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Table A1. Populist attitudes indicators based on the European Social Survey 

Indicator ESS Questions Score 
range 

Distrust of 
institutions 

Please tell me how much you personally trust each of the institutions: 
1. Country’s parliament 
2. Political parties 
3. Politicians 

 
0-10 
0-10 
0-10 

Anti-
immigration 

1. Would you say it is generally bad or good for your country's economy that 
people come to live here from other countries? 
2. Would you say that your country’s cultural life is generally undermined or 
enriched by people coming to live here from other countries? 
3. Would you say that your country’s cultural life is generally undermined or 
enriched by people coming to live here from other countries? 

 
0-10 

 
0-10 

 
0-10 

Authoritarianism 

Now I will briefly describe some people. Please listen to each description and tell 
me how much each person is or is not like you: 
1. Important to behave properly 
2. Important to live in secure and safe surroundings 
3. Important that government is strong and ensures safety 
4. Important to follow traditions and customs 
5. Important to do what is told and follow rules 

 
 

0-6 
0-6 
0-6 
0-6 
0-6 

Note: To compute the ‘distrust of institutions’ and ‘anti-immigration’ indicators, the original scale order (0-10) 
is reordered to (10-0). 
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