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A NOTE ON THE (POSSIBLE) ORIGIN OF THE PELESET

Jan Driessen

Abstract · There has been plenty of  discussion on the origin and nature of  the Peleset, a group of  war-
riors depicted on the Medinet Habu temple of  Ramesses III. If  the ethnonym should be read as pulasti or 
poulasti, as has been suggested, a link may be made with the toponym Pylos/Pyla and a Linear B reading 
of  the ethnonym *pu-ra-wa-tu/Pyla-wastu is proposed. This could then imply that the Peleset may have 
had a link with the Bronze Age settlement of  Pyla on Cyprus, occupied and deserted precisely in the time 
span described by the Medinet Habu reliefs.
Keywords · Peleset, Pyla-Kokkinokremos, Cyprus, Sea People, Ramesses III.

Since their identification as one of  the groups forming part of  the ‘Sea Peoples’ coalition in 
the reliefs of  the Medinet Habu temple of  Ramesses III, the origin and nature of  the group 

usually described as the Peleset has invited much discussion (e.g. Fischer, Bürge 2017 ; Baumann 
2020). The feathered headgear they are often, but not exclusively, represented with in the reliefs 
occurs in several areas of  the Mediterranean and could, more generally, reflect a helmet used by 
many warriors during the Late Bronze Age/Early Iron Age transition (e.g. Giannopoulos 2022 ; 
Emanuel 2021 ; Van de Moortel 2020 ; Verduci 2019 ; Grandet 2017, all with references). For some, 
the representation of  the Peleset at Medinet Habu with women and children on oxen-driven carts 
suggests their urban origin (Ben-Dor Evian 2019, 134), for others, however, it is simply a metaphor 
for a crushing defeat (Bauman 2020, 351). Egyptian texts mentioning the Peleset have conveniently 
been collected by Adams, Cohen (2013). Apart from at Medinet Habu, the ethnonym, linked to 
specific types of  warriors and/or captives’ representations, is also mentioned in contemporary 
documents such as the Papyrus Harris, the Rhetorical Stele from Chapel C at Deir el-Medina, the 
Onomastic of  Amenope and the later Pedeset Inscription.

After their defeat by the Egyptians in the Battle of  the Delta, the Peleset are supposed to have 
(been) subsequently resettled in Canaan (esp. the Pentapolis Ashkelon, Ashdod, Ekron, Gath and 
Gaza) and are assumed to be the ancestors of  the later Philistines (e.g. Yasur Landau 2010 ; 2013 ; 
Maeir 2022, Wylie, Master 2020, but the bibliography is endless). The Peleset are not mentioned 
in Ugaritic or Hittite texts but some (e.g. Singer 2012 ; Emanuel 2015 ; 2021) have argued that a 
recently found inscription from Aleppo referring to King Taita of  Padasatini, should be amended 
to Palistin, while Taita is also connected to Walistin in other 11th c. BCE inscriptions (Emanuel 
2015 ; Starke 2019 ; but see Schneider 2010b and Maeir 2019 ; 2022). This at least suggests that an-
other kingdom, initially called Palastin/Walistin also existed in the northwest of  Syria around the 
‘Amuq valley and here too Aegean pottery forms part of  the first material evidence of  the 11th 
century BCE (Emanuel 2015 ; Pucci 2019 ; Banyai 2021). All this is well-known and does not need 
to be repeated here in detail.

Hence, while we have a good idea now where the Peleset may have ended up after their defeat 
in the Delta, their origin remains disputed. The discussion evidently goes back to Emmanuel de 
Rougé (1867) and Gaston Maspero (1875) and while there is little doubt that they had a connec-
tion with the sea and the islands situated therein (Grandet 2017), attempts to detect their specific 

jan.driessen@uclouvain.be, Université catholique de Louvain, Belgium.
The author thanks Prof. Sacconi for the invitation to contribute to this volume honoring the 70th anniversary of  Evi-

dence. He also acknowledges the advice and encouragements of  P. Grandet, T. Schneider, A. Wilson-Wright, D. Nakassis, 
L. Dautais, and R. Jung. The excavations at Pyla-Kokkinokremos are a joint enterprise by the Universities of  Gent and 
Louvain in Belgium and the Mediterranean society in Crete under the general direction of  Prof. J. Bretschneider. He and 
Dr. A. Kanta are thanked for their collaboration and N. Kress for the plan in figure 1. None of  the mentioned persons is 
responsible for the ideas expressed in this paper.
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110 jan driessen
homelands remain unsatisfactory. The Bible gives their origin as Crete (Caphtor cf. Deuteronomy 
2 :23 ; Jeremiah 47 :4 ; Amos 9.7) and suggestions as to the etymology of  the Peleset group often im-
ply a link with the Pelasgians (Pelastai), with the Semitic root p-l-s that could mean ‘to cross’ or 
‘to invade’,  1 or with Mycenaean Greek Plōwistoi (Schneider 2010b, 570). While the later Hebrew 
term Plishtim is mentioned often in the Bible and the Assyrians called the area Palashtu/Palastu 
or Pilistu, the original Egyptian term, Pršt(w) or p-w-r-š (or s3)-tj-j of  the Medinet Habu inscrip-
tions was already read as pulasati by Macalister (1913, 22, 24) and as pu-l-śá-tá by Helck (1979, 135) 
and Werner (1967, 93). Pierre Grandet (2017) has proposed a reading as Poulasti and Aren Wilson-
Wright (pers. com.) also thinks that the Egyptian rendering of  the toponym p-w-r-sꜣ-tj, most likely 
reflects something like *pulast, while the biblical transcription pəlešet goes back to earlier *pvlast-. 
Starke (2019, 627) has treated the question in detail and puts forward convincing philological argu-
ments now to read [Pila/ista], a reading close to that of  Schneider (2010b, 571).

Recent aDNA studies (Feldman et al. 2019) on skeletal remains of  Ashkelon, one of  the Philis-
tine cities, suggest a southern European (Greece and/or Cyprus) influx at the end of  the Bronze 
Age or beginning of  the Iron Age, which, however, was of  limited genetic impact on the long-
term population structure.  2 While this did not come as a great surprise in view of  the Aegean 
features in later Philistine material culture and potential linguistic elements (Schneider 2010b) and 
the link with Cyprus of  early pottery styles in 12th c. BCE Philistine settlements (already Dothan 
1982 ; Mountjoy 2018) (even if  this link should not be exaggerated (Stockhammer 2017 ; Maeir 2019 ; 
2021), I use this evidence to propose another hypothesis, which connects the Peleset/Poulasti/Pila-
ista explicitly with the settlement of  Pyla Kokkinokremos.

The site of  Pyla Kokkinokremos is located on the southeastern coast of  Cyprus, in the east part 
of  Larnaka Bay (Fig. 1). Since its initial exploration by Porphyrios Dikaios in 1952-1953 (Dikaios 
1971, 895-907), the site has occupied a special position in the discussions about the collapse of  
the Late Bronze Age societies around 1200 BCE and the potential role of  the Sea Peoples men-
tioned in Egyptian and Near Eastern sources in this collapse (Cline 2021 ; Knapp, Manning 2016). 
Successive archaeological explorations afterwards, in 1981-1982 (Karageorghis, Demas 1984), in 
2007-2009 (Brown 2017), in 2010-2011 (Karageorghis, Kanta 2014), in 2012 (Karageorghis, Kanta 
2014, 103-111) and since 2014 (Bretschneider et al. 2015 ; 2017 ; 2021 ; 2023 ; Driessen et al. 2023) have 
revealed large parts of  a substantial town comprising similarly laid-out, multi-room residences 
often with courtyards. The outer wall of  many of  these residences forms a continuous curtain 
wall (labelled ‘casemate’ by Karageorghis, Demas 1984, 15, 24) that follows the edge of  the pla-
teau and is provided with access gates at least to the north-east, south-east and south-west, as 
well as with some projecting bastions to the south-east and south-west. Within the walls of  the 
houses, all suddenly abandoned with their material in place, and besides the ubiquitous local Cy-
priot domestic and fine wares, many objects of  which the origin can be traced outside the island 
were found : Sardinian olle and tableware, Mycenaean kraters, Minoan mugs and jugs, Canaanite 
jars, Trojan Grey Ware Egyptian alabaster vases and meat jars (e.g. Kostopoulou 2021 ; Crabbé, 
Bretschneider 2021 ; Kostopoulou, Jung 2023). Established in the second half  of  the 13th c. BC, the 
site was abandoned, seemingly in a hurry, sometime between 1200 and 1180 BCE (end of  Late 
Cypriot IIC) and never resettled. The presence of  LH IIIC Early decorated deep bowls found at 
several places in the excavation (e.g. Karageorghis, Demas 1984, 91 ; Bretschneider et al. 2015 ; 2017, 
83 ; 2023 ; Kostopoulou, Jung 2023) and in the destructions at Tell Tweini and Tell Kazel ( Jung 2022 
with detailed discussion) suggests a contemporaneity between the final abandonment deposits 
at Pyla and the 8th year of  Ramesses III when he defeated the Sea Peoples, following Schneider’s 
chronology (2010a), in 1187 BCE.

Despite a perhaps simplistic analogical inference, we here argue for a link between the Pou-
lasti/Pila-ista of  the Medinet Habu reliefs and the toponym Pyla/Pula/Πύλα, the name of  the 

1  Another hypothesis which connects the Philistines with phyle histia – the tribe of  hearths has few followers (cf. Jones 
1972). See Starke (2019, 623-629) for a detailed discussion.

2  There is evidently also the much later inscription of  Ekron of  a king called Achish, possibly ‘the Achaean’ (Schäfer-
Lichtenberger 2022 ; Naveh 1998).
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nearby village of  the archaeological site. The Cypriot toponym appears for the first time in Medi-
eval chronicles as Pila or Piles when the place was in the hands of  Prince John II of  Galilee ( Johan 
de Bries) (+1315) and later of  the de Giblet family, as discussed by De Mas Latrie (1855, 284, n. 5) in 
his Histoire de Chypre. The toponym is written as Pila on both the 1538 Mattheo Pagano map and 
the 1542 Leonida Attar map, and as Pilla on the Ortelius map of  1574 and on all later maps.  3 The 
Cypriot toponym has traditionally been connected to πύλη ‘gate’ or ‘entrance’ (Ceccaldi 1882, 20 ; 
Karageorghis, Demas 1984, 5 ; Georgiou 2012, 69), since the modern village is said to be located at 
the entrance of  one of  the access routes to the Mesaoria, the central Cypriot plain. East of  Pyla 
Kokkinokremos is also a cape that carries the name Pyla, showing the entire area has a connection 
with the toponym.  4 Neither Ptolemy nor Strabo or other ancient sources mention a toponym for 
this particular part of  the island unfortunately (Kearns 2018), but recent archaeological explora-
tion suggests great continuity in occupation in the area at least between the Hellenistic period 
through the Late Antique period into modern times (Olson et al. 2021 : 304 ; Keane 2021). Hence, 
although there is no proof  that the present toponym already dates to earlier times, an ancient 
toponym *Πύλαι as suggested by Menardos (1906, 339) is perhaps likely.

Is it possible then that Poulasti/Pila-ista reflects the Egyptian pronunciation of  Mycenaean 
Greek [𐀢-𐀨-𐀷-𐀶 pu-ra-wa-tu in Linear B signs] *pu-ra-wa-tu or Pyla-wastu, the city/inhabitants 
of  Pyla ? There are some arguments in favour. The Linear B term for city, wastu/astu, is already 
attested on a tablet from 14th c. BCE Knossos (V 114.b, v.1) where pe-da wa-tu is usually translated 
as πεδά Fάστυ /wastu/ ‘to the city’, as well as on tablet Tn 316 from late 13th c. BCE Pylos (a-ke-qe 
wa-tu).  5 In this last example, it has been suggested that it was not the city as such but its inhabit-
ants that were meant (Deger-Jalkotzy 1995 : 368). A link with Messenian Pylos/Πύλος, destroyed 
and abandoned at approximately the same time as Pyla Kokkinokremos (Vitale et al. 2022), cannot 
be made but even in present days, a village called Pyla (Πύλα) is located close to Ano Englianos 
and modern-day Pylos. The mere existence, however, of  the toponym Πύλος in Late Bronze Age 
Messenia allows, I believe, to claim a potential early date of  a toponym *Πύλαι on Cyprus. The 
inhabitants of  Pyla could hence have been known as the *Pylawastu. Is it then conceivable that the 
more than 7-ha large settlement of  Pyla was the origin of  one of  the groups that attacked Egypt 
at the time of  Ramses III and, after their defeat, failed to return, explaining the abandonment of  
the Cypriot settlement ?

While the link between the Poulasti and the site of  Pyla for the moment remains entirely hy-
pothetical, some archaeological indications such as the time of  the sudden abandonment of  the 
Pyla-Kokkinokremos settlement (Driessen et al. 2023), which chronologically corresponds well with 
the date of  the defeat of  the Sea People, but also the mixed nature of  Pyla’s material culture,  6 
potentially illustrating the presence of  various non-Cypriot and Cypriot groups at the site, may 
be considered as circumstantial evidence. The latter, rather than suggestive of  a single ethnic 
group, could possibly imply a mix of  people from various origins that coalesced at Pyla and only 
received its ethnonym and hence a particular identity following its settling on the southeast coast 
of  Cyprus. This avoids looking for a single origin for the group although it does suggest a sub-
stantial Mycenaean Greek participation in the establishment of  the site of  Pyla-Kokkinokremos, 
strong enough to give it a Greek toponym.

Did the defeat of  the Peleset by Ramesses III – or as it said, ‘the Sikila and Peleset were made into 
ashes’ in the Papyrus Harris – prevent their return to Cyprus, turning them into a land group 
rather than the maritime marauders they had been before ?

3  See https://24glo.com/en/cy/map/history-all.html. 
4  The cape may have been called after the village since in medieval times it was apparently called Cape Agios Georgios 

(Delatte 1947, 124-126).	 5  Other Linear B names including /wastu/ are given in Deger-Jalkotzy 1995.
6  A mixed population is also suggested by the presence of  different types of  loom weights at Pyla. See Bretschneider 

et al. 2023, 27, 91, 117, 212 : some that are fired and of  pyramidal shape in Sector 3 ; fired or unfired and of  discoid, cylindri-
cal, or rounded shape in Sector 4, but in stone and perforated in Sector 5, and either of  rectangular, oval, triangular, or 
trapezoidal shape.
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Fig. 1. Site plan of  the Pyla-Kokkinokremos (© C-PEPL, N. Kress).



Pe
r 

us
o 

st
re

tt
am

en
te

 p
er

so
na

le
 d

el
l’a

ut
or

e.
 È

 p
ro

ib
it
a 

la
 r

ip
ro

du
zi

on
e 

e 
la

 p
ub

bl
ic

az
io

ne
 i
n 

op
en

 a
cc

es
s.

Fo
r 

au
th

or
’s
 p

er
so

na
l 
us

e 
on

ly
. A

ny
 c

op
y 

or
 p

ub
lic

at
io

n 
in

 o
pe

n 
ac

ce
ss

 i
s 

fo
rb

id
de

n.

a note on the (possible) origin of the peleset 113

Bibliography

Adams, Cohen 2013 = M. J. Adams, M. E. Cohen, ‘Appendix. The “Sea Peoples’ in Primary Sources’, in A. 
E. Killebrew, G. Lehmann (eds), The Philistines and other ‘Sea Peoples’ in Text and Archaeology, Atlanta 2013, 
645-664.

Banyai 2020-2021 = M. Banyai, ‘The Northern Philistines reconsidered’, JEOL 48, 2020-2021, 9-27.
Baumann 2020 = S. Baumann, ‘Historicity and Visual Language in the War Scenes of  Ramses III and 

the Sea People’, in S. W. E. Blum, T. Efe, T. L. Kienlin, E. Pernicka (eds), From Past to Present. Studies in 
Memory of  Manfred O. Korfmann, Bonn 2020 (Studia Troica. Monographien 11), 339-370.

Ben-Dor Evian 2019 = S. Ben-Dor Evian, ‘Représentations des ‘Peuples de la mer’ dans l’iconographie du 
Proche-Orient ancien. Vers la formulation d’un nouveau paradigme philistin’, in T. Römer, H. Gonza-
lez, L. Marti (eds), Représenter dieux et hommes dans le Proche-Orient ancien et dans la Bible. Actes du colloque 
organisé par le Collège de France, Paris, les 5 et 6 mai 2015, Leuven-Paris-Bristol 2019, 127-140.

Bretschneider, Kanta, Driessen 2015 = J. Bretschneider, A. Kanta, J. Driessen, ‘Pyla-Kokkinokremos (Cyprus). 
Preliminary Report on the 2014 Excavations’, UF 46, 2015, 1-37.

Bretschneider, Kanta, Driessen 2017 = J. Bretschneider, A. Kanta, J. Driessen, ‘Pyla-Kokkinokremos (Cyprus). 
Preliminary Report on the 2015-2016 Campaigns’, UF 48, 2017, 36-120.

Bretschneider, Kanta, Driessen 2021 = J. Bretschneider, A. Kanta, J. Driessen, ‘Cyprus and Ugarit at the 
End of  the Late Bronze Age : Insights from Pyla-Kokkinokremos’, in V. Matoïan (ed.), Ougarit, un 
anniversaire : bilans et recherches en cours, Leuven 2021 (Ras Shamra-Ougarit 28), 607-638.

Bretschneider, Kanta, Driessen 2023 = J. Bretschneider, A. Kanta, J. Driessen, Excavations at Pyla. Report on 
the 2014-2019 Campaigns, Louvain-la-Neuve 2023 (Aegis 24).

Brown 2017 = M. Brown, ‘Landscape and Settlement in Late Bronze Age Cyprus : Investigations at Pyla-
Kokkinokremos, 2007-2009’, Palestine Exploration Quarterly 149.4, 2017, 274-294.

Ceccaldi Colonna 1882 = G. Ceccaldi Colonna, Monuments antiques de Chypre, de Syrie et d’Egypte, Paris 
1882.

Cline 2021 = E. H. Cline, 1177 B.C. The Year Civilization Collapsed, Revised and updated ed., Princeton-Oxford 
2021.

Crabbé, Bretschneider 2021 = A. Crabbé, J. Bretschneider, ‘An Egyptian Calcite-Alabaster Drob Jar at 
the Cypriot Site of  Pyla-Kokkinokremos’, Ägypten und Levante 31, 2021, 75-95.

Deger-Jalkotzy 1995 = S. Deger-Jalkotzy, ‚Mykenische Herrschaftsformen ohne Paläste und die griechische 
Polis’, in R. Laffineur, W.-D. Niemeier (eds), Politeia. Society and State in the Aegean Bronze Age, Liège-
Austin 1995 (Aegaeum 12), 367-377.

Delatte 1947 = A. Delatte, Les portulans grecs, Liège 1947.
De Mas Latrie 1855 = L. De Mas Latrie, Histoire de l’ile de Chypre sous le règne des princes de la maison de Lusig-

nan, Paris 1855.
De Rougé 1867 = E. De Rougé, ‘Extrait d’un mémoire sur les attaques dirigées contre l’Egypte par les 

peuples de la Méditerranée’, Revue archéologique n.s. 16, 1867, 35-45, 91-103.
Dikaios 1971 = P. Dikaios, ‘Appendix vii : Pyla-Kokkinokremos and Palaeokastro-Maa’, in P. Dikaios (ed.), 

Enkomi Excavations 1948-1958. Vol. ii : Chronology, Summary and Conclusions, Catalogues, Appendices, Mainz 
am Rhein 1971, 895-912.

Dothan 1982 = T. Dothan, The Philistines and their Material Culture, New Haven 1982.
Driessen, Bretschneider, Kanta 2023 = J. Driessen, J. Bretschneider, A. Kanta, ‘A Prelude to Crisis ? A Closer 

look at Pyla-Kokkinokremos’, in T. Bürge, P. M. Fischer (eds), The Decline of  Bronze Age Civilisations in the 
Mediterranean. Cyprus and Beyond, Nicosia 2023 (Studies in Mediterranean Archaeology cliv), 81-96.

Emanuel 2015 = J. P. Emanuel, ‘King Taita and his “Palistin” ; Philistine state or neo-hittite kingdom’, Anti-
guo Orienta 12, 2015, 11-39.

Emanuel 2021 = J. P. Emanuel, Naval Warfare and Maritime Conflict in the Late Bronze and Early Iron Age Medi-
terranean, Leiden 2021, 314-320.

Feldman, Master, Bianco, Burri, Stockhammer, Mitnik, Aja, Jong, Krause 2019 = M. Feldman, D. M. Master, 
R. A. Bianco, M. Burri, P. W. Stockhammer, A. Mitnik, A. J. Aja, C. Jong, J. Krause, ‘Ancient DNA sheds 
light on the genetic origins of  early Iron Age Philistines’, Science Advances 5.7, 2019 (https://www.science.
org/doi/10.1126/sciadv.aax0061).

Fischer, Bürge 2017 = P. M. Fischer, T. Bürge (eds), Sea Peoples Up-to-Date. New Research on Transformations in 
the Eastern Mediterranean in the 13th-11th Centuries BCE, Vienna 2017.

Georgiou 2012 = A. Georgiou, ‘Pyla-Kokkinokremos and Maa-Palaeokastro : A Comparison of  Two Natu-



Pe
r 

us
o 

st
re

tt
am

en
te

 p
er

so
na

le
 d

el
l’a

ut
or

e.
 È

 p
ro

ib
it
a 

la
 r

ip
ro

du
zi

on
e 

e 
la

 p
ub

bl
ic

az
io

ne
 i
n 

op
en

 a
cc

es
s.

Fo
r 

au
th

or
’s
 p

er
so

na
l 
us

e 
on

ly
. A

ny
 c

op
y 

or
 p

ub
lic

at
io

n 
in

 o
pe

n 
ac

ce
ss

 i
s 

fo
rb

id
de

n.
114 jan driessen

rally Fortified Late Cypriot Settlements’, in A. Georgiou (ed.), Cyprus : An Island Culture. Society and Social 
Relations from the Bronze Age to the Venetian period, Oxford 2012, 65-83.

Giannopoulos 2022 = T. G. Giannopoulos, ‘The Sea Peoples’ “Sepulchral Medinet Habu” ? The LH IIIC 
Warrior Burials of  the North-Western Peloponnese and the Origins of  Achaian Ethnicity’, Aegean Studies 
1, 2022, 127-195.

Grandet 1994 = P. Grandet, Le papyrus Harris I (BM 9999), 2 vols, Cairo 1994 (Bibliothèque d’Etude 109.1-2).
Grandet 2017 = P. Grandet, ‘Les Peuples de la Mer’, in Ph. De Souza, P. Arnaud, Chr. Buchet (eds), The 

Sea in History, The Ancient World / La Mer dans l’histoire, L’Antiquité, Woodbridge-Rochester 2017, 175-186.
Helck 1979 = W. Helck, Die Beziehungen Ägyptens und Vorderasiens zur Ägäis bis ins 7. Jahrhundert v. Chr., 

Darmstadt 1979.
Jones 1972 = A. H. Jones, The Philistines and the Hearth : Their Journey to the Levant, Journal of  Near Eastern 

Studies 31, 1972, 343-350.
Jung 2022 = R. Jung, ‘Synchronizing Palace Destructions in the Eastern Mediterranean’, in R. Jung, E. 

Kardamaki (eds), Synchronizing the Destructions of  the Mycenaean Palaces, Vienna 2022 (Mykenische Studien 
36), 255-322.

Karageorghis, Demas 1984 = V. Karageorghis, M. Demas, Pyla-Kokkinokremos. A Late 13th-century B.C. Forti-
fied Settlement in Cyprus, Nicosia 1984.

Karageorghis, Kanta 2014 = V. Karageorghis, A. Kanta, Pyla-Kokkinokremos : A Late 13th-century BC Fortified 
Settlement in Cyprus. Excavations 2010-2011, Uppsala 2014 (SIMA 141).

Keane 2021 = C. T. Keane, ‘Ecclesiastical Economies : The Integration of  Sacred and Maritime Topogra-
phies of  Late Antique Cyprus’, Religions 12.11, 2021, 989 (https://doi.org/10.3390/rel12110989).

Kearns 2018 = C. Kearns, ‘Cyprus in the Surging Sea : Spatial Imaginations of  the Eastern Mediterranean’, 
TAPA 148.1, 2018, 45-74.

Knapp, Manning 2016 = A. B. Knapp, S. W. Manning, ‘Crisis in context : The End of  the Late Bronze Age in 
the Eastern Mediterranean’, AJA 120.1, 2016, 99-149.

Kostopoulou 2021 = I. Kostopoulou, ‘The Appearance of  the Pastoral Style in Relation to the My-
cenaean Pictorial Style with Reference to the Case of  Some Kraters from Pyla-Kokkinokremos’, 
Ägypten und Levante 31, 2021, 233-291.

Kostopoulou, Jung 2023 = I. Kostopoulou, R. Jung, ‘Observations on the Pottery of  the 2014-2019 Cam-
paigns’, in J. Bretschneider, A. Kanta, J. Driessen (eds), Excavations at Pyla. Report on the 2014-2019 Cam-
paigns, Louvain-la-Neuve 2023 (Aegis 24), 249-291.

Macalister 1913 = R. A. S. Macalister, The Philistines, Chicago 1913.
Maeir 2019 = A. M. Maeir, ‘Iron Age I Philistines : Entangled Identities in a Transformative period’, in A. 

Yasur-Landau, E. H. Cline, E. Rowan (eds), The Social Archaeology of  the Levant : From Prehistory tot the 
Present, Cambridge 2019, 310-323.

Maeir 2022 = A. M. Maeir, ‘Thoughts on the Collapse : The Perspective of  a Philistine’, Journal of  Eastern 
Mediterranean Archaeology and Heritage Studies 10, 2, 2022, 194-199.

Maspéro 1875 = G. Maspéro, Histoire ancienne des peuples de l’Orient, 1er edition, Paris 1875.
Menardos 1906 = S. Menardos, ‘Τοπωνυμικόν της Κύπρου’, Αϑηνά 18, 1906, 315-421.
Mountjoy 2018 = P. A. Mountjoy, Decorated Pottery in Cyprus and Philistia in the 12th century BC, Cypriot IIIC 

and Philistine IIIC, Vienna 2018 (Denkschriften der Gesamtakademie 79).
Naveh 1998 = J. Naveh, ‘Achish-Ikausu in the light of  the Ekron dedication’, BASOR 310, 1998, 35-37.
Olsen, Moore, Landvatter, Stevens 2021 = B. R. Olsen, R. S. Moore, T. Landvatter, J. Stevens, ‘Pyla-Vigla : 

A caste study assessing the imperial strategies of  the Hellenistic Diadochoi in Cyprus’, Études et Travaux 
(Institut des Cultures Méditerranéennes et Orientales de l’Académie Polonaise des Sciences) 34, 2021, 287-306.

Pucci 2019 = M. Pucci, ‘Cultual encounters during the LBII and IAI : Hittites and “Pelesets” in the Amuq 
(Hatay) Turkey’, Asia Anteriore Antica 1.1, 2019, 169-194.

Schäfer-Lichtenberger 2022 = C. Schäfer-Lichtenberger, ‘Achish and the Goddess of  Ekron : What’s in a 
Name ?’, in S. Gitin, S. M. Ortiz, T. Dothan (eds), Tel Miqne-Ekron Excavations 1994-1996, Field IV Upper and 
Field V, The Elite Zone Part 1 : Iron Age IIC Temple Complex 650, University Park, pa, 2022 (Tel Miqne 10/1), 
61-83.

Schneider 2010a = T. Schneider, ‘Contributions to the Chronology of  the New Kingdom and the Third 
Intermediate Period’, Ägypten und Levante 20, 2010, 373-403.

Schneider 2010b = T. Schneider, ‘The Philistine Language. New Etymologies and the Name “David”’, UF 
43 2010, 569-581.

Singer 2012 = I. Singer, ‘The Philistines in the North and the Kingdom of  Taita’, in G. Galil, A. Gilboa, 
A. M. Maeir, D. Kahn (eds), The Ancient Near East in the 12th-10th Centuries BCE : Culture and History, 



Pe
r 

us
o 

st
re

tt
am

en
te

 p
er

so
na

le
 d

el
l’a

ut
or

e.
 È

 p
ro

ib
it
a 

la
 r

ip
ro

du
zi

on
e 

e 
la

 p
ub

bl
ic

az
io

ne
 i
n 

op
en

 a
cc

es
s.

Fo
r 

au
th

or
’s
 p

er
so

na
l 
us

e 
on

ly
. A

ny
 c

op
y 

or
 p

ub
lic

at
io

n 
in

 o
pe

n 
ac

ce
ss

 i
s 

fo
rb

id
de

n.

a note on the (possible) origin of the peleset 115

Proceedings of  the International Conference held at the University of  Haifa, 2-5 May, 2010, Münster 
2012 (AOAT 392), 451-471.

Starke 2019 = F. Starke, ‘Zu Ansatz, Lautung und Herkunft einiger luwischer Ländernamen des 12.-8. 
Jh.’, in N. Bolatti Guzzo, P. Taracha (eds), And I Knew Twelve Languages’. A Tribute to Massimo Poetto on the 
Occasion of  His 70th Birthday, Warsaw 2019, 610-660.

Stockhammer 2017 = P. W. Stockhammer, ‘How Aegean is Philistine Pottery ? The use of  Aegean-Type pot-
tery in the early 12th century BCE Southern Levant’, in P. Fischer, T. Bürge (eds), Sea Peoples Up-to-Date, 
Goteborg 2017, 379-387.

Van de Moortel 2020 = A. Van de Moortel, ‘Sea Peoples from the Aegean : Identity, Sociopolitical Context, 
and Antecedents’, in A. Gilboa, A. Yasur-Landau (eds), Nomads of  the Mediterranean : Trade and Contact in 
the Bronze and Iron Ages, Leiden 2020, 313-330.

Verduci 2019 = J. Verduci, ‘A Feather in Your Cap : Symbols of  “Philistine” Warrior Status ?’, in M. Cifarelli 
(ed.), Fashioned Selves : Dress and Identity in Antiquity, Oxford 2019, 131-146.

Vitale, Stocker, Davis 2022 = S. Vitale, S. R. Stocker, J. L. Davis, ‘The Destructions of  the Palace of  Nestor 
at Pylos and its LH IIIA Predecessor as a Methodological Case Study’, in R. Jung, E. Kardamaki (eds), 
Synchronizing the Destructions of  the Mycenaean Palaces, Vienna 2022 (Mykenische Studien 36), 121-148.

Werner 1967 = R. Werner, ‘Neu gesehene Zusammenhänge im Ostmittelmeerraum des zweiten vorchrist-
lichen Jahrtausends’, Asiatische Studien 21, 1967, 82-98.

Wylie, Master 2020 = J. Wylie, D. Master, ‘The conditions for Philistine ethnogenesis’, Ägypten und Levante 
30, 2020, 547-568.

Yasur-Landau 2010 = A. Yasur-Landau, The Philistines and Aegean Migration at the End of  the Late Bronze Age, 
Cambridge 2010.

Yasur-Landau 2013 = A. Yasur-Landau, ‘The ‘Feathered Helmets’ of  the Sea Peoples : Joining the Icono-
graphic and Archaeological Evidence’, Talanta xliv, 2013, 27-40.



Pe
r 

us
o 

st
re

tt
am

en
te

 p
er

so
na

le
 d

el
l’a

ut
or

e.
 È

 p
ro

ib
it
a 

la
 r

ip
ro

du
zi

on
e 

e 
la

 p
ub

bl
ic

az
io

ne
 i
n 

op
en

 a
cc

es
s.

Fo
r 

au
th

or
’s
 p

er
so

na
l 
us

e 
on

ly
. A

ny
 c

op
y 

or
 p

ub
lic

at
io

n 
in

 o
pe

n 
ac

ce
ss

 i
s 

fo
rb

id
de

n.

cura editoriale  e  redazionale  di
fabriz io  serra e  g iulia  tozzi .

composto in  carattere  serra dante dalla
fabriz io  serra editore,  p i sa  ·  roma.

stampato e  r ilegato dalla
tipogr afia  di  agnano,  agnano p i sano (p i sa) .

*
Giugno 2024

(cz 2 · fg 3)




