Where Did The 10 Shekels
Go?

Understanding MT Ezekiel 45:12 and its LXX translation



Ezekiel 45:12 in the MT
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10 “You shall have honest balances, an honest ephah, and an honest bath. 1! The
ephah and the bath shall be of the same measure, the bath containing one-tenth of
a homer and the ephah one-tenth of a homer; the homer shall be the standard
measure. 2 The shekel shall be twenty gerahs. Twenty shekels, twenty-five

shekels, and fifteen shekels shall make a mina for you.



Ezekiel 45:12 in the MT

* Weights and Measurements?

* Insertions from a different source?
* N WK NRIRN0 NRT as Wiederaufnahme

* Calculating the mina
e 20+25+15
* Often seen as strange



The “strange” way of calculating the mina

« Why 20 + 25 + 15 ?

* Should nwnm MY
be N nwnn?

» Why is the last 5P
written in the singular?

- Look at the Septuagint



The LXX of Ezekiel

* Complex translation,
likely dated to the 2" century BCE

* Signs of adaptation to a Hellenistic context
* Likely different Hebrew Vorlage at times

* However, this section has few
differences due to a different Vorlage



Ezekiel 45:10-12 (LXX)

10 \ /4 \ / /4 \ ~ /4 bl 4 ¢ ~ 11 \

Quyos dixatog xal uetpov dlxatov xal Xomg Oxalo E0Tw Oulv. ' T
UeTpoY xat 1) )QOWL,Z buolwg uta Eotat ToY Aapfdve: o déxatov Tol youop
7 Xow‘ti, xal To 0exaTov Tol youop T UETPoV, TPog TO Youop egtal loov., '
xal T0 atafutov eixoat ofoAol: ol mevTe alxdol TEVTE, xal ol d0éxa gixAol
O€xa, xal TeVTNXovTa aixdol  wvé Eotal DUy,

0 You should have a just balance and a just measure and a just
choenix. " The measure and the choenix shall likewise be one to
receive; the choenix shall be a tenth of the gomor, and the measure
shall be the tenth of the gomor; to the gomor it shall be equal. 12
And the stathmion shall be twenty obols; five shekels shall be five
and ten shekels shall be ten and fifty shekels shall be one mina for

you.



Ezekiel 45:12 — between MT and LXX
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The shekel shall be twenty gerahs. Twenty shekels, twenty-five shekels,
and fifteen shekels shall make a mina for you

\ \ / b]4 ) /4 ¢ /4 /4 / \ ¢ /4 /4
xal T0 atafutov eixoat ofoAol: ol mevTe alxdol TEVTE, xal ol 0éxa gixAol
O€xa, xal TEVTXOVTA gixAol 1) uvé Eatal VUIV.

And the stathmion shall be twenty obols; five shekels shall be five
and ten shekels shall be ten and fifty shekels shall be one mina for
you.



Ezekiel 45:12 — between MT and LXX
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The shekel shall be twenty gerahs. Twenty shekels, twenty-five shekels,
and fifteen shekels shall make a mina for you

\ \ 14 bl 4 9 14 ¢ 14 14 14 \ ¢ 14 14
xal T0 otabulov elxoat 6foAol: ol mEVTe gixAol mEVTE, xal ol Oexa alxAol
OEX. ol TTEVTNXOVTA TIXAOL Y WY& EaTot DULY.

9

And the stathmion shall be twenty obols; five shekels shall be five
and ten shekels shall be ten and fifty shekels shall be one mina for
you.



Ezekiel 45:12 — between MT and LXX
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The shekel shall be twenty gerahs. Twenty shekels, twenty-five shekels,
and fifteen shekels shall make a mina for you
1 mina = »:»+-5260 shekels

xal T aTabulov eixoot ofBool:
xal TEVTYXoVTa aixAol 1) uvd Eotal UUIV.

And the stathmion shall be twenty obols;
fifty shekels shall be one mina for

you.
1 mina =50 shekels



The Multiple Minae of the Zenon Papyri

e Zenon of Kaunos
e Merchant active around 250-230 BCE

* Many papyrus documents found

* Much information on economic activity in
Hellenistic Egypt in the 3@ century BCE



P. Cair. Zen. 4 59782a — COLUMN IX

139 / ta mavt[a] [eis TO0 adTo] 139 make all of this
7 ’ s . .
140 g197pou 7~ 0§ UV €07 140 jron: talents 76 minae 5 % 1/8
141 dtddopov da TO THL N xat A oTaTApwt w dvyAdadat 141 the difference because of 8 and 30 staters minae to use
142 301 [t mAelw wapc‘t TOY O'Tae(.va ~] 'n'ap& TO ~ w L 0" '*2and of which the full from the weight talent from the talent minae 11 %
142a Tt 0% TS MV 7~ 1O v 1€/ 7 o v xe O'n° 1422 from all the talents 14 minae 16 make talents 90 minae 21 % 1/8

%3 and steel: talents 9 minae 8 2 74 1/8 talents 8 minae 19 2 /4 1/38
144 and of which the full besides the weight talent
145 different talent 1 minae 42 % % makes steel talents 10 minae 2 % 1/8

143 xal otopwpatos [~ 6 pv n20n] ~ 9 pv 1620y
144 [yeal Gt mAelw mapd TOV oTabudv =]
145 didpopov 7 & v ufBLd’ / aropdpatos 7 Ly Ly’

146 for him iron talents 90 minae 21 % 1/8

146 gic 70 aUTO T10%)PoY 7~ ¢ v xa 0’ 2%1/8
By I 147 steel talents 10 minae 21 % Y%
147 gropwpatos 7~ t v [xa £0°] 148 the difference of iron minae 38 % 1/8
148 4 4 ’ 57 % 1/8
[5%3,]09[0]1) 0'[15]}gpou Ll 7\7)47) 149 steel talents [.] minae 8 4 1/8

149 [ot]opwyaros ~...[.] wv [10'']



P. Cair. Zen. 4 59782a — COLUMN IX

140 107)pov 7~ 0g uv €0°N’
141 Jiadopov Ola TO THL N xat A oTATHpwWL KV avnrdaial
142 3ot [or mAelw Tape TOV oTabudv ~] mapd TO & wv e &

1422 mapa OETOMAY RO W IS/ ~ouvxa o’

140 iron: talents 76 minae 5 % 1/8

141 the difference because of 8 and 30 staters minae to use

142 and of which the full from the weight talent from the talent minae 11 %
1422 from all the talents 14 minae 16 make talents 90 minae 21 % 1/8



P. Cair. Zen. 5 59851

1 pog "AdxipLov. 1 to Alkimos
2 EYELS THL AG oTATYpWL 2 you have here 36 staters
wvatt oxadeia 0 ad wy > minas spades 9 from which
4 guvexomy y xal éyeviinoav 3 4 was chopped up 3 and they became 2

[...] [...]

|5

17 0B oratpwt puvdt pv(ds) t 17 32 staters to the mina, minae 10
18 otatipag y 18 staters 3
9 al / v Ag otatipwt wvdt wv § 19 which (becomes) here 36 staters to the

mina, minae 9
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