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Abstract

Kidney transplantation (KT) is the best treatment for patients with kidney failure, associated with
improved survival and quality of life compared with maintenance dialysis. However, despite constant
improvements in the assessment and management of the alloimmune response, KT patients
frequently demonstrate a reduced estimated glomerular filtration rate. Therefore, the usual
complications of chronic kidney disease (CKD), such as anemia, hypertension, metabolic acidosis,
hyperkalemia, or persistent secondary hyperparathyroidism, are highly prevalent after KT. However,
their underlying mechanisms are different in the transplant setting (compared with the
nontransplanted CKD population), and management recommendations are based on relatively poor-
quality data. In recent years, new therapies have emerged, significantly improving kidney and
cardiovascular outcomes of non-KT patients with CKD. Whether those new drugs could improve the
outcomes of KT patients has largely been under investigated so far. In this review, we will address the
challenges of the management of a KT patient with a reduced estimated glomerular filtration rate,
cover the published evidence, and highlight the critical knowledge gaps.
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