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Hello



This research explores the critical discourse of francophone
individuals from civil society who publicly identify as ex-

Muslims and/or apostates of Islam, about their former religion
on the platform X (formerly Twitter).

Ex-Muslim’s Digital Dissent
Conveying Influence on X

Emerging online
epiphenomenon



Research question:

How do francophone individuals from civil society who
publicly identify as ex-Muslims and/or apostates of Islam

construct and articulate critical discourses about their former
religion within the communicative space of the platform X?

Secondary:

1.Multimodal representations of Islam/isms
2.Arguments against Islam/isms
3.Underlying ideologies



Literature review  (About ex-Muslims)

Until recently, studies have been mostly sociological and legal
studies based on interviews. Primarily focused on :

Process and reasons for their apostasy
(Barbour, 1994 ; Bharat, & Ford, 2022; Cottee, 2015; Pauha &
Aghaee, 2018; Streib et al., 2009; Vliek, 2019, 2021).

Life trajectories
(Bentabet, 2020; Eller & Khazaal, 2024 ; Meral, 2008).

Practical, social and legal repercussions
(Schirrmacher, 2009; 2016; Virgili, 2015).

The process of conversion and deconversion (Gooren,
2010; Khalil & Bilici, 2007; Van Nieuwkerk, 2018).

Statistical attempts to understand the phenomenon
The Ex-Muslims of North America (2021) apostate report.

Media that report cases of apostasy (Mohamad et al., 2017).



Literature review  (2)

“

 A few innovative studies: cyber-apostasy, how ex-
Muslims uses digital technologies and pseudonyms to
destigmatise apostasy.

(Pulcini, 2017), (Khazaal, 2017).
A few research, mostly in Malaysian context, examined
the online discourse of apostates regarding Islam.

 (Bharat, 2022; Hashmi et al., 2022; Mohamad et al., 2018;
Rashid & Mohamad, 2019).

“The internet plays a huge role in the increased coverage of
the apostasy cases” (Mohamad et al. 2017, p. 98).

“The use of speech acts on social media is still not widely
explored especially in the context of an apostate”
(Mohamad et al., 2018, p. 226).

The Gap



Who are the Ex-Muslims

What is Apostasy

Who are the Apostates of Islam



 Apostasy as a ‘simple’ abandonment of religion...

“An apostate is (…) one who denies Islam in either speech or action
(…)” (Newby, 2002, p. 158) in “A concise encyclopedia of Islam”.

However: ...

The Central Council of Ex-Muslims was created in Germany in 2007
After that  the term “Ex-Muslim” quickly gained popularity in the
media and the success of the Central Council directly inspired the
creation of similar structures in other countries such as the United
Kingdom, North America, France, Morocco, Singapore, Jordan and
Sri-Lanka.

Apostates not a
homogeneous group



“Before the emergence of the Internet, apostates
have been living their lives in fear and discreet—

keeping the apostasy just to themselves.” However,
“the SNS (social networking site) has helped them
to come out and bridge the gap by allowing them to
voice out their feelings, ideas, and philosophy”

(Mohamad et al., 2018, p. 226).

“(...) it is worth noticing that significant barries exist
preventing important ex-Muslim voices from being
heard in the public sphere” (Heaton, 2016, p. 11).“

Most apostates remain silent, anonymous,
or disengaged from public debate altogether.



“Discourse”
Fairclough (2012) views discourse as a practice aimed at producing and transmitting meaning
and/or constructing the world through verbal and non-verbal means.

Critical discourse also becomes political, with politics defined by Charaudeau as:
“A domain of social practice where symbolic power struggles take place for the conquest and
management of power” (Charaudeau, 2005, p. 60).

This pragmatic approach highlights that discourse is not merely a vehicle for political ideas but
also a political action in itself, in which context and the intention of discursive actors play a
central role in the politicisation of the message (Pirat, 2006, p. 196-197).

Conceptual considerations

A tool for social, cultural, religious, and political change, as it can help highlight injustices,
inequalities, contradictions. Zienkowski (2018) proposes the notion of critique as public
metadiscourse, allowing subjects to recognise, rearticulate, and/or reconfigure the logics and
rationalities leading to social suffering.

“critique”



“ideology” and “truth imaginary”

Freeden’s (2003) sees ideology as a political
phenomenon; a set of political ideas, beliefs, and
opinions that are communicable and influential.

From the perspective of critical discourse analysis
(CDA), Fairclough (1995) sees ideology as embedded in
discourse.

Charaudeau (2005) speaks of an ‘imaginary of truth’ or
a sociodiscursive imaginary.

::

The imaginary of truth uses ideologies as tools to go
further in constructing reality, allowing us to explore
discourse in a more nuanced way.



The corpus consists primarily of multimodal productions (Tweets)
Texts, Emojis, Images, GIFs, Videos, Sounds, (all semiotic forms) Hashtags #
1. Screenshots of tweet and related multimodal info attached
2. Renaming and classifying according to profile names and months of publication
3. Categorisation into tweets and retweets (polyphony)
4. Analysis

For this presentation we focus on:
1 month period
3 profiles
125 tweets

Data collection



Samrah Atika (33 tweets), Majid Oukacha (23 tweets), Vivi-Apostat (69 tweets)



Fairclough, N. CDA

Kress,

Van Leeuwen

Charaudeau

1

MULTIMODALITY2

ENUNCIATIVE
PRAGMATICS3

Method (still under test)

3 dimensional framework:

textual analysis, discursive

practices, social practices

Visual grammar

Grammar of meaning



Micro level: Multimodal textual analysis

Meaning construction, meaning grammar, visual grammar

Non verbal, paraverbal

Polysemy, Polyphony

Intertextuality, metadiscursivity....

01

03

02

Macro: Social Practices

Broader social context, Social relationships, power relations, influence (changing

or maintaining a structure) imaginary of truth conveyed

Meso: Discursive Practicies

Production, distribution, consumption, X platform

Discursive strategies, info selection, Emotion creation, Communicative intention

identity construction (personal/collective)

‘Act de parole’: Performative discourse

Ideological postioning



Secondary Research Questions

REPRESENTATIONS

How are Islam/isms

portrayed ?

What arguments are

deployed to critisise

Islam/isms?

What are the underlying

ideologies ?

ARGUMENTATION IDEOLOGY

In the multimodal critical discourse of ex-Muslims :

Constructivist perspective

Words, Visuals

Paraverbal (tone, pitch, and pace

of voice)

Non-Verbal

Doxa / intended Subjective truth

/ manipulation

Episteme / intended objective

truth / rationalisation

How do they reason their way to

the “truth”?

DIY Ideology

Soft / hard ideologies

Human rights

Philosophy of life (Epicureanism,

Hedonism, etc.)



Samrah Atika



Majid Oukacha



ViVi-Apostat



Emerging Concepts

Islam(isms)

Truth Imaginary

Meta-Religion

Inverted Proselytism

Apostasism? De-Islamism? Ex-muslimism?

Islam = Islamisms

Influence and Power

Performative discourse



Truth Imaginary



Islam/isms -->

Islam(isms)



Meta-Religion



Inverted Proselytism
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