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1/3 of children with externalized behavior problems display language deficits and 2/3 pragmatic impairments (Mackie & Law, 2010). These difficulties are frequently undiagnosed.
This association could be intensified by a common risk factor: a dysfunction in parent/child interactions (Barnett et al., 2012).

We evaluated the efficiency of a parent-implemented language intervention on parent/preschoolers interactions, preschoolers communication and behavioral characteristics.

Externalizing Behavior Problems (EBP) Structural language deficits and

(agitation, aggressiveness, disobedience) pragmatic difficulties

Dysfunction in parent/child interactions

METHODOLOGY

Intervention : Adapted from The Hanen Early Language parent Program (Girolametto & al., 1986).

Participants : we had met thirty-two parent/child dyads. Series of eight group sessions (1.5 hours). Included : review of information from previous session, discussion of
3 to 5 years old, French speaking children whose parents encountered difficulties to manage their child home activities, presentation of new strategies, opportunities to practice and explanation of activities to be
behaviour. carried out at home.
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Conclusion and clinical implications :
1. A dysfunction of parent/child interactions partly explains the communication deficits of children with EBP.
2. The multidisciplinary assessment of children with EBD shall include an evaluation of language development and particularly pragmatic abilities.
3. Early identification and support of communication needs of children with EBP is essential in clinical practice.




