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In December 2020, the three signing editors were nominated as the first cohort of Assistant Editors of the Journal of Controlled Release. Representing the European, Asian and North American community, respectively, our mission as early career scientists was to learn the editorial process from the “inside” while offering support to the editorial team. We express our sincere gratitude to past Editor-in-Chief of JCR, Prof. Christine Allen and the then senior editorial team (Profs. Stefaan De Smedt and Yu-Kyoung Oh) for their strong support and invaluable mentorship. 

We are pleased to present our first collaborative endeavor, which was a special issue devoted to the remarkable work of the journal’s editorial board. The topic of this issue was focused on the topics covered by the Journal of Controlled Release: drug delivery systems and all aspects of drug formulations, ranging from the design and characterization of dosage forms, to release mechanisms, in vivo testing, and formulation research and development spanning the disciplines of pharmaceutical, diagnostic, agricultural, environmental, cosmetic, and food industries. 

This special issue contains 64 contributions from our global JCR editorial family of drug delivery experts. These contributions collectively cover every aspect of drug delivery, addressing and assessing a myriad of critical topics. The diverse array of subjects explored in this issue reflects the expansive and interdisciplinary nature of the drug delivery field, underscoring the Journal's commitment to providing a platform for the exchange of innovative ideas and advancements.

We extend our gratitude to the editorial board members who have contributed their expertise to make this special issue a rich tapestry of contemporary research in drug delivery and controlled release. We hope this issue serves as a valuable resource for the drug delivery society, driving further exploration and innovation in the dynamic field of controlled release.
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