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Culture, Development and Mons2015
• 2.9 % of EU consumption 

expenditure devoted to culture 
(2015)

• 3.7% of all employment in cultural 
employment (2019)

• from 2014 to 2019, 4% to 4.2% 
for Belgium and 3.4 % to 3.5% for 
France

Culture in the EU is recognized for 
its wider socio-economic 
value which needs to be supported 
and which, in return, contributes to 
the cohesion, inclusion and well-
being of our societies and 
communities (European 
Commission Strategy 2019-2024)

Since 1990’s, ERDF – ESF for urban
regeneration and post-industrial
transition for a small-size city 

Since 1999, UNESCO world heritage

Basis for a « digital innovation centre » 

‘Twinning’ with Lille2004

Mons2015?

a mass-attractive event

and 

an in-depth stage of a 
territorial/place-based development

2004 – 2009 - 2015

https://ec.europa.eu/culture/policies/selected-themes/ecosystem-supporting-artists
https://ec.europa.eu/culture/policies/selected-themes/cohesion-and-well-being


https://www.telemb.be/article/mons-2015-un-effet-multiplicateur-de-574

Evaluation: results and comments
• Multifacet role of a ECC : not only a question of quantitative 

impacts…..Heritage/legacy (long term), but also sustainability, 
well-being of local populations & communities

• Which indicators for which objectives ? 



Evaluation: results and comments

• Multifacet role of a ECC 

• Economic benefits of ECC’s are very
difficult to evaluate: 1 public euro 
invested in the ECC could generate 4-6 
euros in the national economic cycle ?

→ For Mons2015, the multiplier = 5,74 (KEA – EU) or 5,6 <  <6,3 
(UMons) Geographic scale

Temporalities

→Need for a holistic
approach

(model in progress)
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Before During After

https://www.rtbf.be/
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How to capitalise the ECC heritage?

Additional and regular mass-attractive events 

OR a place-based/territorial strategy?

Long term impacts: reputation, pride, self-confidence, 
thus tourism attractivity, external investment..

Infrastructure but how to use them? 

International networking, know-how in cultural activities, 
in mega-events but how to fund them?

Plus Nimby effects, postponed investments, budgetary 
deficit, delays, changes in management/ political 
priorities…



Physical and concrete impacts: museums, 
the Maison Folie, the House of Design and 
other infrastructure, hotels, restaurants and 
B&B 

Immaterial impacts: internal pride, 
international networking and know-how in 
mass events, cultural and creative studies

Mass-attractive activities: biennals, street
art, city centre entertainment … 

Place-based development: two flagships Van 
Gogh and Saint Georges, « Le Grand Huit » in 
the periphery

But what about social impacts? inclusion? 
local cultural creativity?....

How to capitalise the ECC heritage in Mons?



How to govern such a capitalisation?

• Territorial dimension

• Collective vision

• Multiactors & Multiscalar

• And need for a leadership!!

A megaevent, 
→a laboratory of urban/territorial governance?

http://www.mons2025.eu/nl/file/mons-2015-programme



Discussion

• What kind of Development ? 

• ECC : for What? For Whom? 

• Evaluation : what do we want to 
measure and when?

• Which are the « best » events to 
promote? 

• What is a success/failure ?

http://www.meetinhainaut.be/fr/content/after-mons-2015-european-capital-culture-neverending-story
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