (for example cars, raw materials, services, industry ...). 

 A defensive strategy is built in order to protect the European market and to try to find 

inside the Community, resources which are comparable to what is offered in the other 

countries (e.g. cars, raw materials, services, industry ...). 

 

 To express ‘cause’ learners frequently use the adverb because instead of using other 

words such as given (that) or in view of.  

 Nevertheless, because those governments left such an enduring legacy, the limits of 

their policy appraisal need to be stressed. 

 Nevertheless, given that those governments left such an enduring legacy, the limits of 

their policy appraisal need to be stressed. 

 

Via the SEARCH BY FUNCTION tool of the LEAD, you can get access to a list of typical 

rhetorical or organisational functions in academic discourse. Selecting one of these functions 

provides you with a list of words/sequences of words that are typically used to serve this function 
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in academic texts. As shown in Figure 29, words are categorized according to part-of-speech 

(nouns, verbs, adjectives, etc.) and sorted alphabetically. Each word is also clickable and gives 

access to its full lexical entry. 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 29: SEARCH BY FUNCTION tool  

  

For example, you want to find alternatives to the verb explain when reporting 

what someone else has written (e.g. this author explains that…). The dictionary 

(see Figure 29) will not only suggest other verbs such as argue, indicate, maintain 

or point, but will also offer a wide variety of other words/ expressions (not only 

verbs also nouns, prepositions, etc.) that could be used to quote and report: in the 

words of, account, remark, suggestion, according to, etc.  
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2.3 SEARCH BY TRANSLATION  
 

 Can I look up a word in the dictionary via its translation in my mother tongue?  
 

The LEAD can also partially adapt itself to your native language. It is a “semi-bilingual 

dictionary” which allows you to access English words and sequences of words by entering their 

equivalents in your mother tongue (currently French, Dutch, Spanish and Chinese).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 30: Search by translation function 
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2.4 HIGHLIGHTER  
 

 How does the HIGHLIGHTER tool of the LEAD work and why is it very helpful 
for learners?  

 

The LEAD is a tool that users are expected to consult when they have a particular need (e.g. they 

don’t know the meaning of a word or don’t know how to use it). The problem is that there are 

many difficulties of which learners are unaware and that they will therefore not spontaneously 

check in the dictionary. 

  A learner might, for instance, not realise that he/she should not use as a conclusion to 

introduce a conclusion or because at the beginning of a sentence. 

How can the HIGHLIGHER tool of LEAD help solve this problem? 

During or after the writing, users can copy-paste their text on the HIGHLIGHTER section of the 

LEAD. The tool will then automatically highlight all the academic words from the LEAD in the 

text and words that are not correctly used, giving them the opportunity to check the definition of 

those words and identify the way these words are used.  

 Thanks to the HIGHLIGHTER tool of the LEAD (see Figure 31) the learner in the above 

example will be able to notice that he/she should not use because at the beginning of his 

sentence and as a conclusion to introduce his/her conclusion.  

 He could also check if he/she correctly used academic words/sequences of words such as 

according to, subsequently or after all which have an entry in the dictionary.  

All the words that have an entry in the dictionary are clickable and appear in bold blue font; 

phrases are underlined. Potential errors, highlighted in orange, and real errors, highlighted 

in red, are also clickable and give users direct access to the warning/error notes (see Figure 

31.  
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Figure 31: HIGHLIGHTER tool  

 

2.5 CORPUS SEARCH  
 

 What does the CORPUS SEARCH tool give access to?  
 

Via its CORPUS SEARCH tool, the LEAD:   

 

 gives access to more examples of academic words and sequences of words included in 

the LEAD. 

 makes it possible to check how to use words/sequences of words that are not covered in 

the LEAD (e.g. everyday words such as dispose of or smart or discipline-specific terms 

such as monetary (economics) tribunal (law) or subconscious (psychology). 

 

 If you select a specific discipline before entering the dictionary or via the “welcome” header 

of the menu, examples you will get in the CORPUS SEARCH tool will be extracted from 

collections of authentic academic texts from your discipline.  
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 How does the CORPUS SEARCH tool work? 
 

The search interface allows you to query a range of 1-million word discipline-specific 

corpora developed within the framework of the Louvain English for Academic Purposes 

Dictionary (LEAD) project as well as the 15 million word academic component of the 

British National Corpus. 

 

You can access the search tool in two different ways (Figure 32): 

 

1) By clicking on ‘More corpus examples from’ when you have entered a particular search 

item (e.g. in contrast to) using the ‘Search by word’ tab and want to get more examples 

than those that are available in the dictionary entry; 

2) By clicking on ‘Corpus search’ in the main menu bar at the top of the screen. 

 

Figure 33 shows some of the additional examples obtained when clicking on the ‘More corpus 

examples from’ in the entry for in contrast to (total number of hits: 332).  

 

 
Figure 32: Search options 
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Figure 33: Additional corpus examples of in contrast to 
 
By clicking on the Corpus search tab in the main menu bar, it is also possible to effect corpus 

searches independently of any dictionary entry. This option allows you to refine your search. As 

shown in Figure 34, the box in the middle of the search interface (‘Disciplines’) allows you to 

select one or more academic disciplines. The box to the right (‘Scientific journals’) allows you to 

be even more selective and opt to search in one or more specific scientific journals in a given 

discipline. In Figure 34 the search is restricted to Business texts and will be carried out in all the 

business journals as no selection has been made in the ‘Scientific journals’ box. 

 

 
Figure 34: Search scope: disciplines and journals 



      35 
 

 
It is possible to search for general academic words that have an entry in the dictionary and those 

that don’t. It is also possible to search for English for Specific Purposes (ESP) terms in the 

discipline-specific corpora (e.g. contract enforcement in Law or prepositional phrase in 

Linguistics).  

 

As shown in Figure 35, you can carry out two kinds of search: Simple search or Advanced search. 

Figure 36 illustrates the search for the connector therefore in the whole EAP corpus using the 

‘Simple search’ function. The search returns 8,498 occurrences of the searched word. 

 

Figure 35: Simple and Advanced search 
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Figure 36: Simple search: therefore 
 

The concordance lines can be sorted in three different ways using the ‘sort’ module (red box in 

Figure 35):  

(i) Clicking on the first button in the ‘sort’ menu sorts all the concordance lines by the words that 

appear to the left of the search string (e.g. in a left sort of contrary, occurrences of on the contrary 

will be displayed before occurrences of quite the contrary and to the contrary); 

(ii) Clicking on the second button in the ‘sort’ menu sorts the concordance lines according to the 

search string itself (e.g. occurrences of However used initially with a capital H will be grouped 

separately from occurrences of however with lower case h); 

(iii) Finally, if the user clicks on the third ‘sort’ button, the tool will sort the concordance lines 

according to the words that appear to the right of the search string (e.g. in a right sort of result, 

occurrences of result from will be displayed before instances of result of). 

 

As shown in Figure 37, the Advanced Search option allows you to search not only for word forms 

but also for lemmas. As appears from the results displayed at the bottom of the figure, the search 

does not only return the form discuss but also other forms of the lemma DISCUSS (discussed, 

discussing).  
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Figure 37: Advanced search for the lemma DISCUSS 
 

 What can I do if I don’t find any instances of a word/ sequence of words in the 
CORPUS SEARCH tool?  

 

Instead of restricting your search to a specific discipline, you could select “general EAP”. You 

will then have access to a larger number of authentic texts, which will probably increase your 

chances of finding the word/sequence of words you want to check.  
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2.6 EXERCISES 
 

 What kinds of exercises are included in the LEAD and how can I have access to 
these exercises? 

 

The LEAD dictionary also aims to help non-native speakers consolidate or test their knowledge 

of academic vocabulary and currently includes c. 45 exercises available from: 

(1) Lexical entries of words in the WORD SEARCH tool: some lexical items have been 

found to be particularly error-prone and specific exercises target learners’ difficulties. For 

example, the LEAD not only describes the common confusion between ‘on the other hand’ 

and ‘on the contrary’ or between ‘i.e.’ and ‘e.g.’ in error notes but also offers exercises 

that target these specific problems. 
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Figure 38: Exercises available in the lexical entries of the LEAD 
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(2) The ‘Search by function’ access mode: rhetorical functions are accompanied by a 

number of exercises that cover a whole range of lexical items typically used to express 

them. 

 

 

 

Figure 39: Exercises available from the SEARCH BY FUNCTION tool  

 
(3) The ‘Exercise’ page: via the ‘Exercises’ tab you can also have access to exercises on 

common rhetorical functions (compare and contrast, give examples, quote and report, 

etc.).  
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Figure 40: Exercises on rhetorical functions via the EXERCICES page 
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