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Introduction
About 300 million tons of synthetic compounds produced annually are partially released into natural waters'. Among these are
the micropollutants, inorganic and organic substances present at low concentrations (pg to ng/l) in the environment. Some of
them, namely endocrine disruptors (EDCs) modulate or disrupt the endocrine system of animals even at above mentioned
concentrations. To date, an effective and sustainable strategy against this insidious contamination of aquatic environments
barely exists. Physico-chemical treatments are unsuitable, e.g. due to high costs and “classical” wastewater treatment plants
function only as partial barriers. A novel approach taking advantage of the remarkable catalytic potential of the terrestrial wood-
rotting fungi (WRF) and emerging strategies of immobilization and insolubilization of enzymes for the removal of EDCs is

@sented.
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