
Greek weights 
in the Eastern Mediterranean:

An Overview



Greek weights
and coins

Sicyon, 1 mina

Tenedos, ½ mina

Sicyon, 1 stater

Tenedos, 1 drachma





18 Germinal An III (April 7, 1795) 19 Frimaire An VIII (December 10, 1799)



IG II² 1013 (late 2nd century BCE)



IG II² 1013 (late 2nd century BCE)

ἀγέτω δὲ καὶ ἡ μνᾶ ἡ ἐ‹μ›πορ‹ικ›ὴ στε[φανηφό]-

30 [ρου δραχ]μὰς ἑκατὸν τριάκοντα κ‹αὶ› ὀκτὼ πρὸ‹ς› τὰ στάθμια τὰ ἐν τῶι ἀργυροκοπί‹ωι› [κ]αὶ

[ῥοπ]‹ὴ›ν ἐ[χέτω στε]φανηφόρου δραχμὰς δεκαδύο, καὶ πωλε[ίτ]ωσαν πάντες τἆλλα ‹π›άντα ταύ-

[τηι] τῆι μνᾶι ‹πλ›ὴ‹ν› ὅσα πρὸς ἀργύριον διαρρήδην εἴρηται πωλεῖν, ἱστάντες τὸν πῆχυν τοῦ ζυ‹γ›[οῦ]

[ἰσόρ]ροπον ἄγοντα τὰς ‹ἑ›κατὸν πεντήκοντα δρ̣αχ[μὰ]ς τοῦ σ[τεφανηφ]όρου·

And the market mina shall weigh one hundred thirty-eight drachmas of the stephanephoros [silver], in 

accordance with the weights (στάθμια) which are at the mint, and shall have a makeweight of twelve 

drachmas of the stephanephoros [silver], and everyone shall sell everything else with this mina, except 

for what should expressly be sold in accordance with the silver [standard], balancing the beam of the 

scales at the weight of one hundred fifty drachmas of the stephanephoros [silver]. 

18 Germinal An III (April 7, 1795)



(7) The magistracies, as they are required to do by laws, shall make metrological instruments (σηκώματα) in

accordance with the established standards (σύμβολα)—i.e. in accordance with the liquid measures (ὑγρά), the

dry measures (ξηρά), and the weights (σταθμά)—, and shall require any seller, in the agora or in the workshops

or in the retail stores or in the taverns or in the warehouses, to use these measures (μέτρα) and weights

(σταθμά), and to measure (μετρέω) all the liquids (ὑγρά) with the same measure (μέτρον), and no magistracy

shall no more be allowed to make measures (μέτρα) or weights (στάθμια) [larger] or smaller than these.

IG II² 1013 (late 2nd century BCE)

7 Αἱ δὲ ἀρχαὶ̣ αἷς οἱ νόμοι προστά‹τ›τουσιν πρὸς τὰ κατεσκευα‹σ›[μένα]

σύμβολα σηκώματα ποι‹η›σάμεναι πρός τε τὰ ὑγρὰ καὶ τὰ ξ‹η›ρὰ καὶ τὰ σταθμὰ ἀ̣ν[αγ]‹κ›αζέτω[σαν]

[τοὺ]‹ς› πωλοῦν[τ]άς τι ἐν τῆι ἀγορᾶι ‹ἢ› ἐν τοῖς ἐργαστηρίοις ἢ τοῖς κα‹π›ηλείοις ἢ οἰνῶσιν ἢ ‹ἀ›πο[θήκαις]

10 [. . χ]ρῆσθαι τοῖς μέτροις καὶ τοῖς σταθμοῖς τούτοις μετροῦντας π‹ά›ντα ‹τ›ὰ ὑγ‹ρὰ› τ‹ῶ›ι αὐτῶ[ι]

[μέτ]ρωι, καὶ μ‹η›[κ]έτι ἐξέστω ‹μη›δεμιᾶι ἀρχῆι π‹οι›ήσασθαι μήτε μέτρα μήτε στάθμια [μηδὲ]

[μείζω] ‹μ›ηδὲ ‹ἐ›λά‹τ›τω τούτων

1er Vendémiaire An IV (September 23, 1795)



From the same [decree]:

The magistrates shall use the same measure (μέτρον), sealed with the leaden seal, in accordance with

the [seal] of the Skias, and shall not ask for more than one triobol; the magistracies shall also use the

previously stamped measures (μέτρα), if any of the sellers do not use a stamped mesure (μέτρον).

Ἐκ τοῦ ‹αὐ›τοῦ·

[Τοὺ]ς δὲ ἄρχοντας χρῆσθ[αι] τῶι αὐτῶι μέτρωι κεχ‹α›ρα‹γμ›ένωι τῶι χαρακτῆρ‹ι› μολυ[β]-

65 [δ]ῶι πρὸς τὸν ἐν τῆι Σκιά[δι, μ]ὴ π‹λ›εῖον πραττομένους τριωβόλου· χρῆσθαι δὲ ‹κ›α[ὶ]

[τ]‹ὰ›ς ἀρ‹χ›ὰς τοῖς προ‹ε›σφραγισμένο‹ις› μέτρο‹ι›ς, ἐὰν μή τις τῶ‹ν› πωλούντω[ν τι]

σφραγιστῶι μέτρωι χρῆται.

IG II² 1013 (late 2nd century BCE)

1er Vendémiaire An IV (September 23, 1795)





Mainland 
Greece

ATHENS

OLYMPIA



Olympian
weights:

Klasse A

1 talent = 60 minas (6000 Att. dr. = 4200 Aeg. dr.)



Olympian
weights:

Klasse A

1 mina
(100 Att. dr. = 70 Aeg. dr.)

4 minas (400 Att. dr. = 280 Aeg. dr.) 2 minas (200 Att. dr. = 140 Aeg. dr.)

½ mina
(50 Att. dr. = 35 Aeg. dr.)

¼ mina
(25 Att. dr. = 17.5 Aeg. dr.)



Olympian
weights:

Klasse B

4 minas (420 Att. dr. = 294 Aeg. dr.)
2 minas (210 Att. dr. = 147 Aeg. dr.)

1 mina
(105 Att. dr. = 73.5 Aeg. dr.)

½ mina
(52.5 Att. dr. = 36.75 Aeg. dr.)

¼ mina
(26.25 Att. dr. = 18.375 Aeg. dr.)



1 mina
(112 Att. dr. = 78.75 Aeg. dr.)

Olympian
weights:

Klasse C

4 minas (448 Att. dr. = 315 Aeg. dr.) 2 minas (224 Att. dr. = 157.5 Aeg. dr.)

¹⁄₈ mina
(14 Att. dr. = 9.84 Aeg. dr.)

¼ mina
(28 Att. dr. = 19.69 Aeg. dr.)

½ mina
(56 Att. dr. = 39.375 Aeg. dr.)



Olympian
weights
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Klasse A

Klasse B

Klasse C



Olympian
weights

Denominations Klasse A Klasse B Klasse C

1 talent
6000 Att. dr.
4200 Aeg. dr.

— —

4 minas
400 Att. dr.
280 Aeg. dr.

420 Att. dr.
294 Aeg. dr.

448 Att. dr.
315 Aeg. dr.

2 minas
200 Att. dr.
140 Aeg. dr.

210 Att. dr.
147 Aeg. dr.

224 Att. dr.
157.5 Aeg. dr.

1 mina
100 Att. dr.
70 Aeg. dr.

105 Att. dr.
73.5 Aeg. dr.

112 Att. dr.
78.75 Aeg. dr.

½ mina
50 Att. dr.
35 Aeg. dr.

52.5 Att. dr.
36.75 Aeg. dr.

56 Att. dr.
39.375 Aeg. dr.

¼ mina
25 Att. dr.
17.5 Aeg. dr.

26.25 Att. dr.
18.375 Aeg. dr.

28 Att. dr.
19.69 Aeg. dr.

⅛ mina — —
14 Att. dr.
9.84 Aeg. dr.

Hitzl 1996
“Äginetischer
Standard”

“Attischer
Standard”

“Attisch–
aginetischer
Standard”



Athenian
weights
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Distribution of Athenian weights (2 staters, 1 stater, ½ stater = 1 mina, ¼ stater)



Athenian
weights:

100dr.–mina

2 staters (400 Att. dr.)



Athenian
weights:

100dr.–mina

⅓ stater
(66.67 Att. dr.)

1 stater (200 Att. dr.)

¼ stater
(50 Att. dr.)

¹⁄₈ stater
(25 Att. dr.)½ stater = 1 mina

(100 Att. dr.)

⅙ stater
(33.33 Att. dr.)

¹⁄₁₂ stater
(16.67 Att. dr.)



Athenian
weights:

105dr.–mina
½ stater = 1 mina

(105 Att. dr.)

2 staters (420 Att. dr.)

1 stater (210 Att. dr.)



¼ stater
(52.5 Att. dr.)

¹⁄₈ stater
(26.25 Att. dr.)

⅓ stater
(70 Att. dr.)

⅙ stater
(35 Att. dr.)

¹⁄₁₂ stater
(17.25 Att. dr.)

¹⁄₁₆ stater
(13.125 Att. dr.)

Athenian
weights:

105dr.–mina



1 mina
(112 Att. dr.)

Athenian
weights:

112dr.–mina

1 stater (224 Att. dr.)

¼ stater
(56 Att. dr.)

¹⁄₈ stater
(28 Att. dr.)

⅓ stater
(74.67 Att. dr.)

⅙ stater
(37.33 Att. dr.)

¹⁄₁₂ stater
(18.67 Att. dr.)

¹⁄₁₆ stater
(14 Att. dr.)



Denominations Ratio 100 Ratio 105 Ratio 112

2 staters
(4 minas)

400 Att. dr. 420 Att. dr. 448 Att. dr.

1 stater
(2 minas)

200 Att. dr. 210 Att. dr. 224 Att. dr.

½ stater
1 mina

100 Att. dr. 105 Att. dr. 112 Att. dr.

⅓ stater
(⅔mina)

66.67 Att. dr. 70 Att. dr. 74.67 Att. dr.

¼ stater
(½ mina)

50 Att. dr. 52.5 Att. dr. 56 Att. dr.

⅙ stater
(⅓mina)

33.33 Att. dr. 35 Att. dr. 37.33 Att. dr.

⅛ stater
(¼ mina)

25 Att. dr. 26.25 Att. dr. 28 Att. dr.

¹⁄₁₂ stater
(¹⁄₆ mina)

16.67 Att. dr. 17.25 Att. dr. 18.67 Att. dr.

¹⁄₁₆ stater
(⅛mina)

12.5 Att. dr. 13.125 Att. dr. 14 Att. dr.

Athenian
weights:

Stater/Mina



Athenian
weights:

Drachma

33.33 drachmas
25 drachmas

20 drachmas

16 drachmas 12 drachmas

8 drachmas 4 drachmas 1 drachma



Denominations (Total)

33.33 drachmas × 1

25 drachmas ×× 2

20 drachmas ×××× 4

16 drachmas ××× 3

12 drachmas ×××××× 6

10 drachmas ×××××× 6

8 drachmas ××××××××××××××××××××××××××× 27

6 drachmas ××××××××××××× 13

5 drachmas ×××××××××××××××××× 18

4 drachmas ×××××××××××××××××××××××××××××××××××××× 38

3 drachmas ×××××××××××× 12

2 drachmas ×××××××××××××××××××× 20

1.5 drachma ××× 3

1 drachma ×××××××××× 10

4 obols ×× 2

3 obols ×××× 4

2 obols × 1

Athenian
weights:

Drachma



Agoranomic
decree
(late 2nd cent. 
BCE) “And the market mina shall weigh one hundred thirty–eight drachmas of the

stephanephoros [silver], in accordance with the weights (στάθμια) which are at
the mint, and shall have a makeweight of twelve drachmas of the stephanephoros
[silver], and everyone shall sell everything else with this mina, except for what
should expressly be sold in accordance with the silver [standard], balancing the
beam of the scales at the weight of one hundred fifty drachmas of the
stephanephoros [silver]. (…) All [the weighing instruments] shall be harmonized to
the scales and weights which are in the marketplace. (...)

IG II–III² 1013, l. 29–37

Ἀγέτω δὲ καὶ ἡ μνᾶ ἡ ἐ‹μ›πορ‹ικ›ὴ στε[φανηφό|ρου δραχ]μὰς ἑκατὸν τριάκοντα
κ‹αὶ› ὀκτὼ πρὸ‹ς› τὰ στάθμια τὰ ἐν τῶι ἀργυροκοπί‹ωι› [κ]αὶ | [ῥοπ]‹ὴ›ν ἐ[χέτω
στε]φανηφόρου δραχμὰς δεκαδύο, καὶ πωλε[ίτ]ωσαν πάντες τἆλλα ‹π›άντα
ταύ|[τηι] τῆι μνᾶι ‹πλ›ὴ‹ν› ὅσα πρὸς ἀργύριον διαρρήδην εἴρηται πωλεῖν,
ἱστάντες τὸν πῆχυν τοῦ ζυ‹γ›[οῦ | ἰσόρ]ροπον ἄγοντα τὰς ‹ἑ›κατὸν πεντήκοντα
δρ̣αχ[μὰ]ς τοῦ σ[τεφανηφ]όρου· (…) [εἶναι δὲ | σύ]νφ[ω]να πάντα τοῖς ἐν τῶι
ἐμπορίωι ζ[υ]‹γ›ο[ῖς κ]αὶ σ‹τ›[α]θ[̣μ]ο[ῖς]. (...)



Metrological
reform
(late 2nd cent. 
BCE)

1 commercial mina
(ἐμπορικὴ μνᾶ)

(138 Att. dr.)

1 commercial mina
(ἐμπορικὴ μνᾶ)

(150 Att. dr.)

12 drachmas

IG II–III² 1013, l. 54–55

Θέτω ‹δ›[ὲ Διόδωρος εἰς Ἀ]‹κ›ρόπολιν σηκώματα τοῦ τε̣ ἐμπορι‹κ›οῦ [ταλάν|το]υ
καὶ δεκάμνου καὶ δί‹μν›ου [καὶ μνᾶς καὶ] ἡμιμναίου καὶ ταρ̣τη‹μ›όρου καὶ χοὸς
[καὶ χοίνικος].

Diodoros shall deposit in the Acropolis metrological instruments (σηκώματα) of
the commercial talent, a decamnoun, a dimnoun, a mina, a half–mina, a quarter
mina, a chous, and a choinix.”



Denominations Ratio 138 Ratio 150 Ratio 162? Ratio 175?

1 stater
(2 minas)

276 Att. dr. 300 Att. dr. 324 Att. dr.? 350 Att. dr.?

½ stater
1 mina

138 Att. dr. 150 Att. dr. 162 Att. dr.? 175 Att. dr.?

⅓ stater
(⅔mina)

92 Att. dr. — — —

¼ stater
½ mina

69 Att. dr. 75 Att. dr. 81 Att. dr.? 87.5 Att. dr.?

⅙ stater
(⅓mina)

46 Att. dr. — — —

⅛ stater
¼ mina

34.5 Att. dr. 37.5 Att. dr. 40.5 Att. dr.? 43.75 Att. dr.?

¹⁄₁₂ stater
(¹⁄₆ mina)

23 Att. dr. — — —

¹⁄₁₆ stater
⅛mina

17.25 Att. dr. 18.75 Att. dr. 20.25 Att. dr.? 21.87 Att. dr.?

Athenian
weights:

Stater / Mina



Propontis

LYSIMACHIA

LAMPSACUS

ALEXANDRIA TROAS

CYZICUS

NICOMEDIA

CHALCEDON

BYZANTIUM



Propontis:
Cyzicus 3 minas

1 mina
⅓ mina

2 minas

½ mina
¼ mina



Propontis:
Cyzicus

3 staters
2 staters 1 stater ½ stater



Propontis:
Lampsacus

½ mina

¼ mina



Propontis:
Lysimachia

2 minas

½ mina

¼ mina

3 minas
1 mina

⅓ mina



6 libras
10/XII/156 – 9/XII/157

Pontus–
Bithynia



1 libra
23.IX.243 – 22.IX.244

Pontus–
Bithynia



Pontus–
Bithynia

½ libra
23.IX.244 – 22.IX.245



Pontus–
Bithynia

2 libras
23/IX/249 – 22/IX/250



Black Sea

HERACLEA PONTICA

OLBIA

ISTRUS

CALLATIS

ODESSUS

TOMIS



Black Sea:
Istrus

1 mina

½ mina

1 drachma



Black Sea:
Istrus

¹⁄₈ mina

¼ mina

1 drachma



Black Sea:
Tomis

4 libras



Black Sea:
Tomis

2 libras 1 libra ½ libra



Black Sea:
Heraclea
Pontica

1 mina



Black Sea:
Heraclea
Pontica

¼ mina



Asia Minor

RHODES

MILETUS

COLOPHON

EPHESUS

CHIOS
SMYRNA



Asia Minor:
Chios

2 minas

½ mina

¼ mina1 mina



Asia Minor:
Colophon

1 libra



Asia Minor:
Colophon

1 libra



Asia Minor:
Ephesus

1 libra ½ libra

¼ libra

¹⁄₈ libra



Syria,
Phoenicia, 
and Levant

BYBLUS

LAODICEA

SELEUCIA PIERIA

ANTIOCH

MARATHUS
ARADUS

TYRE

BERYTUS

GAZA

HERACLEA AD MARE



Syria:
Seleucia

½ mina

¼ mina ¼ mina
¹⁄₈ mina

1 mina



Syria:
Antioch and 
Seleucia

¼ mina
¹⁄₈ mina

¼ mina
¹⁄₈ mina

¼ mina



Syria:
Antioch

2 minas
1 mina

SE 119 = 194/193 BCE



2 minas
SE 126 = 187/186 BCE

Syria:
Antioch and 
Seleucia

1 mina



¼ mina
SE 100 = 213/212 BCESyria:

Antioch ½ mina

¼ mina
¹⁄₈ mina



Syria:
Seleucia

¹⁄₈ mina
SE 159 = 154/153 BCE

¹⁄₈ mina
SE 155? = 158/157 BCE?

1 mina
SE 154 = 159/158 BCE

¹⁄₈ mina
SE 154 = 159/158 BCE



Syria:
Seleucia

½ mina
SE 155 = 158/157 BCE

¼ mina
SE 155 = 158/157 BCE



Syria:
Seleucia

¹⁄₈ mina
SE 161 = 152/151 BCE

2 minas 
SE 161 = 152/151 BCE



1 mina
SE 162 = 151/150 BCE

Syria:
Seleucia

½ mina
SE 162 = 151/150 BCE



Syria:
Seleucia



Syria:
Antioch

1 mina
Antiochus IV Epiphanes

(ca. 174–168 BCE)



Syria:
Antioch

2 minas
Demetrius I Soter (163–151 BCE)



Syria:
Antioch ¼ mina

Diodotus Tryphon
(142–138 BCE)



Syria:
Antioch

Antiochus VIII Grypus (121–97 BCE) Antiochus X Eusebes (95–92 BCE)



Syria:
Antioch

Seleucus VI Epiphanes Nikator (96–95 BCE)
SE 218 = 95/94 BCE



2 minas
SE 205 = 108/107 BCE

¹⁄₈ mina

Syria:
Heraclea
ad Mare



½ mina
SE 163 = 150/149 BCE

¼ mina
SE 163̣̣= 150/149 BCE

Syria:
Laodicea



½ mina
SE 168 = 145/144 BCE

Syria:
Laodicea



1 mina
SE 184 = 129/128 BCE

1 mina
SE 207 = 106/105 BCE

Syria:
Laodicea



¹⁄₈ mina
Caesarian Era 13 = 36/35 BCE

½ mina
Actium Era 33

= Caesarian Era 50
= 2/3 CE

¹⁄₈ mina
Caesarian Era 51 = 3/4 CE

Syria:
Laodicea



1 mina
Caesarian Era 29 = 20/19 BCE

Syria:
Laodicea



Syria:
Laodicea

¹⁄₁₆ mina

¹⁄₁₆ mina

¹⁄₁₆ mina

¹⁄₁₆ mina

¹⁄₁₆ mina



¹⁄₁₆ mina
Caesarian Era 210 = 162/163 CE

¹⁄₁₆ mina
Caesarian Era 196 = 148/149 CE

¹⁄₃₂ mina
Caesarian Era 208 = 160/161 CE

¹⁄₃₂ mina
Caesarian Era 104 = 56/57 CE

Syria:
Laodicea



1 libra
Caesarian Era 253

= Colony Era 9
= Metropolis Era 13

= 205/206 CE

½ libra
Caesarian Era 191

= 143/144 CE

Syria:
Laodicea



Phoenicia:
Aradus

100 sheqels



25 sheqels

10 sheqels

5 sheqels 2 sheqels

12 sheqels

50 sheqels

Phoenicia:
Aradus



Phoenicia:
Marathus

100 sheqels



22 sheqels

50 sheqels

25 sheqels

10 sheqels

2 sheqels5 sheqels

Phoenicia:
Marathus



¹⁄₈ mina¼ mina

1 mina
½ mina

Phoenicia:
Byblus



Phoenicia:
Byblus

¼ mina



Phoenicia:
Tyre



Greek weights 
in the Eastern Mediterranean:

An Overview


