Ravideva (Kerala, 9"-10" c.), Raksasakavya with ttka
Christophe VIELLE, University of Louvain

The Raksasakavya (sometimes given as Kavyaraksasa) is a short, trickily convoluted, lyric nature
poem in 20 stanzas, seen by D. R. Mankad (see ref. M below) as a fine specimen of paryayakavya
(according to Abhinavagupta). On manuscript evidence, following P. K. Gode,' it must be dated
before AD 1000. It is ascribed to one Ravideva from Kerala (malayadesa-janman, in the colophon
here given), whom I propose, like M. Winternitz, to identify with Ravi, the father of the yamaka-
poet Vasudeva, being possibly also the “friend of [king] Kulasekhara”.”

The text has been here established on the basis of Hoefer’s text (editio princeps) compared with
the text of several other available editions or manuscripts (see list infra). Each stanza is followed by
a critical apparatus in Roman script with the variant readings. The text of the f7ka (whose ascription
to the poet himself remains doubtful in its present state)’ relies on Hoefer’s edition only, slightly
corrected when needed, and with a few additions in brackets (‘< >").

Sigla:

H = Kavyaraksasam sattkam, ed. Karl Gustav HOEFER, Sanskrit Lesebuch mit Benutzung
handschriftlicher Quellen, Berlin : Besser, 1849, pp. 86-93.

C = Raksasakavyam, ed. Johannes HABERLIN, Kavyasamgrahah, Calcutta, 1861 (VS 1918), pp.
586-589 (= 2™ augm. ed. of Id., Kdvya-sangraha, Calcutta : W. Thacker, 1847).

K = Vidvadvinodakavyam, ed. Haridas Hirachand, Kavya Kalapa, Number First, Bombay : Ganpat
Krishnaji’s Press, 1864, pp. 137-139.

! See P. K. Gode, “Date of Raksasa Kavya or Kavyaraksasa — Before A.D. 1000”, Journal of Indian History, Madras,
vol. 19/3, 1940, pp. 312-319, repr. in 1d. Studies in Indian Literary History, vol. 1, Bombay (Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan,
Shri Bahadur Singh Singhi Memoirs no. 4), 1953, pp. 195-202.

? See on the problem, K. Kunjunni Raja, The Contribution of Kerala to Sanskrit Literature, 2™ ed., University of
Madras (Madras University Sanskrit Series no. 23), 1980, pp. 6 and 22-23. Note the use here, in stanzas 1, 5, 16 and 20,

of the rare word na “man” (nr) also used in Yudhisthiravijaya 8.15 (na kau kah), Tripuradahana 2.50 (Subhakarma na),
Saurikathodaya 3.30 (adhiko na manyah) and Nalodaya 1.2 (yo jani na), all works ascribed to Vasudeva (or Ravideva).

3 Both the text and the ttka are ascribed to Ravideva in the colophons of the Mss. of Berlin (Cat. Weber 1853, p. 170
no. 580, cf. ed. Hoefer), Jammu (Cat. Stein p. 72 no. 1116 = S.RanbirS.R.I. Descr. Cat. II, 1973, pp. 318-9 no. 139 — the
text itself of the colophon of “Jammu MS. no. 1118 [sic]” is to be found in Keith Cat. IO 193511, p. 1116 fn. 1,
therefrom reproduced by Gode JIH 19, 1940, p. 317 fn. 1 = St. Ind. Lit. Hist. 11953, p. 200 fn. 1), Poona (B.O.R.I.
Descr. Cat. 13/2, 1942, p. 275 no. 610 = Peterson’s Report VI 1895-98, p. 87 no. 328), and also, following the NCC
(23,2011, p. 194) where Ravideva’s commentary is entitled Sajjananandadayint, Ahmedabad (L.D.I. Cat. II 1965, pp.
642-3 no. 5011), Baroda (Alph. Ind. IT 1950, pp. 1032-3 no. 638), Hoshiarpur (V.V.R.I. Cat. I 1959, p. 225 no.? 5 mss.),
Jaipur (R.O.R.I. Cat. XI 1984, p.? no. 3635), Lahore (PUL Cat. II 1941, p. 265 no. 4560-61) and Ujjain (Cat. IT 1941, p.
32 no.?).Is is has been made recently possible to check online the five mss. previously in Hoshiarpur and now in
Lalchand Research Library, DAV College, Chandigarh: in fact only the mss. no. 772 and 5431, both ones originally
from Lahore, have the Ravideva ascription (see http://www.dav .splrarebooks.com/collection/view/Rakshasakavya-
Sateekam1 and 3: iti Srimahakavina malayadeSajanmand Sriravidevena viracitam raksasakavyam
vilmS$atilhrdyapadyasametam budhajanamanasanandadayint raksasakavyatika ca samapta, with emendation = same as
in the Jammu ms., that is a synthetic colophon, so slightly differing from the distinct ones — one for the poem and the
other for the commentary, as edited here); the three other not (that is the no. 739, 777 — despite the fact that the
decriptive labels of both give Ravideva as the granthakartta, and 5089).



J = Raksasakavyam, ed. Pandit Jibananda Vidyasagara, Kavyasangraha, Calcutta : New Indian
Press, 1872, pp. 572-576 (based on C; Jc = new ed. [‘3'"’] by the same together with his own
vyakhya, Kavyasamgrahah, vol. 3, Calcutta : Sarasvati Press, 1888, pp. 343-353, repr. 1900 and
1907).

P = Raksasakavyam, sattkam, ed. Kasinath Pandurang Parab, Bombay : Nirnaya Sagar Press, 1911
(‘3ed.’; 1" ed. in 1890, 2™ in 1900, 4™ in 1917, 6™ in 1935; apparently a very first ed. by the same
with the title sattkam nisacarakavyam was already issued in Sake 1806 = AD 1885).

M = Buddhivinodakavyam [sattkam], ed. D .R. Mankad, “Buddhivinodakavyam (A specimen of
Paryayakavya)”, Indian Historical Quarterly 12,1936, pp. 692-700.

D = [Raksasakavyam], Dacca Ms. collated by S.K. De, “On the Identity of the Buddhi-vinoda-
kavya”, IHQ 13,1937, pp. 172-176.

T = Raksasakavyam [sattkam], ed. Pandit Tediytr S. Krsnamarti Sastri, Thanjavur : Tanjore
Sarasvati Mahal Library Series no. 377, 1997.

U = Kavyaraksasam [sattkam], University of Pennsylvania Ms. Col. 390, item 1505, online:

http://hdl.library.upenn.edu/1017/d/medren/9967589903503681

The following editions have not been collated:
¢ lith. ed. with an anonymous gloss, 10 ff, Benares, VS 1931 = AD 1874, and VS 1942 = AD 1885;
* Bombay ed. with Sanskrit commentary and Hindi transl., 31 pp., Sake 1816 = AD 1895 (Cat.
Barnett BM 1892-1906, p. 284), apparently the same as the one thereafter issued at the
LaksmivenkateSvara Press, VS 1959 = AD 1902, and the Sriveflkateévara Press, VS 1972 = AD
1915;
* ed. with Hindi transl. and com., Narsinghpur : Sarasvati Vilasa Press, 1908 (Cat. 10 1951, p.
1310);
* ed. with an Hindi word-by-word interpretation and translation and an English translation by Raja
Prthvipala Simha of Surajpur, and a Sanskrit commentary by Sitarama SastrT, Allahabad : Indian
Press, VS 1966 = AD 1909 (Cat. Barnett BM 1906-28, pp. 840-1,10 1951, p. 1310);
e ed. in Telugu script, with a Telugu commentary, Madras : Vavilla Press, 1926 (Cat. IO 1951, p.
1310);
* ed. with commentary by Yaska Srinavakisorakara SastrT, Benares : Chowkhamba Sanskrit Series
Office, Haridas Sanskrit Series no. 73, 1938 (VS 1995), 2" ed. 1965.

There is also a valuable Italian translation and commentary by Ferdinando Belloni-Filippi, “Il

Poema Demoniaco (Raksasakavyam)”, issued in the Giornale della societa america asiatica

italiana 19, 1906, pp. 83-102.
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