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a range of ()pportunities ancl 5hOtte)nHOgS oC tEe Oslo—Potsdarn
Solution.
Empirically, the early regulations under ttw transboundary air

poflution regirne have reeeived the strongesi attention in tcrrns ot’
eHectivcness asscssrnents. Dependmg on the method (‘hosen, the early
sulfur atici nitrogen protocols have generateci only rnild to meclium
efiects on enviroomental quahty, tlius leaving substantial scope for
uTiproveci policy design (e.g. Heim anti Sprinz 2000). Recent research
showed henigri eflects of (1) the EU on member countries during the
First compliance pcriod under the Kyoto Protocol on clirnate change
as well as (2) legally bincling (compared with legally nonhinding) inter
national açrreernents on European water quality (Avrarni anci Sprinz
2t) 19; Kiippel and Spriz 2019).
Perhaps the lTiOst heralded global envininmental agreement is the

ozone regiine (Montreal Protocol and amendments) on substances
that deplete the stratospheric ozone layer. Since 1980, ozone—depletmg
substances have been reduced very suhstantially. yet recover to 1 980s
levels is flot toreseco he’fore the 2060s.
The climate change regime on greenhouse gas mitigation and

especially its 2015 Paris Agreement iviil hopefully witness a similar
trajectOr
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In 1981, Antoine van Agtmael (‘oified the term cc.mergiI1g markets,”

in contrait to the “third vorlcl” concept. His idea ivas te point at the
fàct that several developing c’eufltries ivere in a penod et’ transition,

: performing better econonnically than tEe rest oC the South. Acccrchng te
the International Monctary Fund (IMF’), the te1) ten emerging markets
in 2f) 18, therefore betore the Coronavirus crisis which ii likely tc) change
tEe game were China, Incha, Brazil, Russia, Mexico, Indonesia, Turkt’y,
Thailand, South Afriea, and Malaysia. Some of these ceuntries perferm
very well economically, but they also tàcc social prioritics (with letv human
development indexes) and are laggards tvith regards te environmental
performance. Emcrging ceuntries therefore have mixed characteristies
and challenge traditiona[ concepts sueh as the North -South clivide.
Ernerging reuntries are considered rich in terms of hiodiversity

resources (()rsini and Nakanabo Diallo 2f) 15), or megadiverse as they
host most oC thc worlds biodiversity and have traditional populations
that own important knewledge that biotechnology Companies ean turn
into commercial applications (pharmac’cuticals, cosmetics, etc.). l3ut
they are aIse large polluters, the fastest grewifig grcenhouse gas emitters
and are vulncrable te natural disasters due te scrieus social protleiTis
and lack oC adaptation policies. One shoulci kcep in mmd that more
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Inclians and Chinest’ Inc uncler the p Tty mie tihUl the poptilation o(
dii lcast developed countrit’s put tcgethct

1’rotii a global enVilS)fllYlelital ptrspe(’tive, ernerging countries are
intcresting fir two reasons. First. their respective Iàst—grosving middle
classes tend tic liave ait in (reasing environrnental tootprint. Second. their
CCOflOtTli(’ pt’rformance lcd thct;i te struggh fiw l_flore ktssertivcness in

major multihiteral institutions, notably those concerning trade, finan—
cing. and dcvtIc iprnci IL particuhtrlv China.
Altiiough tiitrt is HO (lear dehnition i)t the categorv et crnergmg

cc)untri(’s. tsV() t)lOad cnwrging cc)uittries’ negotiatrng COalitiOnS
active in economic governance have cmhraceci cnvironrnental issues,
namclv the BRICS tBrazil. Russia, India. China, and South Africa) and
the IllS\ (hidia. Brazih and South Airica). liwst’ loose cfOlIitiOtISct(tiVtIV
support rnuhiiatenti arenas iinking deveiopneïit and environmtnt,

such as the 2015 Addis Abaha i-\ttion Agenda and the Sustainable
Development Goals (SJ)Us).
Emerging countries eau aise organize in specific groups within pai•—

ticular tiegotiittiuns. [t \VaS only in 2009. at the Ccp’rshagcn summit oC
tise cimate change regime, that lnergiflg countries expresscd them
scives in it coahtioii stWciically ck’chcated 1(1 (‘limate change known
the BASIC group (Brazil. South Africa. India. and China) that has heen
prc)tfiitleflt within ciimate negotiations (Hociistetier and Milkoteit 2015).
in October 2f) 19. in a collective deciaration. BASIC members confirmed
thcir commitments te muitiatt’ralisns in order te address the issue and
tc) tester elimate resi uenct and promoic greenhouse gas emissions redue—
tion, tctw—carhoti and sustainal)lt’ cleveltpnietit.” Vet, ttwir specirw plans
fur action are uncicar.
Euncrging (Otititiies sliart’ principies and values that enahic’ theni to

vork tctgetht’n such as titi’ right IC) dcvclopnient. and the cornznon but
differenated responsibffies l)riliciptc’. ()vcratl, thev agrie that
high—ineome eountries niust take tirst responsibuhtv for hnancing global
environrnental solutions. Stili. they are incolisistent on a numher cf ether
issues. For instance, chsparities hctween the rncmhers cati 1w tound in

the hiosatetv reginw and the genetic rcsourccs rcgime (CuIlct and Raja
2001; Gupta anci Falkner 200(i). as well as in the ongoing biodiversity
hevond national urisdic1ion negotiations (sec Ocean protecfion) and
in tise Antarcfic Treaty System negotiations. h rnav aiso 1)e argued

that cnwrging countrws have in common a Ureciticntly stark dissonance
hctwcen thcir national policies ancl their hcrcign pohcy discourses. As a
resuit, their internatic mal gendla is oit en hmitcd hv tlwir p or environ—
mental regulations at home (Eeommv 2( )t )t I).

I\I I0. 1N( ( t )tN’I’RI IN

Fiucally, in glu) )al eucvironmental polities. emerging countries arc
often inctineci tu maintain a status cmuo that plays in their btvor (with
principles stieh as sovereignty or commets but difli’rentiated respon—
sibilities). rather than promoting major rebrms (Hcurre[I and Sengupta
21)12). A ft’w aspects arc’ changing then’ are some ifldlicate)tis that
emerging countries are trying tf) emhraec’ donor roles (sec also Md).
Whih’ the balance hetwecn the environmf’ntal benefits ancl hans ut’
the indis idual pmjects thc’ir dlevclopnietct hanks finance is uiot evtdcuit
(Hochstetlcr 2f) 19), they art’ recently activc’ly cngaging in rnttltilateral
funding schemes sticlt as the International l)evelupment Finance Club
for clirnate action (sec also Sustajnable finance).
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