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1. The main lines of the fans' opinions regarding the
controversy

1.1. A significant majority in favour of a new stadium, with two

preferred scenarios: extension of the Marien stadium and the Bempt

project

10 

Figure 1. Degree of favourability towards the idea of a new stadium and degree of preference given
to different stadium scenarios (on an ascending scale from 1 to 5) 
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1.2. A new, larger stadium with better public transport connections,

to ensure the continued existence of the club and allow it to play

European matches, at the risk of losing its identity and increasing

ticket prices
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Figure 2. Degree of importance attached to the practical improvements which a new stadium could
bring, and to the arguments in favour of and against a new stadium (on an ascending scale from 1
to 5) 

2. The degree of favourability towards a new stadium:
a structuring dimension of positions in terms of
arguments and scenarios
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Figure 3. Circle of correlations between PCA-generated components and variables related to
arguments and stadium scenarios derived from responses to the first part of the questionnaire

Additional methodological explanations concerning the graph are provided in the annexe.

3. A classification of respondents into five distinct
opinion groups
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Figure 4. A classification of respondents into five distinct opinion groups

The groups are divided from left to right according to increasing degree of favourability towards the
construction of a new stadium. The light grey dots indicate the average response of all respondents for
each item.

3.1. Pro-Bempt (group 5; 21,5 % of respondents)

17 

3.2. Pro-big stadium in Forest (group 4; 27 % of respondents)
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3.3. Pro-extension of Marien (group 3; 17,5 % of respondents)
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3.4. Anything but Bempt (group 2; 9 % of respondents)
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3.5. Pro-Marien (group 1; 23,5 % of respondents)
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4. Characterising the groups according to their fandom
profile 
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4.1. Less active support from the two groups least favourable to the

Bempt option

27 

Figure 5. Profile of opinion groups in terms of intensity of support

4.2. More long-standing fandom among the two groups most in

favour of the Bempt option
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Figure 6. Profile of opinion groups in terms of duration of fandom

The crosses in the graphs indicate the average response of all respondents for each item.

Conclusion
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Table A1. Results of statistical significance tests on correlations between fandom variables and
opinion groups
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Figure A2. Profile of opinion groups according to the importance of reasons for supporting Union
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