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“we need to make our democracies 
more inclusive. This requires bold 
and innovative reforms to bring in the 
young, the poor and minorities into 
the political system. An interesting 
idea put forward by one of your 
speakers this week, Mr. Van 
Reybrouck, would be to 
reintroduce the ancient Greek 
practice of selecting parliaments 
by lot instead of election. In other 
words, parliamentarians would no 
longer be nominated by political 
parties, but chosen at random for a 
limited term, in the way many jury 
systems work. This would prevent 
the formation of self-serving and self-
perpetuating political classes 
disconnected from their electorates.”

(Kofi Annan, 13 September 2017)
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Etape 1
• Over a period of several months, 

anyone could submit topics they care 
about on the G1000 website

• The 25 most frequently mentioned 
topics were extracted

• Until the end of October, everyone can 
help choose the 3 topics, among the 
25, that will be tackled during the 
G1000

Step 2
On Friday November 11, one thousand people 
will be gathered in Brussels. Around 100 tables 
of 10 people, they will discuss the 3 topics. Prior 
to every discussion, an expert will introduce it. 
Next, the participants will work on proposals. 
Finally, these proposals emanating from each 
table will be voted on by all participants. At the 
end of the day, each table will also be able to 
discuss a 4th topic of their choice.

Step 3
From November 2011 to April 2012, a 
smaller group of citizens (32) will come 
together with experts in order to discuss in 
detail the proposals that emanate from the 
11th of November. In April 2012, the G1000 
participants will put their recommendations to 
the whole country.

July - November 2011

11/11/2011

November - April 2012

agenda setting

citizens’ summit

in-depth
elaboration



Designing permanent deliberative democracy
6



Designing permanent deliberative democracy
7



Designing permanent deliberative democracy
8

• Political parties’ manifestos
• increasing place for citizen participation
• so-called ‘citizen lists’
• sortition becomes a political goal

• Support for the process, less for the content
• all elected representatives know about the G100
• almost no one know about the recommendations

• As long as it is advisory (i.e. non-binding)
• Each parliament in Belgium has set a ‘citizen panel’
• Going further?
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854 sq. km
76 920 pop.
Full-fledged
Region

Parliament
&
Government
Real powers
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• Phone call from the Minister-President of the 
Government and the President of the Parliament
• a Second Chamber (‘a Senate’)
• made of randomly selected citizens
• willing to set an annual budget
• ‘Before it is too late’
• with the help of the G1000 and international experts

• But…
• at least one party from the opposition (out of 3)
• before the elections of 26 May 2019
• taking into account the local elections of 14 October 2018
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Mini-publics

Second chamber
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1.5 year + rotation by 1/3

1 meeting per month
37.5 EUR per meeting
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16 y. old + inhabitants (and not citizens)
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Independent body
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Unanimously adopted (6 parties out of 6) on 25 February 2019 as a decree (i.e. a law)
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• 25 February 2019: adoption of the decree
• 26 April 2019: recruitment of Permanent Secretariat
• 26 May 2019: general elections
• 16 September 2019: first meeting of the Citizen Council
• 2 years later: evaluation
• In one’s lifetime: 67% chances of being randomly 

selected



Three research questions as conclusion:
• RQ1: why do some democracies adopt 

innovations?
• RQ2: how can we scale up deliberative 

democracy?
• RQ3: what are the long-term effects of 

permanent deliberative democracy?
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