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Case Study #1: The Olympian Weights
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The Olympian Weights

First German Excavations in Olympia (1875-1881)
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ca. 250 weights brought to light

ca. 185 weights ca. 65 weights
conserved transferred
in Olympia in Berlin

as “duplicates”
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The Olympian Weights

ca. 65 weights
transferred
in Berlin
as “duplicates”

ca. 10 weights Interchange
.. +
are missing of labels

Pergamon Museum, Berlin Pushkin Museum, Moscow



Case Study #2: The Athenian Weights
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~Aview of thecity. of A’ehens pamted?%ﬁwa?d DodweII (ca 1805)
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A view of the city of Athens palnted by Richard Temple (1810)
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The British Museum Collection

ca. 370 weights, mainly from Athens, of which three private collections:
— Burgon Collection (1842): 44 weights

— Blacas Collection (1867): 131 weights

— Woodhouse Collection (1866 and 1868): 105 weights



The Archaeological Society Collection (1866—1894)

566 weights, mainly from Athens:

— 125 bronze weights
— 441 lead weights

+ dozens of marble weights




Erich Pernice’s Corpus of Weights

830 ancient weights and 76 Byzantine weights,

Al Al J N A IRIAR A
GRIE()HIM)HE GEWICHTE mainly originating from Athens:

. A 1100
GESAMMELT, BESCHRIEBEN UND ERLAUTERT — 436 We'ghts Conserved |n the Archaeologlcal

TON .
| Society of Athens
Dr. ERICH PERNICE
QCENT AN DER UNIVERSITAT GREIFSWALD.

A — 138 weights seen in the antiquities trade and
%aﬁfg in private collections in Athens and Piraeus

MIT EINER TAFEL.

— 149 weights conserved in the British Museum

— 57 weights conserved in the
Antikensammlung, Berlin

— 126 weights conserved in other private and
 beRIN museum collections across Europe

WEIDMANNSCHE BUCHHANDLUNG
1894.




The British Museum Collection in Pernice’s Corpus

| A.—TABLE OF MR. BURGON'S WEIGHTS FROM ATHENS. |
POOIe' R.S.1863 All these weights are of lead, except Nos. 15 and 38, which are of bronsze.

Weight, Value, Attic] Excess Exocess
No.| Gre. |Inscription. Type. di(l:l‘:::l Com- or V;lmu:';hAL?o or
Troy. ' mercial® | deficiency. a. deficlency.
1 9,980 [MNA AIOP|Dolphin. A Mina . PR . .
2| 9,790 Ia. D (Mina) —180 . . -
8 7,171 |MNA Id. A N .o Mina .
4 7,048 I1d. d (Mina) —128
5| 4424 Diota B . -+ |§ MINA? —356.8
[] 8,874 Tortolse B .. . + MINA? +-288.6
7| 8482 |aEMO Id.t B .o -+ | Mina - 108.6
8 8,461 Turtle B . . . Mina —124.5
9 8,218 |TETAPT |Tortoise Alor D? MINA - 8676
10 | 2969 Half diota d MINA ¢ + 90.6
11 2,865 MO Turtle B MINA? - 84
12 2,210 |ARMO .| Half diota C - |4 MINA -180.8
13 1,872 Half turtle B B i MINA + 79.2
14 1,770 |EMITETAP |Half tortolse B .. . e § MINA - 7
15 1,608 Crescent B? Mina? —298 .. ..
16 1,648 B Mina? - 848 . . .
17| 1808 r M . B?or Dt |} Mina? — 893 < . .
18 1,348 (B . A . <. 2 deca- - 862
drachms,
19 1,281 MO Quarter diota? |B . MINA? + 858
20 1,172 |aH Crescent B . MINA ? - 231
21 L1711 Crescent B .o .. MINA? - ul
22 1,082 Half Turtle® B 1 Mina ? +-84 Mina ? -1181
28 | 1,046 |AEMO Crescent E A .o Mina ? -150.1
24 988 |AEMO Diota in wreath¢|B - Mina ? + 91.6
25 928.6 |ARMO Owl, A. In fleld+ |C } Mina +4 821
26 924 Hnlfhrmt and|B 4 Mina t 4 278
[
7 915.5 . D? . } Mins + 191
28 910.6 . . B v { Mina + 141
29 901 : Quarter diota B f . Mina + 46
80 889 (A..0 . d 1 Mina - 78
81 884 |AR Ora0 . c?  Mioa - 128
o2 869 Rose c? . { Mina - 218
8 869 |AEMO Uncertain obj. In|d . § Mina - 88
wreath ¢
84 846 Half crescent B P . } Mina? - 5138
85 766.56 |A : . e D? 4 didrachins —41.9
88 541.6 . B . = P 8 drachms?| — 821
87 521.6 |1 B tof*mhu'! 4285 .. .
33 450 B? drachms ? — 49 8 drachms? | 4 19.7
89 411 B 4 drachms? +118 |6 drachms?| — 193
0 | 38 B? 4 drachms? | —112 |6 drachms?| 4 294
1 Countermark, tripod. * Countermark, prow. 3 Turtle, headloss 4 Oountermark.

? Explanation of signs : A, Scarcely injured. B, A little weight lost. C, More than a little lost. D, Much
weight lost. d, Much corroded. B, Very much weight lost. When two signs aro given, the former ia the
more frobable. ¢ The weight of the Commercial Attic mina is hers assumed to be about 9,980 grs. 7 The
weight of the Solonian Attic mina is here assumed to be about 7,171 grs. The heavier talent is indicated by
wpital letters.

Murray, A. S. 1868. Numismatic Chronicle, n. s. 29, p. 57-73.

II.

GREEK WEIGHTS IN THE BRITISH MUSEUM.

Waen Mr. Poole' published, in 1863, forty specimens of
Greek weights acquired at Athens by
he almost exhausted the collection of the British
Museum. Since then it has been augmented by the
following items:—(I.) 8 specimens purchased from Mr.
at Athens in 1866, of which several had already
been published ;* (I1.) 50 added by the Blacas collection|;
(IT1.) 48 in the collection of the late of
Corfu, which has finally reached the Museum. The two
latter collections are mostly inedited. In both cases, too,
a difficulty sometimes arises as to where specimens were
found, though usually it is presumed that those coming
from Mr. Woodhouse were found in Corfu.

The state of preservation is such as might be expected
from a material like lead; the loss is very unequal, and
often difficult to estimate.

While making these preliminary remarks I may state
the denominations and relative value of the unit, and of
the several fractions employed by the Greek systems of

coinage.

1 Smith's ¢ Diet. of Bible,” art. Weights.
2 Schillbach, ¢ Annali del. Instit. di Corresp. Archwzol.,”
vol. xxxvii., 1865.

VOIL. VIII, N.5.




The British Museum Collection in Pernice’s Corpus

125) London, Brit. Mus. Oben in Relief
Schildkrote und Stempel mit Dreifufs. Be-
zeichnet AEMO. Vgl. Madden, Jewish coinage
S. 257 n. 7. Ziemlich gut erhalten. Aus Athen.
Gewicht . . . . . . . . . . .. 225,63 gr.. 902,52 er,
D ——

126) London, Brit. Mus., ehemals
AEMO. Vgl Numism. chron. 1868
S. 68 n. 103. Soutzo étal. 8. 454 n. 70. Gewicht | 225,38 gr.) 90252 gr

342.07,28.507

102. 242:22 (— 2240, [Burgoi]) Tortoige .
108. 225:38 (= 8480 | ,, |) , AEMO| |} Attic dim- 225.4
104. 228:88 (= 8406 »w o) »y AEMO noun (Solo- (new measuremen@
105. 219-80 (= 8896, Blacas) 'y J nic).

106. 210-28 (= 8246, Burgon) ,, TETAFT




The Archaeological Society Collection in Pernice’s Corpus

566 ancient weights, mainly from Athens > 436 weights published by Pernice

— 125 bronze weights > 89 weights published by Pernice
— 441 |lead weights > 347 weights published by Pernice

+ dozens of marble weights > 18 weights published by Pernice

Oben in Relief eine ganze Schildkrote.

206) Athen, arch. Gesellsch. | n. 1316,

M

1/ Ein_wenig abgenutst, ohne grofsere Be-
stofsung. Aus Memdi. Gewicht. . . . . (148,72gr. 892,32 gr.




The Archaeological Society Collection in Pernice’s Corpus

196

Burgon. Oben bezeichnet M. Vgl. Numism.
chron. 1868 S.67 n.59. Soutzo étal. S. 462
n. 326. Gewicht

793) .Athen, arch. Gesellsch. n. 248.

: O kK
Oben bezeichnet A

N A

stolsen, sonst gut erhalten. Gewicht .

An den Ecken be-

794) Athen, ebenda n. 1172. Oben ein-
geschnitten Ifl, unten eingeschnitten T oder J .
Sehr gut erhalten, an den Ecken ganz wenig
abgenutzt. Gewicht .

795)' Athen, ebenda n. 1 187.I Quadra-
tisches Bronzestuck. en 1 as Hinter-

bein eines Vierfiifslers, links und rechts
davon TA. Tadellos erhalten. Gewicht .

797) Athen, ebenda n. 2290. Quadra-
tisches Bronzestiick. Oben eingeschnitten AP,
unten A Q. Tadellos erhalten. Gewicht .

798) Athen, ebenda n. 1178. Oben in
Relief der Buchstabe A. Die Ecken etwas
abgenutzt, sonst kleine Bestofsungen. Gewicht

799) Athen, ebenda n. 1179. Oben ein-

geschnitten 11, unten . Tadellos erhalten.

Gewicht

800) Athen, ebenda n.1181. Rechteckiges
Bleistiick. Oben in Relief /// 7, unten —.
Sehr abgenutzt und beschidigt, auch von
Ansatzschicht iiberzogen. Gewicht .

73,83 gr.

36,23 gr.

33,675 gr.

32,07 gr.

801) Athen, ebenda n. 1186. Oben ein
kleiner Buckel. Sehr gut erhalten. In der
einen Ecke ein kleines Loch. Gewicht

802) |Athen, ebenda n. 1187. |Oben ein-
geritzt iE< Abgenuizt und ein wenig be-
stofsen. Gewicht .

804) Athen, arch. Gesellsch. n. 1188.
Rundes dickes Bleistiick. Oben eingeprefst ein
Fliigelrad. Am Rande kleine Bestofsungen,
sonst gut erhalten. Gewicht . '

805) Athen, ebenda n. 2635. Oben ein
ampel, darin in Relief M. Sehr gut er-
en, Gewicht . e e

806) London, Brit. Mus., ehemals bei

gon. Oben bezeichnet Ht. Vgl. Numism.
chron. 1868 S. 66 n. 38. Soutzo étal. S. 459
n. 238. Gewicht .

807) London, Brit. Mus., ehemals bei
Burgon. Oben bezeichnet {111. Vgl. Numism.
chron. 1868 S. 66 n. 36. Soutzo étal. S. 460
n. 269. Gewicht .

808) Athen, arch. Gesellsch. n. 2012.
Oben ein viereckiger Stempel, darin ein-
geritzt 11, Sehr gut erhalten. Gewicht .

809) Athen, ebenda m. 1162. Kugel-
abschnitt von Bronze. Auf der platten Fliche
in Relief K. Gut erhalten, ein wenig korrodiert.
Gewicht .

28,65 gr.

28,61 gr.

27,98 gr.




The Archaeological Museum Collection
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566 ancient weights, mainly from Athens: ca. 630 ancient weights

(only one inventory, no distinction

+ dozens of marble weights according to the material)



The Numismatic Museum Col

lection

ca. 750 ancient weights

New inv. nrs. 8453-9180
(only one inventory, no distinction
according to the material)

—

ca. 750 ancient weights

New inv. nrs. 1911-1912 A@" 1-751
(only bronze and lead weights;
only one inventory)



The Numismatic Museum Collection

Bought on May 25, 1884, from I'. KoutooUkou
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Conserved in the Archaeological Society of Athens until 1895
Inv.Nr.: 1046

NepwypadnrFrabuoc pe éktumov  AlOX KAA
ypaup. 245, mA. 0,045

Ap1Buoc NpwrokoAhov Napaddocewe: 1234
Ap1Bpog NpwrokoAhouv Eupetnpiou Apyaroloyiknc Etaupeiag: 1046
Tomnog Evpéoeswe: Ohvpnia
Napatnpnoeig: Hyopdobn mapa Koutcoukou

Noapedabn tw |. IPopwvw.

Awatayr Yroupy. 6911, 16 Anptdiouv 1912.

Transferred to the National Archaeological Museum of Athens in 1895
Inv.Nr.: 8461

1{54‘5’ Y461 4cfag. 245 o R BLOFT

: K AN

Transferred to the Numismatic Museum of Athens on June 30, 1912
Inv.Nr.: 1911-1912, A©@’, 545




Athenian Weights: Most Frequent Mistakes

* Misreading the inv. nr. (either in the catalogue or on the label)

e.g. 1553 instead of 1558 [T Regarde bien, Milou! |
' 160.891, Attention:un..

* Interchanging digits in the inv. nr.
e.g. 2678 instead of 2687

 Reading a label upside down (!)
e.g. 9688 instead of 8896

* Exchanging labels of very similar weights

* Confusing two similar inv. nrs. belonging to two separate catalogues (Br. vs. Pb.)

e Confusing inv. nrs. belonging to different museum collections

* Creating a duplicate by mistake
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