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Ravideva (Kerala, 910" ¢.), Ri@ksasakdvya with Zﬂ(d
Christophe VIELLE, University of Louvain

The Raksasakiivya (sometimes given as Kavyardksasa) is a
short, trickily convoluted, lyric nature poem in 20 stanzas, seen
by D. R. Mankad (see ref. M below) as a fine specimen of
paryayakavya (according to Abhinavagupta). On manuscript
evidence, following P. K. Gode, it must be dated before AD
1000. It is ascribed to one Ravideva from Kerala (malayadesa-
Janman, in the colophon here given), whom I propose, like M.
Winternitz, to identify with Ravi, the father of the yamaka-poet
Vasudeva, being possibly also the “friend of [king]
Kulasekhara”.

The text has been here established on the basis of
Hoefer’s text (editio princeps) compared with the text of
several other available editions or manuscripts (see list infra).
Each stanza is followed by a critical apparatus in Roman script
with the variant readings. The text of the (ika (whose ascription
to the poet himself remains doubtful in its present state) relies
on Hoefer’s edition only, slightly corrected when needed, and
with a few additions in brackets (‘<>").

Sigla:H = Kavyardksaasam satikam, ed. Karl Gustav Hoefer,
Sanskrit Lesebuch mit Benutzung handschrifilicher Quellen,
Berlin : Besser, 1849, pp. 86-93.

C = Raksasakavyam, ed. Johannes Hiberlin, Kﬁvyasamgzahép,
Calcutta, 1861 (VS 1918), pp. 586-589 (= 2™ augm. ed. of Id.,
Kavya-sangraha, Calcutta : W. Thacker, 1847).
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K = Vidvadvinodakavyam, ed. Haridas Hirachand, Kavya
Kalapa, Number First, Bombay : Ganpat Krishnaji’s Press,
1864, pp. 137-139.

J = Raksasakavyam, ed. Pandit Jibananda Vidyasagara,
Kavyasangraha, Calcutta : New Indian Press, 1872, pp. 572-
576 (based on C; Jc = new ed. [‘3"] by the same together with
his own vyakhyd, Kavyasamgrahah, vol. 3, Calcutta : Sarasvati
Press, 1888, pp. 343-353, repr. 1900 and 1907).

P = desasakc’zvyam, sattkam, ed. Kasiath Pandurang Parab,
Bombay : Nirnaya Sagar Press, 1911 (‘3" ed.’; 1% ed. in 1890,

- 2" in 1900, 4™ in 1917, 6™ in 1935; apparently a very first ed.

by the same with the title satikam nisacarakavyam was already
issued in Sake 1806 = AD 1885).

M = Buddhivinodakavyam [satikam], ed. D.R. Mankad,
“Buddhivinodakavyam (A specimen of Paryayakavya)”,
Indian Historical Quarterly 12, 1936, pp. 692-700.

D = [Raksasakavyam], Dacca Ms. collated by S.K. De, “On the

Identity of the Buddhi-vinoda-kavya”, IHQ 13, 1937, pp.
172-176.

T = Raksasakavyam [sattkam], ed. Pandit Tediyr S.
Krsnamiirti Sastri, Thanjavur : Tanjore Sarasvati Mahal
Library Series no. 377, 1997.

U = Kavyaraksasam [satikam], University of Pennsylvania Ms.
Col. 390, item 1505, online: http://
hdl.library.upenn.edu/1017/d/medren/9967589903503681

The following editions have not been collated:

« lith. ed. with an anonymous gloss, 10 ff, Benares, VS 1931 =

- AD 1874, and VS 1942 = AD 1885;

» Bombay ed. with Sansk_rit commentary and Hindi transl., 31
pp., Sake 1816 = AD 1895 (Cat. Barnett BM 1892-1906, p.
284), apparently the same as the one thereafter issued at the
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• p. 88, after "P. K. Gode", “friend of [king] Kulaśekhara” and "its present state)": 3 footnotes are missing


• com. to 4:
goṣu raṣmiṣu → raśmiṣu
रष्मिषु > रश्मिषु
• com. to 5:
[tad atmā yasya sa candraḥ] → ātma
 अत्मा > आत्मा
• com. to  6:
īkṣaṇāni netrāni → netrāṇi
 नेत्रानि > नेत्राणि
• com. to 7:
kṣīradāḥ gāvaḥ → kṣīradā
 क्षीरदाः > क्षीरदा
• com. to  9:
[giri]guhāsu stithaḥ san | → sthitaḥ
स्तिथः > स्थितः
• stanza 16 :

आक्रीदते > आक्रीडते
and  in the commentary

आक्रीदते मधुकलः > : आक्रीडते मधुकलः
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Laksmivenkatesvara Press, VS 1959 = AD 1902, and the
Srivenkatesvara Press, VS 1972 = AD: 1915;

° ed. with Hindi transl. and com., Narsinghpur : Sarasvati
Vilasa Press, 1908 (Cat. 10 1951, p. 1310);

¢ ed. with an Hindi word-by-word interpretation and translation

and an English translation by Raja Prthvipila Simha of

Surajpur, and a Sanskrit commentary. by Sitarama Sastri,
Allahabad : Indian Press, VS 1966 = AD 1909 (Cat. Barnett
BM 1906-28, pp. 840-1, 10 1951, p. 1310);

ced. in Telugu script, with a Telugu commentary, Madras :
Vavilla Press, 1926 (Cat. 10 1951, p. 1310);

ced. with commentary by Yaska SrinavakiSorakara Sastr,
Benares : Chowkhamba Sanskrit Series Office, Haridas
Sanskrit Series no. 73, 1938 (VS 1995), 2 ed. 1965.

There is also a valuable Italian translation and commentary
by Ferdinando Belloni-Filippi, “Il Poema Demoniaco
(Raksasakavyam)”, issued in the Giornale della societa
america asiatica italiana 19, 1906, pp. 83-102.
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