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2. Background

a. Legal Statuses and Life Course Trajectories
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b. Administrative Paths and Asylum Procedures in Belgium

6 

7 

Navigating through Reception Network and Asylum Procedures: Internal Migratio...

Espace populations sociétés, 2025/3-2026/1 | 2026

4



Table 1 Illustration of plausible administrative paths

Note: This table gives hypothetical examples of plausible administrative paths among asylum-seeking
migrants. ID 1 represents the trajectory of someone granted refugee protection before July 2016, 14
months after applying for international protection; ID 2 represents someone granted refugee protection
after July 2016, 3 months after applying for international protection; ID 3 represents someone who
receives subsidiary protection, 6 months after applying for asylum; ID 4 represents someone whose
asylum request is rejected 15 months after applying. 
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c. Asylum Reception System in Belgium

9 

10 

Navigating through Reception Network and Asylum Procedures: Internal Migratio...

Espace populations sociétés, 2025/3-2026/1 | 2026

5



11 

3. Questions and Hypotheses
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4. Research Design

a. Working with Administrative Data
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Table 2 Descriptive statistics for the cohort of arrival 2012-2016
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Source: own calculations based on the Belgian National Register

b. Method
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19 year

of arrival type of protection obtained

the duration of the

asylum procedure

The type of  reception

the region of residence the level of

urbanisation gender region of birth age

group at arrival
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5. Results

a. Timing, Occurrence, and Direction of 1st Internal Migration

20 

Figure 1 First internal migration after protection recognition

Note: N=33,973 individuals who arrived between 2012 and 2016 in Belgium and who obtained
international protection before the end of 2020.

Source: own calculations based on Belgian National Register
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Figure 2 First internal migration post-protection by region of residence

Note: N=33,973 individuals who arrived between 2012 and 2016 in Belgium and who obtained
international protection before the end of 2020. 

Source: own calculations based on Belgian National Register

b. First Internal Migration within 2.5 Months Post-Protection
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Table 3 Cox regression models on the first internal migration within the first 2.5 months post-
protection
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0.79***

0.79***

0.82***

ref.

1.13***

ref.

1.23***

1.09***
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ref.

0.52***

0.36***

0.89***

0.87***

ref.

0.88***

0.98

ref.

ref.

0.91***

1.03

Note: N=33,973 individuals who arrived between 2012 and 2016 in Belgium and who obtained
international protection before the end of 2020. 50.7% of the cohort had migrated internally within the
first 2.5 months post-protection. Each model tests a different hypothesis with a different main
explanatory variable highlighted in bold. 
*** p<0.01; ** p<0.05; * p<0.1

Source: own calculations based on Belgian National Register

c. First Internal Migration from 2.5 Months Post-Protection Onward
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Table 4 Cox regression models on the first internal migration from 2.5 months post-protection
onward
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0.96

0.91**

1.01

ref.

0.65***

ref.

0.79***

0.98

ref.

0.86***

0.35***

0.95

0.67***

ref.

0.57***
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1.02

ref.

ref.

0.92***

0.88***

Note: N=16,749 individuals who obtained international protection before the end of 2020 and who did
not migrate internally during the first 2.5 months post-protection. Among the entire cohort of
recognised refugees who arrived between 2012 and 2016, 49.3% of the cohort had not yet migrated
internally within the first 2.5 months post-protection. Each model tests a different hypothesis with a
different main explanatory variable highlighted in bold. 
*** p<0.01 ; ** p<0.05 ; * p<0.1

Source: own calculations based on Belgian National Register

6. Discussion 
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Table 5: Comparative table of the sub-populations considered in the Cox models

Source: own calculations based on Belgian National Register
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7. Conclusion
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Note: N=33,973 individuals who arrived between 2012 and 2016 in Belgium and who obtained
international protection before the end of 2020. 

Source: own calculations based on Belgian National Register
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Figure 3 First internal migration post-protection, by level of urbanisation

Note: N=33,973 individuals who arrived between 2012 and 2016 in Belgium and who obtained
international protection before the end of 2020.

Source: own calculations based on Belgian National Register

Appendix III

Table 7 Cox regression models on the first internal migration within the first 2.5 months post-
protection (hazard ratios and 95% confidence intervals
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0.76*** 0.72 0.80

0.79*** 0.75 0.84

0.82*** 0.79 0.86

ref.    

1.13*** 1.08 1.18

ref.    

1.23*** 1.18 1.28

1.09*** 1.05 1.13

ref.    
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0.52*** 0.5 0.54

0.36*** 0.34 0.38

0.89*** 0.85 0.93

0.87*** 0.85 0.90

ref.    

0.88*** 0.85 0.91

0.98 0.94 1.02

ref.    

ref.    

0.91*** 0.88 0.95

1.03 0.98 1.07

Note: N=33,973 individuals who arrived between 2012 and 2016 in Belgium and who obtained
international protection before the end of 2020. 50.7% of the cohort had migrated internally within the
first 2.5 months post-protection. Each model tests a different hypothesis with a different main
explanatory variable highlighted in bold. 
*** p<0.01 ; ** p<0.05 ; * p<0.1

Source: own calculations based on Belgian National Register

Appendix IV 

Table 8 Binary logistic model on the occurrence of a first internal migration within the first 2.5
months
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0.62*** 0.57 0.66

0.64*** 0.59 0.70

0.71*** 0.67 0.76

ref.    

1.16*** 1.09 1.24

ref.    
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1.33*** 1.25 1.42

1.10*** 1.02 1.17

ref.    

0.30*** 0.28 0.31

0.16*** 0.15 0.17

0.73*** 0.68 0.79

0.68*** 0.65 0.72

ref.    

0.66*** 0.62 0.70

0.95 0.90 1.01

ref.    

ref.    

0.86*** 0.81 0.92

1.15*** 1.06 1.24
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1.05 0.95 1.16

0.96 0.87 1.05

Note: N=33,973 individuals who arrived between 2012 and 2016 in Belgium and who obtained
international protection before the end of 2020. 50.7% of the cohort had migrated internally within the
first 2.5 months post-protection. Each model tests a different hypothesis with a different main
explanatory variable highlighted in bold. 
*** p<0.01 ; ** p<0.05 ; * p<0.1

Source: own calculations based on Belgian National Register

Appendix V

Table 9 Cox regression models on the first internal migration from 2.5 months post-protection
onward (hazard ratios and 95% confidence intervals)
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0.96 0.91 1.02

0.91** 0.85 0.97

1.01 0.95 1.06

ref.    

0.65*** 0.61 0.69

ref.    

0.79*** 0.75 0.83

0.98 0.82 0.90

ref.    

0.86*** 0.82 0.9

0.35*** 0.33 0.36

0.95 0.90 1.01

0.67*** 0.64 0.70
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ref.    

0.57*** 0.54 0.60

1.01 0.97 1.07

ref.    

ref.    

0.92*** 0.88 0.97

0.88*** 0.84 0.93

Note: N=16,749 individuals who obtained international protection before the end of 2020 and who did
not migrate internally during the first 2.5 months post-protection. Among the entire cohort of
recognised refugees who arrived between 2012 and 2016, 49.3% of the cohort had not yet migrated
internally within the first 2.5 months post-protection. Each model tests a different hypothesis with a
different main explanatory variable highlighted in bold. 
*** p<0.01 ; ** p<0.05 ; * p<0.1

Source: own calculations based on Belgian National Register
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