EARLY FOURTEENTH-CENTURY CATALAN THEBES: EXCAVATING A BOTHROS BETWEEN THE ISMENION HILL AND THE ELEKTRA GATE

The bothros presented here was revealed in early July 2011 in the low area to the northwest of the Ismenion hill, on a slight slope in what was then the eastern edge of the parking lot for the Thebes ΚΤΕΛ station just below the north-south road.  The pit was excavated under the auspices of the Thebes Synergasia Excavation Project, a Greek and American collaboration between the 9th Ephorate of Prehistoric and Classical Antiquity, the 23rd Ephorate of Byzantine Antiquity, and Professors Kevin Daly and Stephanie Larson of Bucknell University. This bothros is comparable to a number of the other pits from the top of the Ismenion hill itself, and since 2011 the synergasia has explored over ten such features in the area, but we present this bothros alone for two reasons: first, it is the only such feature from the parking lot so far discovered, an area that comprised a neighborhood surrounded by houses and workshops during the late Byzantine, Frankish, and Catalan periods.  Second, the bothros’ contents speak to domestic waste coming from houses in the vicinity, and its bottom layers offer a particularly clear deposit from the late thirteenth to mid-fourteenth century. The Ismenion bothros thus illuminates patterns of spatial organization, domestic life, and waste management for a relatively narrow period in the history of late Byzantine Thebes.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Notes of thanks here.] 


