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This volume
This volume, in two parts, is the fi fth and last preliminary report on the excavations conducted at the Bronze 
Age site of Kephali tou Agiou Antoniou at Sissi in the nomos of Lasithi, Crete. It covers the campaigns during the 
summers of 2017, 2018 and 2019 with quite detailed reports on the diff erent areas excavated, including the 
cemetery, the residential structures and the Court-Centred Building. We also report on the tests conducted 
and the three survey campaigns in the east part of the Sissi basin, with additional attention to the ammouda
quarry and WW II remains. The volume also includes a series of scientifi c analyses that have been made on 
some of the material (ceramics, seals, gold, plaster, coins) and a brief presentation of the consolidation eff orts 
that have been done on the remains discovered thus far. Since the study of the architecture, stratigraphy and 
fi nds is still on-going, all results should be considered as provisional. The fi nal excavation reports that are in 
progress may modify some of the opinions expressed in this volume or the previous ones.

The authors
The excavations are carried out under the direction of Prof. Jan Driessen of the UCLouvain (INCAL-CEMA-
AEGIS) with which several of the collaborating authors are affi  liated or associated (Dr. C. Langohr, 
Dr. Q. Letesson, Dr. M. Devolder, Dr. S. Déderix, Dr. F. Gaignerot-Driessen, Dr. O. Mouthuy, 
Dr. I. Mathioudaki, T. Claeys, N. Kress, L.M. Magno, D. Wolf, E. Tsafou, R. Dubois, T. Terrana). 
Dr. A. Schmitt is at the CNRS (U. of Marseille), with which also A. Delliste, C. Girardi and E. Sperandio are 
associated.  Dr. M. Anastasiadou is at the University of Vienna and Dr. I. Caloi at the University of Ca’Foscari in 
Venice. Dr. Sarris was at Forth in Rethymnon (with M. Manataki) but is now at the University of Cyprus; 
Dr. B. Legarra Herrero, E. Hayter & colleagues are at University College London, Dr. P. Iossif is deputy-director 
of the EBSA, while T. Sager is at the University of Toronto.

The AEGIS (Aegean Interdisciplinary Studies) series attempts to make the results of new archaeological 
research on Aegean and especially Minoan societies available to the scientifi c and wider public at a rapid 
pace. Monographs, PhD dissertations, proceedings of scientifi c meetings and excavation reports complete 
each other to off er a general view of this time frame which is of primary importance to understand the 
ancient world and its historical, political, symbolical and social sequences.

103057 XXXX €

21
21

Excavations at Sissi V 
Preliminary Report on 

the 2017-2019 Campaigns
VOLUME 1&2

Edited by Jan Driessen
With M. Anastasiadou, I. Caloi, T. Claeys, S. Déderix, M. Devolder, R. Dubois, 

F. Gaignerot-Driessen, N. Kress, C. Langohr, Q. Letesson, L.M. Magno,
I. Mathioudaki, O. Mouthuy, A. Schmitt, T. Terrana, E. Tsafou, D. Wolf

Couv AEGIS-21-SISSI Vol1.indd   1Couv AEGIS-21-SISSI Vol1.indd   1 10/01/22   10:0710/01/22   10:07







Excavations at Sissi V.

Preliminary Report on the  

2017 - 2019 Campaigns

Volume 1





Excavations at Sissi V.

Preliminary Report on the 

2017 - 2019 Campaigns

 

Jan Driessen, with contributions by 
M. Anastasiadou, A. Benzonelli, I. Caloi, F. Carpentier, T. Claeys, I. Crevecoeur, S. Déderix, 

M.-F. Deguilloux, A. Delliste, M. Devolder, R. Dubois, F. Gaignerot-Driessen, C. Girardi, E. Hayter, 
J. Heywood, P.P. Iossif, N. Kress, C. Langohr, B. Legarra Herrero, Q. Letesson, L.M. Magno, M. Manataki, 

M. Martinón-Torres, I. Mathioudaki, O. Mouthuy, T. Mumelter, M.N. Pareja, M.-H. Pemonge, T. Sager, 
A. Sarris, A. Schmitt, I. Schoep, E. Sperandio, T. Terrana, E. Tsafou, D. Wolf.

Volume 1



© Presses universitaires de Louvain, 2021
http://pul.uclouvain.be
Registration of copyright: D/2021/9964/52
ISBN: 978-2-39061-198-1
ISBN PDF version: 978-2-39061-199-8
Printed in Belgium by CIACO scrl – printer number 103057
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be
reproduced, adapted or translated, in any form or by any
means, in any country, without the prior permission of
Presses universitaires de Louvain

Graphic design: Marie-Hélène Grégoire 
Cover Image: Lapis lacedaemonius sealstone from Sissi (©EBSA; M. Anastasiadou). 
Volume set in Adobe InDesign by Nicolas Kress

Distribution: www.i6doc.com, on-line university publishers
Available on order from bookshops or at

Diffusion universitaire CIACO (University Distributors)
Grand-Rue, 2/14
1348 Louvain-la-Neuve, Belgium
Tel: +32 10 47 33 78
Fax: +32 10 45 73 50
duc@ciaco.com

Distributor in France:
Librairie Wallonie-Bruxelles
46 rue Quincampoix
75004 Paris, France
Tel: +33 1 42 71 58 03
Fax: +33 1 42 71 58 09
librairie.wb@orange.fr



To the memory of Kostas Davaras (1933-2021),
 first explorer of the archaeological site at Sissi 

                       

Volume printed with financial support from the ARC 20/25-106 TALOS funded by 
the Communauté française de Belgique.





Contents

Volume 1

1.	 Excavations at Sissi, 2017-2019� 1
An Overview

Jan Driessen

2.	 Geophysical Investigations at Sissi� 23
Phase III (2017)

Apostolos Sarris
Meropi Manataki

3.1.	 The Prepalatial and Protopalatial Cemetery� 35
Zone 9

Aurore Schmitt
Sylviane Déderix

3.2.	 Excavation of a Pithos Burial in Compartment 1.23� 55
Zone 1

Isabelle Crevecoeur

3.3.	 Paleogenetic Analyses of Human Remains at Sissi � 58
Marie-France Deguilloux
Marie-Hélène Pemonge
Aurore Schmitt
Jan Driessen 
Ilse Schoep 
Frank Carpentier
Isabelle Crevecoeur

4.	 The Exploration of the Middle Terrace� 63
Zone 18

Tia Sager
Chloé Girardi
Anaïs Delliste

5.1.	 The North Terrace on the Top of the Hill� 109
Zone 8

Thérèse Claeys

5.2.	 The Excavation of the North Terrace on Top of the Hill � 111
Zone 8

Thérèse Claeys

5.3.	 Late Bronze Age Perinatal and Infants’ Burials at Sissi� 188
Zone 8

Emeline Sperandio
Aurore Schmitt
Thérèse Claeys
Charlotte Langohr
Evgenia Tsafou



Contents

viii

6.1.	 The Sissi Court-Centred Building� 198
Introduction

Jan Driessen

6.2.	 The Excavation of the North-East Wing� 209
Zone 6

Maud Devolder 
Diana Wolf

6.3.	 The Excavation of the North-West Wing � 234
Zone 11

Sylviane Déderix

6.4.	 The Excavation of the West Wing and Upper Western Terrace� 265
Zone 10

Quentin Letesson

6.5.	 The Excavation of the South-West Wing � 338
Zone 17

Théo Terrana

6.6.	 The Excavation of the Central Court of the Court-Centred Building at Sissi� 366
Zone 16

Emilie Hayter 

6.7.	 The Excavation of the South Wing � 385
Zone 16

Thomas Mumelter
Jan Driessen

6.8.	 The Excavation of the East Wing of the CCB and the South-East part of the Court � 390
Zone 15

Ophélie Mouthuy

7.1.	 Tests conducted during the 2017-2019 Campaigns� 436
Zone 19

Sylviane Déderix

7.2.	 Tests conducted during the 2017-2019 Campaigns� 442
Building CD - Test conducted in Space 3.4 of the Postpalatial Building

Florence Gaignerot-Driessen 
Quentin Letesson

7.3.	 Tests conducted during the 2017-2019 Campaigns� 445
Test in Avlaki, Zone 20 

Théo Terrana



Sissi V

ix

Volume 2

8.1.	 Archaeological Survey of the East Sissi Basin – A Preliminary Report� 447
Introduction and Objectives of the Survey

Théo Terrana
Ophélie Mouthuy
Nicolas Kress
Jan Driessen

8.2.	 The Survey of the East Coast � 451
Zones 32 & 33

Ophélie Mouthuy

8.3.	 Preliminary Report on the 2018-2019 Survey� 457
Zones 21-31

Théo Terrana 
Jacob Heywood

8.4.	 The Μαύρα Βλιχάδια Quarry� 487
SI.03

Maud Devolder

8.5.	 The Sissi Area in World War II� 492
Jan Driessen

9.1.	 Neopalatial and Final Palatial Ceramic Assemblages at Sissi � 499
New Evidence and Current Issues

Charlotte Langohr

9.2.	 Reconstructing the Neopalatial Pottery Sequence at Sissi� 524
From the MM IIIA to the LM IB Period based on four Neopalatial Deposits from the Site

Iro Mathioudaki

9.3.	 Consuming Pottery at Early Prepalatial Sissi � 564
Preliminary Observations on the EM IIA and B Ceramic deposits from the Settlement

Ilaria Caloi

9.4.	 Preliminary Report on the Protopalatial Pottery of the Sissi Settlement� 575
Roxane Dubois

9.5.	 Function and Use of Ceramic Vessels� 588
Application of Organic Residue Analysis at Sissi (ORA.SI.)

Evgenia Tsafou

10.	 Micro-Scale Geoarchaeology at Sissi� 594
Methodological Framework and Preliminary Results

Laura Matilde Magno 

11.	 The Seals, Sealings and Other Clay Objects from the 2017-2019 Campaigns at Sissi� 599
Maria Anastasiadou

12.	 Observations on Sissi Plasters� 619
Zone 5 

Marie N. Pareja



13.	 Some Notes on the Sissi Preservation Program� 637
Thérèse Claeys

14.	 Roman Coins from a Minoan site� 662
The Numismatic Finds from Sissi, Crete

Panagiotis P. Iossif

15.	 Technological and Chemical Analyses of the Gold Items of the Sissi Project (2011-2019)� 666
Agnese Benzonelli
Borja Legarra Herrero 
Marcos Martinón-Torres

16.	 References� 676



List of Illustrations

Fig. 1.1	 Team members during the 2017, 2018 and 2019 campaigns at Sissi (©EBSA; G. McGuire)	 2

Fig. 1.2	 Aerial photographs of the Kephali excavations at the end of the 2017 campaign (top left), 
situation at the end of the 2018 campaign showing the zones explored (top right) and at the 
end of the 2019 campaign (bottom) (©EBSA; N. Kress)	 5

Fig. 1.3	 Kephali site at Sissi: organisation in zones (©EBSA; N. Kress) 	 6

Fig. 1.4	 Aerial of Building M, showing skeleton in position; Drone-base reconstructed 
3D-representation of the shaft grave in Zone 18: pottery in orange, mirror in green (©EBSA; 
N. Kress)	 8

Fig. 1.5	 Aerial photo of the court building at Sissi, north at left, in 2019 (©EBSA; N. Kress)	 11

Fig. 1.6	 Prepalatial remains, excavated and suggested by GPR, west of the CCB at Sissi (©EBSA; N. 
Kress, A. Sarris & Q. Letesson)	 12

Fig. 1.7	 Stone platform to the south-west of the Central Court at Sissi (from north and east) (above) 
(©EBSA; J. Driessen) and (below) to the northwest of the court at Gournia (courtesy T. Sager) 	13

Fig. 1.8	 South-west side of the Central Court with (A) stone platform, (B) Western Entrance Passage 
(WEP) and (C) partly reconstructed potential horns of consecration (©EBSA, J. Driessen)	 14

Fig. 1.9	 Nirou Chani: Reconstruction of the stepped platform with horns of consecration against 
the south side of the court (©EBSA; N. Kress, based on a photo of the platform by Monika 
Zacher and a photo by Georgia Flouda of the horns conserved in the Heraklion museum)	 14

Fig. 1.10	 Ashlar platform: Orthophoto (©EBSA; E. Zografou & N. Kress), drawing (©EBSA; E. 
Zografou) and two phases of steps into Space 6.17, seen from south-east; reconstruction 
based on tumble (©EBSA; J. Driessen, E. Zografou)	 15

Fig. 1.11	 Part of a bull rhyton as found within the Northern Entrance Passage (©EBSA; J. Driessen)	 17

Fig. 1.12	 One of the painted plaster floors in Space 10.22 (©EBSA; C. Papanikolopoulos)	 18

Fig. 1.13	 Two views (from west) of the semi-circular depression south of the South Façade of the 
West Wing showing broken pottery and plaster floors at different levels (©EBSA; J. Driessen)	19

Fig. 2.1	 Location and extent of the grids surveyed on the Kephali hill in 2017 (Areas D & E), in 
2016 (Area C) and 2015 (Areas A & B) (©EBSA; A. Sarris)	 24

Fig. 2.2	 Results of the GPR survey in Area D. Top left: rectified slice of 0.30-0.40 m (survey along 
both XY-axes). Top right: rectified slice of 0.70-0.80 m (survey along both XY-axes). 
Bottom: diagrammatic interpretation of the GPR reflectors (©EBSA; A. Sarris; orthophoto 
N. Kress, plan E. Zografou)	 26

Fig. 2.3	 Results of the GPR survey of section D1 along X-, Y- and XY-axes (250 MHZ antenna; data 
processed with EKKO project 2). North at the top (©EBSA; A. Sarris)	 27

Fig. 2.4	 Results of the GPR survey of section D2 along X-, Y- and XY-axes (250 MHZ antenna; data 
processed with EKKO project 2). North at the top (©EBSA; A. Sarris)	 28

Fig. 2.5	 Results of the GPR survey of section D3 along X-, Y- and XY-axes (250 MHZ antenna; data 
processed with EKKO project 2). North at the top (©EBSA; A. Sarris)	 29



List of Illustrations

xii

Fig. 2.6	 3D Representation of the GPR reflectors from the east section of Area D (section D1), (GPR 
antenna: 250 MHZ antenna; data processed with Voxler). North to the top left (©EBSA; A. 
Sarris)	 30

Fig. 2.7	 Results of the GPR survey in Area D. Top left: rectified slice of 0.50-0.60 m (survey along 
Y-axis); top right: rectified slice of 0.70-0.80 m (survey along Y-axis); middle left: rectified 
slice of 0.70-0.80 m (survey along X-axis); middle right: rectified slice of 1.00-1.10 m 
(survey along X-axis); bottom: diagrammatic interpretation of the GPR reflectors (©EBSA; 
A. Sarris; orthophotos N. Kress, plan E. Zografou)	 31

Fig. 2.8	 Results of the GPR survey of Area E along X-, Y- and XY-axes (250 MHZ antenna; data 
processed with EKKO project 2). North at the top (©EBSA; A. Sarris)	 32

Fig. 2.9	 3D Representation of the GPR reflectors from Area E (GPR antenna: 250 MHZ antenna; 
data processed with Voxler). North at the top (©EBSA; A. Sarris)	 33

Fig. 2.10	 Integrated results of the geophysical campaigns of 2015-2016-2017 (©EBSA; A. Sarris; 
aerial N. Kress, plan E. Zografou)	 34

Fig. 3.1.1	 Aerial photo of Zone 9 with the location of the spaces and extensions mentioned in the text 
(©EBSA; N. Kress, A. Schmitt & S. Déderix)	 36

Fig. 3.1.2	 Aerial photo of Zone 9 with the location of the main features (FE) discussed in the text and 
the supposed limits of Tombs 9A and 9B (©EBSA; N. Kress, A. Schmitt & S. Déderix)	 37

Fig. 3.1.3	 Space 9.4: Bones of perinates in the centre of pit FE116 and articulated rib cage, spine, left 
hip bone and femur of an adult to the south (©EBSA; A. Schmitt)	 37

Fig. 3.1.4	 West Extension 2: Pebble floor (FE144) predating the construction of Space 9.5 (©EBSA; A. 
Schmitt)	 38

Fig. 3.1.5	 West Extension: floor FE162 and FE144/145 (©EBSA; N. Kress, A. Schmitt)	 39

Fig. 3.1.6	 Space 9.8: Location of Bone Deposit 1, Bone Deposit 2, pit FE128 and pithos FE127 
(©EBSA; A. Schmitt)	 40

Fig. 3.1.7	 Space 9.8: Primary burial deposit in pithos FE127 (©EBSA; A. Schmitt)	 40

Fig. 3.1.8	 Floor FE143 and East Extension of 9.8 (©EBSA; N. Kress, A. Schmitt)	 41

Fig. 3.1.9	 Space 9.9: Bedrock (©EBSA; N. Kress, A. Schmitt)	 42

Fig. 3.1.10	 Space 9.9: Layer of small rubble (©EBSA; N. Kress, A. Schmitt)	 42

Fig. 3.1.11	 Space 9.9: Level with slabs (©EBSA; N. Kress, A. Schmitt)	 43

Fig. 3.1.12	 Space 9.10: The three archaeological units (1, 2 and 3) below Layer 4 in the narrow space 
between FE002 and FE119 (©EBSA; S. Déderix)	 44

Fig. 3.1.13	 Space 9.10: Femur (a) and inverted footed lamp (b) found in the narrow space between 
FE002 and FE119 (©EBSA; S. Déderix)	 44

Fig. 3.1.14	 Space 9.10: FE136 (©EBSA; S. Déderix)	 44

Fig. 3.1.15	 Space 9.12 during the excavation of the pebble floor (a) and the excavation of the levelling 
layer in bedrock cavities (b) (©EBSA; S. Déderix)	 45

Fig. 3.1.16	 Space 9.12: Natural bedrock (©EBSA; S. Déderix)	 45

Fig. 3.1.17	 Location of the East Extension 2 and Space 9.14 (©EBSA; N. Kress, A. Schmitt)	 46



Sissi V

xiii

Fig. 3.1.18	 Space 9.14: Probable path between the middle and the upper terrace of the cemetery 
(©EBSA; N. Kress, A. Schmitt)	 46

Fig. 3.1.19	 Space 9.14: Cup (18-09-4508-OB001) found upside down (©EBSA; A. Schmitt)	 47

Fig. 3.1.20	 South Extension 2: After excavation of topsoil (©EBSA; N. Kress, S. Déderix)	 48

Fig. 3.1.21	 South Extension 2 at the end of the 2017 campaign (©EBSA; N. Kress, S. Déderix)	 49

Fig. 3.1.22	 Deposit of Protopalatial shallow bowls in the southeast of Tomb 9B (©EBSA; S. Déderix)	 49

Fig. 3.1.23	 Space 9.13: Section dug in 2017 between wall FE013 and the bedrock outcrops in the 
northwest of Zone 9 (see figs 3.1.20-3.1.21 for its location) (©EBSA; S. Déderix)	 50

Fig. 3.1.24	 Pottery deposit 2: Orthophoto (a), pebble surface along wall FE013 (b) and detail of the 
deposit (c) (©EBSA; N. Kress, S. Déderix)	 51

Fig. 3.1.25	 Core of Pottery Deposit 2: section (a), fragment of a kernos (b), details (c-e) (©EBSA; S. 
Déderix, B. Konnemann)	 52

Fig. 3.1.26	 Space 9.13: Level reached at the end of the 2017 campaign (a), detail of the pebble surface 
(b) and awl carved in animal bone/tooth (17-09-4396-OB001) (c) (©EBSA; S. Déderix)	 53

Fig. 3.1.27	 Space 9.6: Pebble floor FE152 (a) and pithos FE147 (b) (©EBSA; N. Kress, A. Schmitt)	 54

Fig. 3.1.28	 Space 9.6: Pithoi FE148 and FE149 (a) and pithos FE148 (b) (©EBSA; A. Schmitt)	 54

Fig. 3.2.1	 Cemetery, Zone 1, Space 1.23: pithos burial with the identification of the unit and object 
number of the discussed pottery fragments (©EBSA; I. Crevecoeur)	 55

Fig. 3.2.2	 Cemetery, Zone 1, Space 1.23: pithos burial schematic scheme with the human remains in 
yellow and the various pithos fragments in grey (©EBSA; I. Crevecoeur)	 56

Fig. 4.1	 Remains uncovered on the Middle Terrace during the 2017-2019 excavations. North at the 
top (©EBSA; aerial photo N. Kress, annotated by T. Sager)	 64

Fig. 4.2	 Aerial photograph of remains uncovered on the Middle Terrace during the 2017-2019 
excavations. North at the top (©EBSA; N. Kress)	 65

Fig. 4.3	 Basket-shaped ‘Panier’ vessel from small Neopalatial deposit in Space 18.1 (©EBSA; T. Sager)	66

Fig. 4.4	 Space 18.4 from above (©EBSA; aerial photo N. Kress, annotated by T. Sager)	 67

Fig. 4.5	 Aerial photo of Space 18.4 showing the rubble layer in the western half of the space 
(©EBSA; N. Kress)	 68

Fig. 4.6	 Juglet deposit in Space 18.4 (©EBSA; T. Sager)	 68

Fig. 4.7	 Jug and smoker vessel in situ (©EBSA; T. Sager)	 69

Fig. 4.8	 Incense burner as found in the deposit in Space 18.4 (©EBSA; T. Sager)	 69

Fig. 4.9	 Pithos deposit containing two fragmentary pithoi in Space 18.4 (©EBSA; T. Sager)	 70

Fig. 4.10	 Pithos installation with stone in centre of pithos opening, against wall R9 (Compartment/
Space 18.2) in Space 18.4 (©EBSA; T. Sager)	 70

Fig. 4.11	 Pottery deposit and remains of human skull in Space 18.4 (©EBSA; T. Sager)	 71

Fig. 4.12	 Quern stone from deposit in Space 18.4 (©EBSA; C. Papanikolopoulos)	 72

Fig. 4.13	 Broken stone lamp from deposit in Space 18.4 (©EBSA; C. Papanikolopoulos)	 72



List of Illustrations

xiv

Fig. 4.14	 Quern stone installation from deposit in Space 18.4 under which was found a stone lamp (cf. 
fig 4.27) (©EBSA; T. Sager)	 72

Fig. 4.15	 Potential stone pillar base associated with floor level in Space 18.4 (©EBSA; T. Sager)	 73

Fig. 4.16	 Compartment FE R15 in Space 18.4 (©EBSA; T. Sager)	 74

Fig. 4.17	 Fragmentary firebox from below compartment FE R15 in Space 18.4 (©EBSA; P. Saridaki)	 74

Fig. 4.18	 Upper layer in Space 18.2 (©EBSA; T. Sager)	 75

Fig. 4.19	 Space 18.2 with large conglomerate slab (©EBSA; T. Sager)	 75

Fig. 4.20	 Disturbed primary inhumation with collapsed conglomerate cover slab in Space 18.2 
(©EBSA; A. Delliste)	 76

Fig. 4.21	 Intact primary inhumation in Space 18.2 (©EBSA; T. Sager)	 78

Fig. 4.22	 3D imaging of the intact primary inhumation in Space 18.2 and views of the four walls of 
the shaft-grave (©EBSA; N. Kress)	 79

Fig. 4.23	 Conglomerate quern stone covering pelvic area of primary inhumation in Space 18.2 
(©EBSA; A. Delliste)	 80

Fig. 4.24	 Round pebble-like object from intact primary inhumation in Space 18.2 (©EBSA; C. 
Papanikolopoulos)	 80

Fig. 4.25	 Bronze mirror from intact primary inhumation in Space 18.2 (©EBSA; C. Papanikolopoulos)	 81

Fig. 4.26	 Bronze rivet from intact primary inhumation in Space 18.2 (©EBSA; C. Papanikolopoulos)	 81

Fig. 4.27	 Pierced ivory bead from intact primary inhumation in Space 18.2 (©EBSA; C. 
Papanikolopoulos)	 81

Fig. 4.28	 Decorated ivory object from intact primary inhumation in Space 18.2 (©EBSA; C. 
Papanikolopoulos)	 81

Fig. 4.29	 Bone disc from intact primary inhumation in Space 18.2 (©EBSA; C. Papanikolopoulos)	 81

Fig. 4.30	 Bone hook-ended pin, likely part of the adornment of the deceased from intact primary 
inhumation in Space 18.2 (©EBSA; C. Papanikolopoulos)	 82

Fig. 4.31	 Bronze pin, likely part of the adornment of the deceased from intact primary inhumation in 
Space 18.2. (©EBSA; C. Papanikolopoulos)	 82

Fig. 4.32	 Reconstruction of gold necklace made from alternating gold striated beads and small round 
gold beads, likely part of the adornment of the deceased from intact primary inhumation in 
Space 18.2 (©EBSA; C. Papanikolopoulos)	 83

Fig. 4.33	 Circular stone bead from intact primary inhumation in Space 18.2 (©EBSA; C. 
Papanikolopoulos)	 83

Fig. 4.34	 Cylindrical ivory bead from intact primary inhumation in Space 18.2 (©EBSA; C. 
Papanikolopoulos)	 83

Fig. 4.35	 Aerial photograph of Space 18.5 (©EBSA; N. Kress)	 84

Fig. 4.36	 Aerial photograph of deposit FE R21 (©EBSA; N. Kress)	 85

Fig. 4.37	 Aerial photograph of Feature FE R20 at the southern limit of Space 18.5 (©EBSA; N. Kress)	 86



Sissi V

xv

Fig. 4.38	 Immature individual (Skeleton 1) from Feature FE R20 at the southern limit of Space 18.5 
(©EBSA; A. Delliste)	 87

Fig. 4.39	 Human remains in primary position (Skeleton 2) from Feature FE R20 at the southern limit 
of Space 18.5 (©EBSA; A. Delliste)	 87

Fig. 4.40	 Aerial photograph of secondary human deposit from FE R20 at the southern limit of Space 
18.5 (©EBSA; N. Kress)	 89

Fig. 4.41	 Jug and pyxis lid cover in situ from Feature FE R20 at the southern limit of Space 18.5 
(©EBSA; A. Delliste)	 89

Fig. 4.42	 Aerial photograph of Space 18.3 (©EBSA; N. Kress)	 90

Fig. 4.43	 Aerial photographs of intact individual inhumation from FE R10 in Space 18.3 (©EBSA; N. 
Kress)	 91

Fig. 4.44	 Mixed human bones and pithos fragments from FE R14 in Space 18.3 (©EBSA; C. Girardi)	 91

Fig. 4.45	 Pit with individual B from FE R 12 in Space 18.3 (©EBSA; C. Girardi)	 92

Fig. 4.46	 Pottery fragments associated with Individual B from FE R12, Space 18.3 (©EBSA; photo: 
C. Papanikolopoulos)	 93

Fig. 4.47	 Position of Individual B with small stones placed on the skeleton. from FE R12 in Space 
18.3 (©EBSA; C. Girardi)	 93

Fig. 4.48	 Feature FE R 13 in Space 18.3 (©EBSA; T. Sager)	 94

Fig. 4.49	 Miniature cylindrical vessel associated with FE R13 (©EBSA; C. Papanikolopoulos)	 95

Fig. 4.50	 Aerial photograph of FE R17 pit burial in Space 18.3 (©EBSA; N. Kress)	 95

Fig. 4.51	 Detail of pebble court area with sea pebbles visible (©EBSA; T. Sager)	 97

Fig. 4.52	 Test trench north of Wall R1 with divisions indicated (©EBSA; T. Sager)	 98

Fig. 4.53	 Neopalatial deposit from area north of Wall R1 (©EBSA; T. Sager)	 98

Fig. 4.54	 Pottery deposit north of wall R1 (©EBSA; T. Sager)	 99

Fig. 4.55	 Pottery deposit north of wall R1 with fallen windowsill indicated (©EBSA; T. Sager)	 99

Fig. 4.56	 Fragmentary miniature bowl with relief decoration imitating a stone vessel (©EBSA; C. 
Papanikolopoulos)	 100

Fig. 4.57	 Trench 2 (©EBSA; N. Kress, T. Sager)	 101

Fig. 4.58	 Ceramic deposit in Trench 2 (©EBSA; T. Sager)	 102

Fig. 4.59	 Triton shell from deposit in Trench 2 (©EBSA; C. Papanikolopoulos)	 102

Fig. 4.60	 Aerial photo of artificial bedrock pit FE R1 (©EBSA; N. Kress)	 103

Fig. 4.61	 Walls R7 and R6 as seen from the east (©EBSA; T. Sager)	 105

Fig. 4.62	 Handled cup in situ at the base of wall R6 (©EBSA; T. Sager)	 106

Fig. 4.63	 Juglet in situ at the base of wall R 6 (©EBSA; T. Sager)	 106

Fig. 5.1.1	 Location of the 2010 test trench (‘Test 8.3’) within Zone 8 as excavated in 2019, north at the 
top (©EBSA; N. Kress, T. Claeys)	 110



List of Illustrations

xvi

Fig. 5.2.1	 Aerial view of trenches in Zone 8; north at the bottom (©EBSA; N. Kress, T. Claeys)	 112

Fig. 5.2.2	 Aerial view of spaces in Zone 8; north at the bottom (©EBSA; N. Kress, T. Claeys)	 113

Fig. 5.2.3	 Aerial view of walls and features in Zone 8; north at the bottom (©EBSA; N. Kress, T. Claeys)	113

Fig. 5.2.4	 Building HA; north at the top (©EBSA; N. Kress, T. Claeys)	 114

Fig. 5.2.5	 Terrace wall H20, seen from west. Note the different orientation of the upper and lower 
course emphasized by the dotted lines and the structural bond between H20 and H10 
indicated by an arrow (©EBSA; T. Claeys)	 115

Fig. 5.2.6	 Western face of wall H11 and the possible blocking at its southern end; view from west 
(©EBSA; T. Claeys)	 116

Fig. 5.2.7	 Foundation of the segment of wall D62 separating Spaces 4.10 (to the south) and 8.27, seen 
from the north: (a) Before cleaning; (b) After cleaning (©EBSA; T. Claeys)	 116

Fig. 5.2.8	 Selected finds from the collapse layer in Spaces 8.21 and 8.27: (a) Fragments of a LM III 
cup decorated with an octopus (18-08-2826-OB001); (b) Steatite bead (18-08-2813-OB002) 
(©EBSA; C. Papanikolopoulos)	 117

Fig. 5.2.9	 Excavation of Spaces 8.27 and 8.21 in progress, at the end of the removal of the 6th spit (# 
18-08-2854); seen from south (©EBSA; T. Claeys)	 117

Fig. 5.2.10	 Progression of excavation of Space 8.13 after removal of topsoil; north at right (©EBSA; N 
Kress, T. Claeys)	 119

Fig. 5.2.11	 On-going excavation along wall H10 showing its foundation on bedrock, seen from west: (a) 
Close-up of the holes in the bedrock, FE494 (©EBSA; T. Claeys)	 120

Fig. 5.2.12	 North face of ‘blocking wall’ H8 showing its deformation and the absence of foundations; 
seen from north (©EBSA; T. Claeys) 	 121

Fig. 5.2.13	 On-going excavation along wall H10 showing the alignment between the west face of wall 
H10 and its bedrock foundation, seen from south (©EBSA; T. Claeys)	 121

Fig. 5.2.14	 Potential food debris in the southern half of Space 8.13, seen from north: (a) Close-up of the 
limpets (indicated by an arrow), pebbles and specks of charcoal; (b) Fill below blocking wall 
H8 with change in soil composition and colour (©EBSA; T. Claeys)	 122

Fig. 5.2.15	 On-going excavation along wall H43, seen from south: (a) At the beginning of the 2019 
campaign; (b) At the end of the 2019 campaign (©EBSA; T. Claeys)	 123

Fig. 5.2.16	 Progressive exposure of bedrock ledge in the northern half of Space 8.13, seen from south: 
(a) After removal of #19-08-3017-0003; (b) After removal of #19-08-3100-0002 (©EBSA; 
T. Claeys)	 123

Fig. 5.2.17	 Progressive exposure of the northern limit of Space 8.13 (corresponding to a segment of 
terrace wall H20), seen from south: (a) Close-up of the bedrock cutting FE472, from west 
(©EBSA; T. Claeys)	 125

Fig. 5.2.18	 Building HB; north at top (©EBSA; N. Kress, T. Claeys)	 126

Fig. 5.2.19	 Descriptive units in Building HB; north at the top (©EBSA; N. Kress, T. Claeys)	 127



Sissi V

xvii

Fig. 5.2.20	 (a) Aerial view of Space 8.12 with semi-circular installation FE486, north at the bottom, 
with (b) the remains of an MM IIIA oval-mouthed amphora, seen from north-east (17-08-
2680-OB001) (©EBSA; N. Kress, T. Claeys); (c) The vase after restoration (©EBSA; C. 
Papanikolopoulos)	 128

Fig. 5.2.21	 Architectural phasing in Space 8.10: (a) From south to north, walls D61, H17 and H18, each 
corresponding to a different phase, seen from east; (b) Floating wall H9 and wall H3 at its 
southern end, seen from east (©EBSA; T. Claeys)	 129

Fig. 5.2.22	 Aerial view of Space 8.10 showing progress of excavation; north at left (©EBSA; N. Kress, 
T. Claeys)	 129

Fig. 5.2.23	 Excavation of Space 8.10, seen from north: (a) After removal of the first (destruction?) layer. 
Note the foundation of wall H9 resting on the level; (b) Excavation of the assumed packing 
underneath. Note that wall H9 is now floating (©EBSA; T. Claeys)	 130

Fig. 5.2.24	 Protopalatial deposit in Space 8.10, north at the bottom: (a) Crushed oval-mouthed and 
wide-mouthed amphoras as found in situ, seen from north-west; (b) Material uncovered in 
the lower spit of the south deposit, seen from north (©EBSA; T. Claeys)	 131

Fig. 5.2.25	  Selected finds from the south deposit in Space 8.10: (a) Cooking pot (18-08-2926-OB001); 
(b) saucer (18-08-2912-OB003); (c) tumblers (from left to right: 18-08-2912-OB001 & 
18-08-2912-OB002); (d) Straight-sided cups (from left to right: 18-08-2926-OB006; 18-08-
2926-OB007 & 18-08-2926-OB010) (©EBSA; C. Papanikolopoulos)	 132

Fig. 5.2.26	 Recovery of tubular vase in situ below the foundation of wall D61; seen from north 
(©EBSA; T. Claeys)	 133

Fig. 5.2.27	 Aerial view of spaces revealed in Test 8.3 during the 2019 campaign; north at the bottom 
(©EBSA; N. Kress, T. Claeys)	 134

Fig. 5.2.28	 Progression of excavation in Test 8.3 showing wall H16, from south (©EBSA; T. Claeys)	 134

Fig. 5.2.29	 Schematic representation of position of animal (FE485) and pit burial (FE484); north at top 
(©EBSA; N. Kress, T. Claeys)	 135

Fig. 5.2.30	 View from the north to section below wall D61, showing continuation of dense sherd deposit 
(©EBSA; T. Claeys)	 136

Fig. 5.2.31	 Possible entrances in wall H42; view from west (©EBSA; T. Claeys)	 137

Fig. 5.2.32	 Top of the ceramic deposit in the south part of Space 8.8 after removal of topsoil; seen from 
west. The mill stone (close-up from east) can be seen projecting from below the north façade 
of Building CD (©EBSA; T. Claeys)	 137

Fig. 5.2.33	 Crushed animal skull in the upper layer of the fill in Space 8.8; seen from east (©EBSA; 
T. Claeys)	 138

Fig. 5.2.34	 Skeleton of a calf (FE485), lying across wall H42 at the foot of the north façade of Building 
CD; seen from north. The position of the skull, already excavated in adjacent Space 8.8, is 
indicated by dotted lines within the dense sherd deposit (©EBSA; T. Claeys)	 139

Fig. 5.2.35	 Excavation of infant’s burial (FE484) by E. Sperandio and T. Baniou; north at the top 
(©EBSA; T. Claeys)	 140

Fig. 5.2.36	 (a-c) Progression of the excavation in Trench 2.1, seen from east; (d) Close-up of fallen 
plaster, seen from south-east (©EBSA; T. Claeys) 	 141



List of Illustrations

xviii

Fig. 5.2.37	 (a-e) Progression of excavation in Trench 1.1. Borders of ceramic deposit FE488 tentatively 
located, seen from west; (f) Close-up of the stone buttress against wall H5, seen from west 
(©EBSA; T. Claeys)	 142

Fig. 5.2.38	 MM IIIA ceramic vessels uncovered along wall H5, seen from west (©EBSA; T. Claeys): (a) 
Straight-sided cup with a wide base and a strap handle (19-08-2976-OB002); (b) Fragment 
of a jug with cut-away neck (19-08-2976-OB001) (©EBSA; R. Dubois)	 144

Fig. 5.2.39	 Assemblage in situ in the north-west corner of Trench 1.2, north at the top (©EBSA; T. 
Claeys). Trefoil-mouthed juglet (19-08-3050-OB008) (©EBSA; R. Dubois)	 144

Fig. 5.2.40	 Potential Pit FE489 in the south part of Trench 1.2, before and after removal of the 
micromorphology sample; seen from north (©EBSA; T. Claeys)	 145

Fig. 5.2.41	 Terrace wall H20 as seen from east. Note the differing orientation and type of masonry 
(©EBSA; T. Claeys)	 146

Fig. 5.2.42	 Aerial view, north at top, with architectural features in Space 8.20 indicated (©EBSA; N. 
Kress, T. Claeys)	 147

Fig. 5.2.43	 Tumble and decomposed mudbrick along wall H20 in the upper layers of Space 8.20; north 
at the top (©EBSA; N. Kress, T. Claeys)	 148

Fig. 5.2.44	 Progression of the excavation of the pithos (17-08-2794-OB001) in Space 8.20. (a-b) seen 
from west; (c-d) north at the bottom (©EBSA; N. Kress, T. Claeys)	 149

Fig. 5.2.45	 Bronze objects as found in Space 8.20; seen from south-west (©EBSA; T. Claeys)	 149

Fig. 5.2.46	 Blocked entrance in wall H7, seen from north-east (©EBSA; T. Claeys). (a) Triton shell (18-
08-2922-OB002) (©EBSA; C. Papanikolopoulos) 	 150

Fig. 5.2.47	 Aerial view of Space 8.20 with objects as found; north at right. Limestone slabs in dashed 
circles (©EBSA; N. Kress, T. Claeys)	 151

Fig. 5.2.48	 Selection of small finds from Space 8.20: (a) Sealstone 17-08-2714-OB002; (b) Stone arrow 
head 19-08-3077-OB001; (c) Sealstone 19-08-3024-OB002 (©EBSA; C. Papanikolopoulos)	 152

Fig. 5.2.49	 Installation FE470 in the south-west corner of Space 8.20; from north-east (©EBSA; T. 
Claeys) 	 152

Fig. 5.2.50	 (a-b) Excavation in the south-east of Space 8.20, north at left (©EBSA; T. Claeys). (c) 
Beak-spouted jug (19-08-3098-OB004) (©EBSA; R. Dubois); (d) Footed lamp (19-08-3123-
OB002) (©EBSA; T. Claeys)	 153

Fig. 5.2.51	 Aerial view of Space 8.31, north at the top: (a) North face of wall H26 with possible blocked 
doorway to right, from north; (b) Possible blocked doorway south of wall FE477, from west; 
(c) Possible openings in wall FE477 after removal of blockings, from west (©EBSA; N. 
Kress, T. Claeys)	 154

Fig. 5.2.52	 North face of the east segment end of terrace wall H20, seen from north: (a) Close-up of the 
section of the baulk east of Trench 9, seen from west (©EBSA; T. Claeys)	 155

Fig. 5.2.53	 Jar or chimney as found in Space 8.31; seen from east (©EBSA; T. Claeys)	 155

Fig. 5.2.54	 Aerial view of Space 8.31, with different patches of collapsed building material, north at the 
bottom. Decayed mudbrick in orange; asprochoma in white; lepidochoma/domatochoma in 
dark dashed lines (©EBSA; N. Kress, T. Claeys)	 156



Sissi V

xix

Fig. 5.2.55	 Ceramic assemblage along the east face of FE477, seen from east (©EBSA; T. Claeys): (a) 
Round-mouthed amphora (19-08-3129-OB002) (©EBSA; R. Dubois)	 156

Fig. 5.2.56	 Assemblage found in the centre of Space 8.31; seen from west (©EBSA; T. Claeys)	 157

Fig. 5.2.57	 Aerial view of Space 8.11; north at the top (a) Wall H24 and potential blocked doorway, 
seen from west (©EBSA; N. Kress, T. Claeys)	 158

Fig. 5.2.58	 Excavation in Space 8.11: aerial view after removal of topsoil and subsoil in 2018; north at 
the top: (a) Ceramic deposit in the north-west corner, seen from south (©EBSA; N. Kress, T. 
Claeys)	 158

Fig. 5.2.59	 (a) Extension of the ceramic deposit towards the south-west of Space 8.11, seen from north; 
(b) Excavation of the deposit, seen from south-west; (c) Removal of the deposit, exposing 
H41, seen from south-west (©EBSA; N. Kress, T. Claeys) 	 159

Fig. 5.2.60	 Aerial view of Space 8.11, north at the top, after removal of the ceramic assemblage: (a) 
Close-up of the installation in north-west corner with limestone slabs, seen from south; (b) 
Close-up of the ceramic deposit against wall H41, seen from south-east (©EBSA; N. Kress, 
T. Claeys) 	 160

Fig. 5.2.61	 Aerial view of excavation in Space 8.11, north at the top. (a) Close-up of the foundation 
of the installation FE467 in the north-west corner, seen from south (©EBSA; N. Kress, T. 
Claeys)	 161

Fig. 5.2.62	 Aerial view of Space 8.11, exposing the drain, north at the top: (a) Close-up of the ceramic 
deposit in the southern end of the drain, seen from north-east; (b) Excavation of fill in the 
drain, seen from south-east (©EBSA; N. Kress, T. Claeys)	 161

Fig. 5.2.63	 Aerial view of Building HC; north at the top (©EBSA; N. Kress, T. Claeys)	 162

Fig. 5.2.64	 Aerial view of Spaces 8.5, 8.7 and 8.9 at the end of 2019, north at the top. (a) Close-up of 
the partition wall H29 between Spaces 8.5 and 8.7, seen from south; (b) Slab within wall 
H32, seen from west; (c) Ammouda block FE452, seen from south; (d) Stepped platform 
H36, wall H5 and the later north façade of Building CD (D61), seen from north-east 
(©EBSA; N. Kress, T. Claeys)	 163

Fig. 5.2.65	 Excavation in Space 8.5 and discovery of ceramic deposit. (a-c) Seen from north; (d) Seen 
from south (©EBSA; T. Claeys) 	 165

Fig. 5.2.66	 Aerial view of ceramic assemblage in Space 8.5; north at left (©EBSA; N. Kress, T. Claeys) 
Selected vases from Space 8.5 (©EBSA; C. Papanikolopoulos)	 165

Fig. 5.2.67	 Spaces 8.5 - 8.7: floor levels. (a) Fine clay floor in Space 8.5, seen from west; (b) Plaster 
patch in Space 8.7, seen from north (©EBSA; T. Claeys)	 166

Fig. 5.2.68	 Aerial view of Space 8.6 during the 2017 campaign, north at top: (a) Doorway between 
Spaces 8.6 and 8.23 (FE420), seen from south; (b) Space 8.24, seen from south-east; (c) 
Close-up of slab FE454 and block FE453 in south part of Space 8.6, seen from south-east 
(©EBSA; N. Kress, T. Claeys) 	 167

Fig. 5.2.69	 (a) North face of installation FE455, seen from north; (b) East face of installation FE455, 
seen from east (©EBSA; T. Claeys)	 167

Fig. 5.2.70	 Floor level in the easternmost part of Space 8.6, seen from west (©EBSA; T. Claeys)	 168

Fig. 5.2.71	 Floor packing in the south-west part of Space 8.6, seen from north (©EBSA; T. Claeys)	 168



List of Illustrations

xx

Fig. 5.2.72	 North end of wall H35 running beneath wall H31, seen from north (©EBSA; T. Claeys)	 169

Fig. 5.2.73	 Wall H35, seen from east, disappearing both beneath wall H31 and wall D61 (©EBSA; T. 
Claeys)	 169

Fig. 5.2.74	 Tumble and slab with circular depression, seen from south-west (©EBSA; T. Claeys)	 170

Fig. 5.2.75	 Aerial view of Space 8.23 at the end of the 2019 campaign, north at the top. (a) Close-up of 
the east part (©EBSA; N. Kress, T. Claeys)	 171

Fig. 5.2.76	 Aerial view of Space 8.25 at the end of the 2019 campaign; north at the top (©EBSA; N. 
Kress, T. Claeys)	 172

Fig. 5.2.77	 Remains of a rectangular feature surrounded by pillar bases, seen from north-east: (a) Close-
up of ammouda slabs, seen from north-east (©EBSA; T. Claeys) 	 172

Fig. 5.2.78	 Excavation in Space 8.25: (a) Slab paving, seen from north-east; (b) Potential wall line 
FE480 with base FE475, seen from east (©EBSA; T. Claeys)	 173

Fig. 5.2.79	 Small finds from Space 8.25: (a) Animal figurine (18-08-2791-OB001); (b) Pieces of chert 
(19-08-3088-OB001) (©EBSA; C. Papanikolopoulos)	 173

Fig. 5.2.80	 Aerial view of Space 8.18 at the end of the 2019 campaign, north at the top right corner. 
Note the bedrock (Stripes): (a) Close-up of floor packing in the north-west corner, seen 
from south-west; (b) Close-up of levelled bedrock FE491, seen from north-east; (c) Close-
up of bedrock outcrop in the south-east corner with circular cavity (FE468) and channel to 
depression, seen from north-east (©EBSA; N. Kress, T. Claeys)	 174

Fig. 5.2.81	 Aerial view of the potential access ramp to Building HC at the beginning (a) and end (b) of 
the 2019 campaign, north at the top (©EBSA; N. Kress, T. Claeys) 	 175

Fig. 5.2.82	 Aerial view of the North Terrace, highlighting the position of Building HC and the possible 
line of the north wall of the Lower Terrace; north at the bottom (©EBSA; N. Kress, T. Claeys) 	176

Fig. 5.2.83	 Aerial view of the Lower Terrace at the end of the 2019 campaign, north at the top (©EBSA; 
N. Kress, T. Claeys)	 177

Fig. 5.2.84	 Excavations on the Lower Terrace. Gradual exposure of tumble H22, seen from east 
(©EBSA; T. Claeys)	 177

Fig. 5.2.85	 Excavation of destruction layer in Space 8.16 in 2017 (shadowed area), north at the top. 
(a) Close-up on finds below tumble FE450, seen from north; (b) Close-up of north face of 
terrace wall H20, seen from north (©EBSA; N. Kress, T. Claeys)	 178

Fig. 5.2.86	 Excavation progression in the niche of wall H21. (a-c; e-f) Seen from east; (d) Seen from 
south-west (©EBSA; T. Claeys)	 179

Fig. 5.2.87	 Section within ‘Test Ta’ in Space 8.16, seen from west (©EBSA; T. Claeys)	 180

Fig. 5.2.88	 Foundation of terrace wall H20 on bedrock, seen from north (©EBSA; T. Claeys)	 180

Fig. 5.2.89	 Aerial picture showing the extent of red mudbrick destruction layer in Trench 3, north at the 
top (©EBSA; N. Kress, T. Claeys)	 181

Fig. 5.2.90	 Aerial view of the western edge of Zone 8 at the end of the 2019 campaign, north at the top 
(©EBSA; N. Kress, T. Claeys)	 182

Fig. 5.2.91	 (a) Ceramic assemblage alongside wall H11. Flat pebbles are circled, seen from west 
(©EBSA; T. Claeys); (b) Selected restored vessels (©EBSA; C. Papanikolopoulos)	 183



Sissi V

xxi

Fig. 5.2.92	 Ceramic assemblage near drain outlet of Building CD, seen from north (©EBSA; T. Claeys)	 184

Fig. 5.2.93	 Selected finds from the west terrace wall: (a) Clay spool (18-08-2915-OB005); (b) Snout of 
pig? (18-08-2928-OB001) (©EBSA; C. Papanikolopoulos)	 184

Fig. 5.2.94	 Proposal of phasing in three main architectural units of the North Terrace, north at the 
bottom: in blue: Building HB, dated to MM IIIA, in white: Building HC, dated to LM IB/II; 
in yellow: Building HA, dated to LM II-IIIA1 (©EBSA; N. Kress, T. Claeys)	 185

Fig. 5.2.95	 West area of the Upper Terrace in Zone 8 with proposal of connections between walls, north 
at right: in blue: phase I, in yellow: phase II, in pink: phase III, in green: phase IV, in white: 
phase V (©EBSA; N. Kress, T. Claeys)	 185

Fig. 5.2.96	 East area of the Upper Terrace in Zone 8, corresponding to Building HC, with proposal of 
connections between walls, north at the top (©EBSA; N. Kress, T. Claeys)	 186

Fig. 5.3.1	 Aerial photo of Building HB in Zone 8 with the location of the four perinatal burials (1 = 10-
08-5043-OB003; 2 = 10-08-5043-OB007; 3 = 17-08-2720-OB001; 4 = 17-08-2720-OB002) 
as well as the pit-burial (5) and the calf deposition (6); north at the top (©EBSA; N. Kress, 
T. Claeys)	 189

Fig. 5.3.2	 (a) Vases 17-08-2720-OB001 (to the left) and 17-08-2720-OB002 as found in 2017, 
from the north (©EBSA; T. Claeys) and (b) the same vases after restoration (©EBSA; C. 
Papanikopoulos)	 189

Fig. 5.3.3	 FE480. Consolidation of the sample and stages of excavation of the vase in the lab (©EBSA; 
E. Sperandio)	 191

Fig. 5.3.4	 FE482. Consolidation of sample by P. Saridaki (©EBSA; E. Sperandio)	 192

Fig. 5.3.5	 FE480. To the left: View of the perinatal Skeleton and its reconstituted vase; To the right: 
anatomical recording form of the skeleton (©EBSA; E. Sperandio)	 193

Fig. 5.3.6	 FE480. Skeletal deposit inside the vase (©EBSA; E. Sperandio) and hypothetical restitution 
of the body’s initial position (©EBSA; G. Granier)	 196

Fig. 5.3.7	 FE484. Infant burial in pit in Zone 8 (©EBSA; E. Sperandio)	 197

Fig. 6.1.1	 Aerial photo of Court-Centred Building (CCB) after the 2017 campaign (north at left) 
(©EBSA; N. Kress)	 198

Fig. 6.1.2	 Aerial photo of Court-Centred Building (CCB) after the 2018 campaign (north at left) 
(©EBSA; N. Kress)	 199

Fig. 6.1.3	 Aerial photo of Court-Centred Building (CCB) after the 2019 campaign (north at left) 
(©EBSA; N. Kress)	 199

Fig. 6.1.4	 Sissi CCB: Access system and entrances; the remains of the Prepalatial EM IIA village are 
visible at bottom left (©EBSA; N. Kress, J. Driessen)	 200

Fig. 6.1.5	 Aerial photo of the Neopalatial West and North-West Wings with Prepalatial walls 
highlighted (©EBSA; N. Kress, J. Driessen)	 201

Fig. 6.1.6	 Sissi Court-Centred Building: Preliminary Plan with phasing (©EBSA; E. Zografou)	 203

Fig. 6.1.7	 Potential reconstruction of the architectural modifications south of Space 6.17 (©EBSA; E. 
Zografou)	 204



List of Illustrations

xxii

Fig. 6.1.8	 CCB at Sissi: constructional units and variety of orientations. The right sketch plan shows 
the different potential orientations of the Central Court according to the constructional units 
(©EBSA; N. Kress, J. Driessen)	 205

Fig. 6.1.9	 CCB at Sissi with main bedrock outcrops highlighted in green (©EBSA; N. Kress, J. 
Driessen)	 206

Fig. 6.1.10	 Oblique aerial view from the south of the CCB at Sissi, showing the terrace wall that 
supports the Central Court and the constructions south of it (©EBSA; N. Kress)	 206

Fig. 6.1.11	 Sissi Court-Centred Building: Preliminary Plan with phasing (©EBSA; E. Zografou)	 208

Fig. 6.2.1	 Location of Zone 6 in the CCB (a; highlighted in white) and aerial view of the zone (b) 
(©EBSA; Photos N. Kress, infographics M. Devolder, D. Wolf)	 209

Fig. 6.2.2	 Aerial view of Space 6.12 and the neighbouring Spaces 6.13, 6.24 and 6.25 (©EBSA; Photo 
N. Kress, infographics M. Devolder, D. Wolf)	 210

Fig. 6.2.3	 Views of the excavations in Space 6.12, with the paving extending in the south-eastern area 
of the space (a, b), sediments mixed with small, loose stones in the eastern part of the space 
(c), and the pebble floor FE163 reached in the western part of the space along wall F47 (d, e, 
f) (©EBSA; M. Devolder, D. Wolf) 	 212

Fig. 6.2.4	 Views of the evacuation channel in Space 6.12, showing the location of the western section 
of the channel at the start of the excavations (a) and the stone slabs covering the junction 
between the western and eastern sections of the channel (d) at the western section of the 
channel during (c-e) and after excavations (b) (©EBSA; M. Devolder, D. Wolf) 	 214

Fig. 6.2.5	 Views of the western section of the evacuation channel showing the clay drains inserted in 
the small stone casing (a), of the collapsed southernmost clay drain (b), of the westernmost 
part of the channel continuing towards the west under the limestone plaque (c), and of the 
north-eastern area of the court, looking south-east towards the blocking wall F47 (©EBSA; 
M. Devolder, D. Wolf)	 215

Fig. 6.2.6	 Views of the eastern section of the evacuation channel in Space 6.12, during (a) and at the 
end of excavations (b) with views of the eastward turn of the outlet at the beginning (c) and 
end of excavations with the protruding bedrock possibly marking the south-western limit of 
the channel (d) (©EBSA; M. Devolder, D. Wolf)	 216

Fig. 6.2.7	 Views of the excavation of a destruction layer between walls FE156, FE158 and F55 in 
Spaces 6.12 and 6.13 into Space 6.26 (a-d) (©EBSA; M. Devolder, D. Wolf)	 218

Fig. 6.2.8	 Aerial view of Spaces 6.24 and 6.25 and the neighbouring spaces and rooms (©EBSA; 
Photo N. Kress, infographics M. Devolder, D. Wolf)	 219

Fig. 6.2.9	 Views of the excavations in the westernmost part of Spaces 6.24 and 6.25. Destruction layer 
during excavations: general view with small stones enclosed in sediments (a), view of ashes 
mixed with sediments (b), view of a conical cup and lime plaster fragments (c), views of 
walls FE158 to the south (d), F55 to the west (e), and FE157 to the north (f) (©EBSA; M. 
Devolder, D. Wolf)	 220

Fig. 6.2.10	 Views of the excavations in Space 6.24, down in the destruction layer with sediments mixed 
with stones (a), large ceramic fragments or complete vessels (b), charcoal (c), and a copper 
alloy pin (d) down to a partly preserved tarazza floor (e) (©EBSA; M. Devolder, D. Wolf)	 221

Fig. 6.2.11	 Views of superimposed floor levels I and II in Space 6.21, both made of a pebble and earth 
surface associated with a terracotta plaques installation (©EBSA; M. Devolder, D. Wolf)	 222



Sissi V

xxiii

Fig. 6.2.12	 Views of wall FE345 forming the western limit of the North-East Wing of the CCB, before 
(a) and after (b) the destruction layer in Space 6.21 had been entirely removed (©EBSA; M. 
Devolder, D. Wolf)	 223

Fig. 6.2.13	 Views of the excavations in Space 6.21, with the destruction layer in the western part of 
the room (a, b), the back face of wall FE345 still bearing lime plaster coating remains in 
position against the wall (c, above the bench), the decomposed mudbrick wall FE169 during 
(d, seen from the top) and after excavations (e, together with the bench), and the gourna 
installation and associated lime plaster floor covered with the pebble floor (f) (©EBSA; M. 
Devolder, D. Wolf)	 224

Fig. 6.2.14	 Views of the lower floor level (FL I) in Space 6.21: the terracotta plaques installation and 
surrounding pebble floor (a), the discoid seal found in the pebble floor (b), the pebble floor 
disturbed with roots in the south-eastern part of Space 6.21 (c, with the location of the seal 
find marked by the pink arrow), and the discovery under the pebble floor in the south-eastern 
corner of the room of installation FE171 and associated deposit (d) (©EBSA; M. Devolder, 
D. Wolf) 	 225

Fig. 6.2.15	 Views of deposit FE171 in the south-eastern corner of Space 6.21, showing the 
concentration of small stones and ceramics during (a) and after excavation (b, where both 
FE171 and the bedrock and stones west of it were covered with the lower floor, FL I, in the 
room) (©EBSA; M. Devolder, D. Wolf)	 227

Fig. 6.2.16	 Views of the excavations in Space 6.22 when completed (a, b) and of the destruction layer in 
the room during excavations (c, d) (©EBSA; M. Devolder D. Wolf)	 228

Fig. 6.2.17	 Aerial view of the southern part of Space 6.23 (©EBSA; Photo N. Kress, infographics M. 
Devolder, D. Wolf)	 229

Fig. 6.2.18	 Views of the pebble floor and its preparation layer in the southernmost part of Space 6.23: 
general view (a), finds discovered on the surface of the pebble floor (b, c), and preparation 
layer (d) (©EBSA; M. Devolder D. Wolf)	 230

Fig. 6.2.19	 Aerial view of the North-East Extension after removal of the topsoil (©EBSA; Photo N. 
Kress; infographics M. Devolder & D. Wolf)	 231

Fig. 6.2.20	 Views of the North-East Extension during excavations, showing the sheer quantity of stones 
of various dimensions mixed with sediments (a-d) and pumice (a, d) forming the preparation 
layer (©EBSA; M. Devolder, D. Wolf)	 232

Fig. 6.2.21	 Views of the North-East Extension during excavations, showing the fragmentary and 
complete vases taken in the preparation layer (a-d), sometimes in stacks (a) and mixed with 
pumice (c), plaster fragments (b, d) and terracotta plaques (d) (©EBSA; M. Devolder, D. 
Wolf)	 233

Fig. 6.2.22	 Aerial view of the southern part of the North-East Extension during excavations, showing 
the bedrock reached along wall FE153/157 and the retaining wall FE221 (©EBSA; Photo N. 
Kress; infographics M. Devolder, D. Wolf)	 233

Fig. 6.3.1	 Plan of Zone 11 after the 2015 campaign, with the location of the trenches opened in 2015, 
2018 and 2019 (©EBSA; E. Zografou, S. Déderix)	 235

Fig. 6.3.2	 Final orthophoto of Zone 11 (©EBSA; N. Kress, S. Déderix)	 236

Fig. 6.3.3	 Space 11.11: (a) tumble to the east of Space 11.7 and (b) reddish layer underneath (©EBSA; 
S. Déderix)	 237



List of Illustrations

xxiv

Fig. 6.3.4	 Space 11.11 during excavation: paving (FE352), layer of reddish sediment on FE352 (Layer 
3), and stone destruction layer (Layer 2) (©EBSA; S. Déderix)	 239

Fig. 6.3.5	 Small finds from Layer 2 in Space 11.11: bronze disc (a) and fragments of terracotta 
cylinders (b) (©EBSA; S. Déderix)	 239

Fig. 6.3.6	 Small finds from Layer 1 in the south of Space 11.11: terracotta horn (b) and figurine of a 
bull (a) (©EBSA; C. Papanikolopoulos, S. Déderix)	 240

Fig. 6.3.7	 The southern part of Space 11.11: (a) before, (b)-(c) during and (d) after excavation 
(©EBSA; S. Déderix)	 240

Fig. 6.3.8	 Trench 8 during excavation (©EBSA; N. Kress, S. Déderix)	 241

Fig. 6.3.9	 North-west corner of Trench 8: FE370 and small rubble packed to the west of it (©EBSA; 
S. Déderix)	 241

Fig. 6.3.10	 Space 11.11: (a) orthophoto; (b)-(d) from the north; (e) from the south (©EBSA; S. Déderix, 
N. Kress)	 242

Fig. 6.3.11	 Space 11.11: earth preparation layer for the paving of Space 11.11 (©EBSA; S. Déderix)	 243

Fig. 6.3.12	 Blocked access (FE349): (a) from the west, with patch of possible tephra circled in red; (b) 
from the north-east (©EBSA; S. Déderix)	 243

Fig. 6.3.13	 The paving of Space 11.11 (©EBSA; S. Déderix, N. Kress)	 244

Fig. 6.3.14	 Space 11.12: L-shaped cut bedrock (FE341), remains of floor FE353 and wall FE350 
(©EBSA; S. Déderix, N. Kress)	 245

Fig. 6.3.15	 Space 11.12: (a) remains of floor FE378 and (b) cup crushed on top of FE378 (©EBSA; 
S. Déderix)	 246

Fig. 6.3.16	 Final orthophoto of Space 11.3 (©EBSA; N. Kress, S. Déderix)	 248

Fig. 6.3.17	 Space 11.3: (a) at the end of the 2019 campaign; (b) south-west quadrant of the room; and 
(c) Floor 3, plaster collapsed in the south-east corner, and fragments of plaster in situ on the 
south face of FE358 (indicated by the arrows) (©EBSA; S. Déderix)	 248

Fig. 6.3.18	 Space 11.3: sections S1-S2 (a) and S5-S6 (b) (©EBSA; S. Déderix)	 249

Fig. 6.3.19	 Orthophoto of Spaces 11.5 and 11.10 (©EBSA; N. Kress, S. Déderix)	 250

Fig. 6.3.20	 Space 11.5: (a) from the south-west; (b) from the north-east; (c) detail of fallen plaster in the 
north-east corner (©EBSA; S. Déderix)	 250

Fig. 6.3.21	 Space 11.10: (a) earth floor and ‘wooden threshold’ and (b) detail of the concentration of 
archaeological material (©EBSA; S. Déderix)	 251

Fig. 6.3.22	 Space 11.10: (a)-(b) upper and lower parts of the ramp of Floor 1; (c) layer of preparation 
for Floor 1; (d) Floor 2 (©EBSA; S. Déderix)	 252

Fig. 6.3.23	 Space 11.10: Floor 3 (©EBSA; S. Déderix)	 252

Fig. 6.3.24	 Final orthophoto of Space 11.7 (©EBSA; N. Kress, S. Déderix)	 253

Fig. 6.3.25	 Space 11.7: (a)-(c) the MM IIIB deposit on top of Floor 1 (FE355), with details of Unit 1 (d) 
and Unit 3 (e) (©EBSA; S. Déderix)	 255

Fig. 6.3.26	 Space 11.7: floor FE355 (©EBSA; S. Déderix)	 256



Sissi V

xxv

Fig. 6.3.27	 Space 11.7: MM IIIA layer on top of Floor 2 (FE361) (©EBSA; S. Déderix)	 257

Fig. 6.3.28	 Space 11.7: Floor 2 (FE361) and packed stones of FE364 (©EBSA; S. Déderix)	 257

Fig. 6.3.29	 Spaces 11.4 and 11.6 during excavation (©EBSA; N. Kress, S. Déderix)	 258

Fig. 6.3.30	 Space 11.6: the staircase leading up from Space 6.17 (©EBSA; S. Déderix)	 259

Fig. 6.3.31	 Wall FE337 seen from Space 11.11 (©EBSA; S. Déderix)	 259

Fig. 6.3.32	 Space 11.4: (a) small rubble stones packed against the south face of FE302 and (b) surface 
beneath these packed stones (©EBSA; S. Déderix)	 260

Fig. 6.3.33	 Space 11.4: the tub (©EBSA; S. Déderix)	 261

Fig. 6.3.34	 Trench 5: (a) wall FE339 and floor FE340; (b) detail of floor FE340 (©EBSA; S. Déderix)	 262

Fig. 6.3.35	 Space 11.8: (a) Floor 2 and (b) assemblage of stone tools, pebbles, bones and other artefacts 
(©EBSA; S. Déderix)	 262

Fig. 6.3.36	 Space 11.9: floor FE374 in the south and the destruction layer in the north (©EBSA; 
S. Déderix)	 263

Fig. 6.3.37	 Detail of the destruction layer in the north of Space 11.9 (©EBSA; S. Déderix)	 263

Fig. 6.4.1	 Spaces and areas excavated in 2018 (©EBSA; N. Kress, Q. Letesson)	 266

Fig. 6.4.2	 Spaces and areas excavated in 2019: a) Upper western terrace, and b) West Wing (©EBSA; 
N. Kress, Q. Letesson)	 267

Fig. 6.4.3	 Spaces (in bold) and features in the West Wing (©EBSA; N. Kress, Q. Letesson)	 267

Fig. 6.4.4	 Stone concentration in Spaces 10.7 [#19-10-6160] and 10.9 [#19-10-6159] (©EBSA; Q. 
Letesson)	 268

Fig. 6.4.5	 Beginning of excavation of Space 10.15 (©EBSA; Q. Letesson)	 268

Fig. 6.4.6	 Space 10.15: a) end of the excavation, and b) Close-up of lid of greyware pyxis (©EBSA; Q. 
Letesson)	 269

Fig. 6.4.7	 Spaces 10.8 and 10.19 (©EBSA; Q. Letesson)	 270

Fig. 6.4.8	 Progression of excavation in Space 10.8; all units are from 2018 with the exception of #19-
10-6153 and #19-10-6158 (©EBSA; Q. Letesson)	 271

Fig. 6.4.9	 Bench J504 and wall J503 from East (©EBSA; Q. Letesson)	 272

Fig. 6.4.10	 Progression of excavation in Space 10.11; all units are from 2019 (©EBSA; Q. Letesson)	 273

Fig. 6.4.11	 Spaces 10.12 to 10.14 at the end of the 2018 campaign (©EBSA; Q. Letesson)	 274

Fig. 6.4.12	 Space 10.12: a) After removal of the winter wash; b) unexcavated baulk; c) when fully 
excavated (floor plaster is highlighted in white); d) plaster surface and wall coating 
associated with wall J219 (©EBSA; Q. Letesson)	 275

Fig. 6.4.13	 Progression of excavation in the southwest corner of Space 10.13; all units are from 2018 
(©EBSA; Q. Letesson)	 276

Fig. 6.4.14	 Progression of excavation in the northwest corner of Space 10.13; all units are from 2018 
(©EBSA; Q. Letesson)	 278



List of Illustrations

xxvi

Fig. 6.4.15	 Progression of excavation of the west half of Space 10.14; all units are from 2018 (©EBSA; 
Q. Letesson)	 279

Fig. 6.4.16	 Cleaning of the east half of Space 10.14; all units are from 2019 with the exception of #18-
10-6107 (©EBSA; Q. Letesson)	 280

Fig. 6.4.17	 First spit excavated within Space 10.19; grey shaded areas represent heavier concentrations 
of obsidian blades; all units are from 2018 (©EBSA; Q. Letesson)	 281

Fig. 6.4.18	 Northern limit of Space 10.19 at the end of #18-10-6046 (©EBSA; Q. Letesson)	 282

Fig. 6.4.19	 a) Second spit excavated within Space 10.19; grey shaded area represents location of b) 
concentration of obsidian fragments; all units are from 2018 (©EBSA; Q. Letesson)	 283

Fig. 6.4.20	 a) Third spit excavated within Space 10.19; b) deposit; c) whitish area; all units are from 
2018 (©EBSA; Q. Letesson)	 285

Fig. 6.4.21	 Features and occupation surfaces within Space 10.19 at the end of #18-10-6067 (©EBSA; 
Q. Letesson)	 286

Fig. 6.4.22	 Final test in the southwest corner of Space 10.19; all units are from 2018 (©EBSA; Q. 
Letesson)	 286

Fig. 6.4.23	 Removal of topsoil in UTE 1 and 2: a) first spit in UTE 1 and 2; b) second spit in UTE 1; all 
units are from 2018 (©EBSA; Q. Letesson)	 288

Fig. 6.4.24	 Removal of topsoil in UTE 2: a) first spit in UTE 2 east; b) second spit in UTE 2; all units 
are from 2018 (©EBSA; Q. Letesson)	 290

Fig. 6.4.25	 Removal of topsoil in UTE 3; all units are from 2018 (©EBSA; Q. Letesson)	 290

Fig. 6.4.26	 Removal of topsoil in UTE 4; all units are from 2018 (©EBSA; Q. Letesson)	 291

Fig. 6.4.27	 Removal of topsoil in UTE 5: a) wall alignments already showing in UTE 5, b) northeast 
corner of UTE 5; all units are from 2018 (©EBSA; Q. Letesson)	 291

Fig. 6.4.28	 Removal of topsoil in UTE 6: a) first spit, b) second spit; all units are from 2019 (©EBSA; 
Q. Letesson)	 292

Fig. 6.4.29	 Removal of topsoil in UTE 7: a) west half, b) east half; all units are from 2019 (©EBSA; Q. 
Letesson)	 292

Fig. 6.4.30	 Removal of topsoil in UTE 8: a) first spit, b) second spit; all units are from 2019 (©EBSA; 
Q. Letesson)	 293

Fig. 6.4.31	 Removal of topsoil in UTE 9: a) first spit, b) second spit; all units are from 2019 (©EBSA; 
Q. Letesson)	 293

Fig. 6.4.32	 Removal of topsoil in UTE 10; all units are from 2019 (©EBSA; Q. Letesson)	 293

Fig. 6.4.33	 First spit excavated in Space 17.12; all units are from 2018 (©EBSA; Q. Letesson)	 294

Fig. 6.4.34	 Second spit excavated in space 17.12: a) UTE 1, b) UTE 4; all units are from 2018 (©EBSA; 
Q. Letesson)	 295

Fig. 6.4.35	 Deposit south of wall J501 (#18-10-6037): a) before removal, b) after removal (©EBSA; Q. 
Letesson)	 296

Fig. 6.4.36	 Third spit excavated in Space 17.12: a) UTE 1 [#18-10-6059 and #18-10-6065], b) UTE 4 
[#18-10-6070] (©EBSA; Q. Letesson)	 297



Sissi V

xxvii

Fig. 6.4.37	 Four different parts of the open area; dotted lines indicate portions of the bedrock outcrop 
with traces of human activities, white arrows in the west part of UTE 2 mark the entrances 
to the Prepalatial building (©EBSA; Q. Letesson)	 298

Fig. 6.4.38	 Area of the flattened bedrock outcrop associated with Space 17.12: a) upper layer of the 
deposit, b) deposit in the smaller cavity, c) final cleaning of the area and limit between 
worked and unworked parts of the bedrock outcrop (©EBSA; Q. Letesson)	 299

Fig. 6.4.39	 Stretch of natural – unworked – bedrock; all units are from 2018 (©EBSA; Q. Letesson)	 300

Fig. 6.4.40	 Hypothetical reconstruction of a stretch of the West Façade of the CCB on the eastern ledge 
of UTE 2 (©EBSA; Q. Letesson)	 300

Fig. 6.4.41	 Cavities in UTE 2 West: a) location of the cavities, b) J507, c) J508, d) J509 – first spit, e) 
J509 – bottom (©EBSA; Q. Letesson)	 301

Fig. 6.4.42	 Location of J510 and entrance to Prepalatial building: a) view from the south, b) view from 
the west (©EBSA; Q. Letesson)	 302

Fig. 6.4.43	 Prepalatial building on the upper western terrace. White arrows indicate confirmed entrances 
into the building (©EBSA; Q. Letesson)	 303

Fig. 6.4.44	 North part of UTE 2: a) kalderim and surrounding features; grey shaded area indicates 
patch of pebble floor, b) golden pendant (18-10-6057-OB004) (©EBSA; Q. Letesson, C. 
Papanikolopoulos)	 304

Fig. 6.4.45	 Area north of Space 10.27 and east of Space 10.27: a) UTE 8 West, b) UTE 9 North 
(©EBSA; Q. Letesson)	 305

Fig. 6.4.46	 Area east of Space 10.26 in UTE 7 East (©EBSA; Q. Letesson)	 306

Fig. 6.4.47	 Progression of excavation in Space 10.20; all units are from 2018 with the exception of #19-
10-6137 (©EBSA; Q. Letesson)	 307

Fig. 6.4.48	 Progression of excavation in Space 10.21; all units are from 2018 (©EBSA; Q. Letesson)	 308

Fig. 6.4.49	 Progression of excavation in Space 10.21; all units are from 2018 (©EBSA; Q. Letesson)	 309

Fig. 6.4.50	 Progression of excavation in Space 10.24; all units are from 2019 with the exception of #18-
10-6079 (©EBSA; Q. Letesson)	 311

Fig. 6.4.51	 Progression of excavation in Space 10.25; all units are from 2019 (©EBSA; Q. Letesson)	 313

Fig. 6.4.52	 Part of Space 10.25 excavated in UTE 9 (©EBSA; Q. Letesson)	 314

Fig. 6.4.53	 Deposit within Space 10.25; all units are from 2019 (©EBSA; Q. Letesson)	 315

Fig. 6.4.54	 Floor level(s) within Space 10.25; all units are from 2019 (©EBSA; Q. Letesson)	 316

Fig. 6.4.55	 Progression of excavation in Space 10.26; All units are from 2019 with the exception of # 
18-10-6094 (©EBSA; Q. Letesson)	 318

Fig. 6.4.56	 Progression of excavation in Space 10.26; all units are from 2019 (©EBSA; Q. Letesson)	 319

Fig. 6.4.57	 Progression of excavation in Space 10.27; all units are from 2019 (©EBSA; Q. Letesson)	 321

Fig. 6.4.58	 Space 10.28 (©EBSA; Q. Letesson)	 322

Fig. 6.4.59	 Progression of excavation in Space 10.29; all units are from 2019 (©EBSA; D. Skoulikari, 
Q. Letesson)	 324



List of Illustrations

xxviii

Fig. 6.4.60	 Space 10.30 (©EBSA; Q. Letesson)	 325

Fig. 6.4.61	 Progression of excavation in Space 10.22; all units are from 2018 (©EBSA; Q. Letesson)	 328

Fig. 6.4.62	 Deposits within Space 10.22; all units are from 2018 (©EBSA; Q. Letesson)	 329

Fig. 6.4.63	 Progression of excavation in the east part of Space 10.22; all units are from 2019 (©EBSA; 
Q. Letesson)	 330

Fig. 6.4.64	 Collapse line in the east part of Space 10.22 (©EBSA; Q. Letesson)	 331

Fig. 6.4.65	 Cleaning of the east section of Space 10.22; all units are from 2019 (©EBSA; Q. Letesson)	 333

Fig. 6.4.66	 Plaster surfaces in Space 10.22 (©EBSA; Q. Letesson)	 333

Fig. 6.4.67	 Progression of the excavation south of the Western Entrance Passage; all units are from 2018 
(©EBSA; Q. Letesson)	 334

Fig. 6.4.68	 Close-ups on specific areas excavated along the paved way; all units are from 2018 
(©EBSA; Q. Letesson)	 336

Fig. 6.5.1	 Aerial view of Zone 17 in 2019, north at the top (©EBSA; N. Kress) 	 338

Fig. 6.5.2	 Sketch plan of Zone 17 with architectural features (©EBSA; T. Terrana)	 339

Fig. 6.5.3	 General views of Space 10.3 during excavation east and south, final stage from south 
(©EBSA; T. Terrana)	 340

Fig. 6.5.4	 Space 10.4 with features, from north (©EBSA; T. Terrana)	 341

Fig. 6.5.5	 Stratigraphical N-S Section through Space 17.1 (©EBSA; T. Terrana)	 342

Fig. 6.5.6	 Ceramic object 17-17-2385-OB001 imitating a stone vase? (©EBSA; T. Terrana)	 343

Fig. 6.5.7	 General view of Space 17.1, from west, showing various stratigraphical details (©EBSA; T. 
Terrana)	 343

Fig. 6.5.8	 Progression of excavation in Space 10.5: (a) before removal of ammouda, from west (b) 
after removal of ammouda, from west, (c) second layer of ammouda, from west, (d) after 
removal of ammouda, from west; (e-f) final situation, from north-west and from south 
(©EBSA; T. Terrana) 	 345

Fig. 6.5.9	 Ammouda block with potential mason’s mark (©EBSA; T. Terrana)	 346

Fig. 6.5.10	 Potential fragment of limestone horns of consecration (©EBSA; T. Terrana)	 346

Fig. 6.5.11	 View of FE202 from Space 10.6 (©EBSA; T. Terrana)	 347

Fig. 6.5.12	 Aerial view of Space 10.5, north at the top (©EBSA; T. Terrana)	 348

Fig. 6.5.13	 Progression of excavation in Space 17.13: (a) at the beginning of the 2017 campaign, from 
the south; (b) at the end of the 2019 campaign, from the south; (c) threshold and potential 
pillar base in the east wall of the room, from the east (©EBSA; T. Terrana)	 349

Fig. 6.5.14	 Aerial view of Space 10.6 in 2017, at the end of the excavation, north at bottom (©EBSA; 
N. Kress)	 351

Fig. 6.5.15	 Stratigraphical E-W section through Space 10.6, with units excavated (©EBSA; T. Terrana)	 351

Fig. 6.5.16	 Space 10.6: Plaster [plaster 1] in position on top of wall FE405, view from north-east 
(©EBSA; T. Terrana)	 352



Sissi V

xxix

Fig. 6.5.17	 Excavation in Space 6.10: plaster layer [plaster 2] with cups in position, from south 
(©EBSA; T. Terrana)	 353

Fig. 6.5.18	 Excavation in Space 6.10: Plaster layer [plaster 3] (©EBSA; T. Terrana)	 353

Fig. 6.5.19	 Concentration of stones along wall FE202, from north (©EBSA; T. Terrana)	 354

Fig. 6.5.20	 Excavation in Space 6.10: [plaster 4] from south (©EBSA; T. Terrana)	 354

Fig. 6.5.21	 Excavation in Space 6.10: [plaster 5], from south (©EBSA; T. Terrana)	 354

Fig. 6.5.22	 Excavation in Space 6.10: [plaster 6] and the end of [plaster 4], from north-west (©EBSA; 
T. Terrana)	 355

Fig. 6.5.23	 Excavation in Space 6.10: [clay 1] crossing the layer (©EBSA; T. Terrana)	 356

Fig. 6.5.24	 West half of basin in Space 6.10 with plastered bedrock showing, from south (©EBSA; T. 
Terrana)	 356

Fig. 6.5.25	 Crushed amphora on the bedrock in the centre of the basin in Space 10.6 (©EBSA; T. Terrana)	357

Fig. 6.5.26	 Excavation in Space 6.10: [plaster 7] showing the three differents layers of plaster (©EBSA; 
T. Terrana)	 357

Fig. 6.5.27	 Progression of excavation in Space 10.6 (©EBSA; T. Terrana)	 359

Fig. 6.5.28	 Fragmentary animal figurine from Space 17.15 (©EBSA; N. Pantelidou)	 361

Fig. 6.5.29	 Aerial view of the Western Entrance Passage, north to the right (©EBSA; N. Kress)	 362

Fig. 6.5.30	 Fire destruction layer on top of the slabs of the Western Entrance Passage, from east 
(©EBSA; T. Terrana)	 363

Fig. 6.5.31	 Paving of the Western Entrance Passage with lower and higher level of slabs, from east 
(©EBSA; T. Terrana)	 363

Fig. 6.5.32	 Pebble floor in Passage 17.11 and cut base to the west (from east) (©EBSA; T. Terrana)	 364

Fig. 6.5.33	 Complete stone vase from Space 17.7 (©EBSA; C. Papanikolopoulos)	 365

Fig. 6.6.1	 Aerial photograph of the CCB at Sissi at the close of the 2017 campaign showing the zones 
explored; north at the top (©EBSA; N. Kress, E. Hayter)	 367

Fig. 6.6.2	 Aerial view of the south side of the Central Court with excavation grid numbers indicated, 
north at left (©EBSA; N. Kress, E. Hayter)	 368

Fig. 6.6.3	 Central Court before excavation (left) and after reaching the court surface and south wall 
(right), facing south (©EBSA; E. Hayter)	 369

Fig. 6.6.4	 Examples of varied plastered tarazza surfaces within the Central Court (©EBSA; E. Hayter)	 370

Fig. 6.6.5	 Examples of the most common small finds on or within the Central Court tarazza surface 
(©EBSA; E. Hayter)	 371

Fig. 6.6.6	 Rubble feature in topsoil (FE413) found predominantly with Postminoan pottery. Top: aerial 
photo, north at the bottom (©EBSA; N. Kress, E. Hayter); Bottom: detail, north to the right 
(©EBSA; E. Hayter)	 372

Fig. 6.6.7	 Examples of small finds commonly found within rubble feature FE413. Right: mudbrick 
sample; Left: terracotta tile (©EBSA; E. Hayter)	 373



List of Illustrations

xxx

Fig. 6.6.8	 Central Court southeast (Zone 16, grid square 16.23b) showing three successive layers of 
plaster (©EBSA; E. Hayter)	 375

Fig. 6.6.9	 Fallen ammouda blocks near western wall of court (FE414) with preserved white plaster on 
blocks emphasised in red (©EBSA; E. Hayter) 	 377

Fig. 6.6.10	 Left: Bench FE415 on tarazza floor surface in front of the western façade of the court 
(©EBSA; E. Hayter); Right: Bench F51 with hollowed depressions against north façade of 
the court (©EBSA after Sissi III: 148, fig. 6.18; annotated by E. Hayter)	 378

Fig. 6.6.11	 Progression of excavation of the sideropetra platform and paved south corridor (©EBSA; E. 
Hayter)	 379

Fig. 6.6.12	 Top: southwest part of the Central Court, looking west (©EBSA; E. Hayter); bottom: aerial 
of the same area, north at the bottom (©EBSA; N. Kress, E. Hayter). (1.) Sideropetra stone 
platform; (2.) paved corridor, (3.) potential ritual installation in poros; (4.) Bench FE415; 
(5.) Central Court surface	 380

Fig. 6.6.13	 Transition of west wall (FE217) from ashlar blocks with lower ironstone course to rubble 
stones, fallen ammouda blocks and tarazza court surface (©EBSA; E. Hayter)	 381

Fig. 6.6.14	 Two phases of wall construction with differing orientations at the southern end of the Central 
Court (©EBSA; aerial by N. Kress, others E. Hayter)	 382

Fig. 6.6.15	 Area south of sideropetra platform (FE416) with stone features (FE421 and FE417) 
highlighted (left photo is facing north, right photo is facing east) (©EBSA; E. Hayter)	 383

Fig. 6.7.1	 South part of Central Court after the 2019 campaign (North at left) (©EBSA; N. Kress, T. 
Mumelter) 	 386

Fig. 6.7.2	 Assemblage of Neopalatial pottery close to a well-preserved patch of plaster lining in Space 
16.78, seen from south-west (©EBSA; T. Mumelter) 	 387

Fig. 6.7.3	 Tube-like terracotta object (17-16-1771-OB001), cups and stone tools in situ in Space 
16.66a (©EBSA; T. Mumelter)	 388

Fig. 6.7.4	 Reused kernos in wall FE633, the east wall of Space 601 (©EBSA; J. Driessen)	 389

Fig. 6.7.5	 Drone view from the south-east during excavation, showing the impressive retaining wall 
supporting the court and the terraces south of it (©EBSA; N. Kress)	 389

Fig. 6.8.1	 Spaces of Zone 15 at the end of the 2019 campaign (©EBSA; N. Kress, O. Mouthuy)	 391

Fig. 6.8.2	 Curving East Façade on the court during the 2017 campaign. Some slabs of paving FE011 
visible beneath tumble (©EBSA; N. Kress, O. Mouthuy) 	 392

Fig. 6.8.3	 Paved surface on the court in front of the ammouda threshold (©EBSA; O. Mouthuy)	 393

Fig. 6.8.4	 (a) Burnt area with miniature goblets (yellow dots); (b) Details of a goblet embedded in the 
Central Court surface (©EBSA; O. Mouthuy) 	 394

Fig. 6.8.5	 (a) Façade wall F61-FE004; (b) baulk along F21 (c) Central Court cleaned at the end of 
2017 season (©EBSA; O. Mouthuy)	 394

Fig. 6.8.6	 Progression of excavation: (a) 2017; (b) 2018; (c) 2019 (©EBSA; N. Kress, O. Mouthuy)	 395

Fig. 6.8.7	 Trenches in Zone 15 (2017 campaign) (©EBSA; N. Kress, O. Mouthuy)	 396

Fig. 6.8.8	 Trenches in Zone 15 (2018 campaign) (©EBSA; N. Kress, O. Mouthuy)	 397



Sissi V

xxxi

Fig. 6.8.9	 Trenches in Zone 15 (2019 campaign) (©EBSA; N. Kress, O. Mouthuy)	 398

Fig. 6.8.10	 Division of Zone 15 in sectors (©EBSA; N. Kress, O. Mouthuy)	 399

Fig. 6.8.11	 Features of Space 15.8 (©EBSA; N. Kress, O. Mouthuy)	 400

Fig. 6.8.12	 Relation between walls of Space 15.8 and large pieces of wall plaster (©EBSA; O. Mouthuy)	400

Fig. 6.8.13	 Progression of the excavation (a) at the end of #15-17-2378; (b) at the end of #17-15-2392; 
(c) at the end of #17-15-2412 (©EBSA; O. Mouthuy) 	 401

Fig. 6.8.14	 Location of features and finds of Space 15.8 (©EBSA; O. Mouthuy)	 402

Fig. 6.8.15	 Features of Space 15.7 (©EBSA; N. Kress, O. Mouthuy) 	 403

Fig. 6.8.16	 Destruction layer in Space 15.7 (©EBSA; O. Mouthuy)	 404

Fig. 6.8.17	 Features of Space 15.10 (a) aerial view (©EBSA; N. Kress, O. Mouthuy); double north wall 
Space 15.8 (©EBSA; O. Mouthuy)	 406

Fig. 6.8.18	 Progression of the excavation of Space 15.10 (a) Removal of the topsoil; (b) Upper level of 
the floor packing (©EBSA; O. Mouthuy)	 406

Fig. 6.8.19	 Foundation deposit in Space 15.10: (a) Location in the space; (b) MM III vessels (©EBSA; 
O. Mouthuy)	 407

Fig. 6.8.20	 Features of Space 6.9.1 (2019 campaign) (©EBSA; O. Mouthuy)	 408

Fig. 6.8.21	 Features of Space 6.6 (2019 campaign) (©EBSA; N. Kress, O. Mouthuy) 	 408

Fig. 6.8.22	 (a) Space 6.6 at the end of # 19-15-2572; (b) (©EBSA; N. Kress, O. Mouthuy)	 409

Fig. 6.8.23	 Features of Space 15.4 (©EBSA; N. Kress, O. Mouthuy)	 410

Fig. 6.8.24	 (a) Location of the finds in Space 15.4 during the excavation; (b) details of the hearth; (b) 
details of the column base (©EBSA; O. Mouthuy)	 411

Fig. 6.8.25	 Features of Space 15.1 (2019 campaign) (©EBSA; N. Kress, O. Mouthuy)	 412

Fig. 6.8.26	 Space 15.1 at the end of #17-15-2283 (a) view from south; (b) view from east (©EBSA; O. 
Mouthuy)	 413

Fig. 6.8.27	  Features of Space 15.11 (©EBSA; N. Kress, O. Mouthuy)	 414

Fig. 6.8.28	 Space 15.11 after the removal of part of the fill (end of 2019 season) (©EBSA; N. Kress, O. 
Mouthuy) 	 414

Fig. 6.8.29	 (a) Cavities in the bedrock (hatching indicates worked bedrock); (b) Deposit with four LM 
IA conical cups (2018 season); (c) Deposit with MM IIIB-LM IA conical cups (2019 season) 
(©EBSA; O. Mouthuy) 	 415

Fig. 6.8.30	 Features of Space 15.5 (hatching indicates worked bedrock) (©EBSA; N. Kress, O. Mouthuy)	416

Fig. 6.8.31	 Progression of the excavation of Space 15.5 (hatching indicates worked bedrock) (©EBSA; 
O. Mouthuy)	 417

Fig. 6.8.32	 Adze/Pick-axe (19-15-2525-OB001) (©EBSA; O. Mouthuy)	 418

Fig. 6.8.33	 Features of Space 15.6; * indicates the channel coated in tarrazza (©EBSA; N. Kress, O. 
Mouthuy)	 418

Fig. 6.8.34	 Features of Space 15.6.1 (©EBSA; O. Mouthuy)	 419



List of Illustrations

xxxii

Fig. 6.8.35	 Progression of the excavation in Space 15.6.1 (©EBSA; O. Mouthuy)	 419

Fig. 6.8.36	 (a) General features of Space 15.6.2 (* indicates vertically cut bedrock); (b) Patch of plaster; 
(c) Wall FE035 (©EBSA; O. Mouthuy) 	 420

Fig. 6.8.37	 Tarazza channel through the spaces comprising 15.6 (a) Aerial view; (b) View from North 
(©EBSA; N. Kress, O. Mouthuy)	 421

Fig. 6.8.38	 Progression of excavation in Space 15.6.2 (©EBSA; O. Mouthuy)	 422

Fig. 6.8.39	 Progression of the excavation of the channel in Space 15.6.2 (©EBSA; O. Mouthuy)	 423

Fig. 6.8.40	 General view of Space 15.6.3 (©EBSA; N. Kress, O. Mouthuy)	 423

Fig. 6.8.41	 Progression of excavation in Space 15.6.3 (©EBSA; O. Mouthuy)	 424

Fig. 6.8.42	 Progression of excavation of the tarazza feature (©EBSA; O. Mouthuy)	 425

Fig. 6.8.43	 Features of Spaces 15.2 and 15.9.1 (hatching indicates worked bedrock) (©EBSA; N. Kress, 
O. Mouthuy) 	 426

Fig. 6.8.44	 Square γ and floors of Space 15.2 (©EBSA; O. Mouthuy)	 427

Fig. 6.8.45	 (a) Features and finds of Space 15.9.1; (b) Lead discoid weight (©EBSA; O. Mouthuy)	 428

Fig. 6.8.46	 Features of Space 15.9.2 and location of the plaster feet (©EBSA; O. Mouthuy)	 429

Fig. 6.8.47	 Progression of excavation in Space 15.9.2 in 2018 (©EBSA; O. Mouthuy)	 429

Fig. 6.8.48	 Progression of the excavation in Space 15.9.2 in 2019; (a) Collapse; (b) Fill in space; (c) 
Details of MM IIIB fill (©EBSA; O. Mouthuy)	 430

Fig. 6.8.49	 (a) Location of the plaster foot; (b) Details (©EBSA; O. Mouthuy) 	 430

Fig. 6.8.50	 Features of Space 15.9.3 (©EBSA; O. Mouthuy)	 431

Fig. 6.8.51	 Progression of excavation in Space 15.9.3 (©EBSA; O. Mouthuy)	 432

Fig. 6.8.52	 Features of Space 15.3 (©EBSA; N. Kress, O. Mouthuy) 	 432

Fig. 6.8.53	 (a) Features and finds of Space 15.1; (b) Details of the ammouda threshold with mortice hole 
(©EBSA; O. Mouthuy)	 433

Fig. 6.8.54	 (a) Extensions P and Q; (b) Concentration of ceramic material in the bedrock (©EBSA; O. 
Mouthuy)	 434

Fig. 6.8.55	 Features and finds of Space Ɛ (©EBSA; O. Mouthuy)	 434

Fig. 6.8.56	 Features of Spaces η and θ (hatching indicates worked bedrock) (©EBSA; O. Mouthuy)	 435

Fig. 7.1.1	 Orthophoto of Building S, with the location of the two test pits (©EBSA; N. Kress, S. 
Déderix)	 436

Fig. 7.1.2	 Architectural plan of Building S, with the location of the two test pits. The architectural 
features (FE) are numbered in red (©EBSA; E. Zografou, S. Déderix)	 437

Fig. 7.1.3	 Tentative reconstruction of the plan of Building S based on surface evidence and 
geophysical data (©EBSA; E. Zografou, A. Sarris, S. Déderix)	 438

Fig. 7.1.4	 Walls FE001 (a-b), FE002 (c) and FE002-FE003 (d) (©EBSA; S. Déderix)	 439



Sissi V

xxxiii

Fig. 7.1.5	 Test Pit 1 after the excavation of #4003: (a) Orthophoto, (b) View from the southwest, and 
(c) Compact layer with pottery sherds beneath FE006 (©EBSA; N. Kress, S. Déderix)	 440

Fig. 7.1.6	 Test Pit 2 after the excavation of #4006: (a) Orthophoto, (b) View from the southeast, and (c) 
View from the east (©EBSA; N. Kress, S. Déderix)	 441

Fig. 7.2.1	 Location of test within Building CD; black dotted lines indicate outline of Building CD; 
white dotted lines mark the test area within Space 3.4 (©EBSA; N. Kress, Q. Letesson)	 442

Fig. 7.2.2	 Cleaning winter wash in the test; #19-04-0200a from the north and #19-04-0200b from the 
south (©EBSA; F. Gaignerot-Driessen, Q. Letesson)	 443

Fig. 7.2.3	 Beginning of the destruction layer, view from the west (©EBSA; F. Gaignerot-Driessen, Q. 
Letesson)	 444

Fig. 7.2.4	 Destruction layer – work in progress; view from the west (©EBSA; F. Gaignerot-Driessen, 
Q. Letesson)	 444

Fig. 7.3.1	 Test 20: Northern part of the wall, viewed from the west (©EBSA; T. Terrana)	 445

Fig. 7.3.2	 East part of the wall, view from the south. Avlaki beach is visible to the right (©EBSA; T. 
Terrana)	 446

Fig. 7.3.3	 Aerial view and sketch of Zone 20 after excavation (©EBSA; N. Kress, T. Terrana)	 446

Fig. 8.1.1	 Sissi basin with local toponyms (©EBSA; N. Kress, T. Terrana, J. Driessen) 	 449

Fig. 8.1.2	 Survey of the East Sissi Basin: General Zones and located sites (©EBSA; N. Kress)	 450

Fig. 8.2.1	 Zones 32 and 33: a) schematic plan and b) google earth view (©EBSA; N. Kress)	 451

Fig. 8.2.2	 Survey in units a) #32-0004 and b) #32-0008 (©EBSA; O. Mouthuy)	 452

Fig. 8.2.3	 General view of Zone 32 with principal features (©EBSA; N. Kress, O. Mouthuy)	 452

Fig. 8.2.4	 Example of a circular pit along the shoreline in #32-0005 (©EBSA; O. Mouthuy)	 453

Fig. 8.2.5	 The ammouda quarry SI.03: a) location of the two deposits; b) deposit 1; c) deposit 2; d) 
details of cut marks (©EBSA; N. Kress, M. Devolder, O. Mouthuy)	 454

Fig. 8.2.6	 Aerial view of Zone 33 with features highlighted (©EBSA; O. Mouthuy)	 455

Fig. 8.2.7	 Zone 33: a) topography of Zone 33, units #33-0001 to #33-0003; solar panel station on the 
top; b) surface of unit 33-0007 (©EBSA; O. Mouthuy)	 456

Fig. 8.3.1	 Map of areas surveyed during the 2017-2019 campaigns. Zones 32 & 33 were surveyed in 
2017, all others in 2018-2019 (©EBSA; N. Kress, T. Terrana)	 457

Fig. 8.3.2	 Map of Zone 31: plots surveyed with abbreviated unit numbers and archaeological features 
(©EBSA; N. Kress, T. Terrana)	 458

Fig. 8.3.3	 Aerial photograph of the Kremasma plateau, west of the Kephali (©EBSA; N. Kress)	 459

Fig. 8.3.4	 Ceramic densities at Kremasma (©EBSA; T. Terrana, N. Pantelidou)	 460

Fig. 8.3.5	 Torsos of animal figurines and head of human figurine (front and rear view) found at the 
sanctuary site (SI.07) (©EBSA; C. Papanikolopoulos)	 461

Fig. 8.3.6	 Firing post (SI.08) located at the eastern end of the trench system, view from south. Remains 
of cement covering can still be identified (©EBSA; T. Terrana)	 462



List of Illustrations

xxxiv

Fig. 8.3.7	 Rectangular depressions dug out in the bedrock (SI.09) (©EBSA; T. Terrana)	 462

Fig. 8.3.8	 View of well 18-31-0010-FE001 (©EBSA; T. Terrana)	 463

Fig. 8.3.9	 Possible stone quarry (SI.10), east of the Kephali (©EBSA; T. Terrana)	 463

Fig. 8.3.10	 Map of Zone 30: plots surveyed with abbreviated unit numbers and archaeological features 
(©EBSA; N. Kress, T. Terrana)	 464

Fig. 8.3.11	 Modern metochi on the lower slopes of Sta Nisa (SI.25) (©EBSA; T. Terrana)	 465

Fig. 8.3.12	 Map of Zone 29: plots surveyed with abbreviated unit numbers and archaeological features 
(©EBSA; N. Kress, T. Terrana)	 466

Fig. 8.3.13	 Sherd densities at the Kakos Potamos site (SI.29) (©EBSA; T. Terrana, N. Pantelidou)	 467

Fig. 8.3.14	 Stone column base found in modern terrace wall (18-29-0013-FE001) (©EBSA; T. Terrana)	 468

Fig. 8.3.15	 Map of Zone 28: plots surveyed with abbreviated unit numbers and archaeological features 
(©EBSA; N. Kress, T. Terrana)	 469

Fig. 8.3.16	 Epano Sissi: medieval building in Zone 28: East wall and sketch plan (©EBSA; T. Terrana)	 470

Fig. 8.3.17	 Fragment of a seated, female figurine, possibly Neolithic (19-28-0080-OB001) (©EBSA; P. 
Saridaki)	 471

Fig. 8.3.18	 Map of Zone 27: plots surveyed with abbreviated unit numbers and archaeological features 
(©EBSA; N. Kress, T. Terrana)	 472

Fig. 8.3.19	 Left: tile fragments; Right: glazed sherd with inscription? from SI.12 (©EBSA; T. Terrana)	 472

Fig. 8.3.20	 Kato Epano Sissi: flintstone blades from SI.13 (©EBSA; T. Terrana)	 473

Fig. 8.3.21	 Fragment of circular bronze object (18-27-0048-OB001) (©EBSA; P. Saridaki)	 473

Fig. 8.3.22	 Map of Zone 26: plots surveyed with abbreviated unit numbers and archaeological features 
(©EBSA; N. Kress, T. Terrana)	 474

Fig. 8.3.23	 Ceramic densities at the Site of Sissi Geraki/Lofos tou Papa (SI.35) (©EBSA; T. Terrana, N. 
Pantelidou)	 475

Fig. 8.3.24	 Fragment of Mycenaean figurine (left) and of a foot (right) from SI.35 (©EBSA; C. 
Papanikolopoulos)	 476

Fig. 8.3.25	 Map of Zone 25: plots surveyed with abbreviated unit numbers and archaeological features 
(©EBSA; N. Kress, T. Terrana)	 476

Fig. 8.3.26	 Map of Zone 24: plots surveyed with abbreviated unit numbers and archaeological features 
(©EBSA; N. Kress, T. Terrana)	 477

Fig. 8.3.27	 Chapel dedicated to Hagia Anna in Epano Sissi (SI.27) (©EBSA; T. Terrana)	 478

Fig. 8.3.28	 Ruins of a modern structure (SI.16) in Zone 24 (©EBSA; T. Terrana)	 479

Fig. 8.3.29	 Map of Zone 23: plots surveyed with abbreviated unit numbers and archaeological features 
(©EBSA; N. Kress, T. Terrana)	 479

Fig. 8.3.30	 Aerial view of the natural depression before and after it was filled in (SI.18) (©google earth)	 480

Fig. 8.3.31	 Map of Zone 22: plots surveyed with abbreviated unit numbers and archaeological features 
(©EBSA; N. Kress, T. Terrana)	 481



Sissi V

xxxv

Fig. 8.3.32	 Venetian/Ottoman watermill (©EBSA; T. Terrana)	 482

Fig. 8.3.33	 Aerial view of the watermill (SI.20) and reinforced flood banks (SI.21) (©EBSA; N. Kress)	 482

Fig. 8.3.34	 Field photograph of sherds collected in Zone 22 in plot 22-0039 (possible extension of the 
Hagia Anna site) (©EBSA; T. Terrana)	 483

Fig. 8.3.35	 Map of Zone 21: plots surveyed with abbreviated unit numbers and archaeological features 
(©EBSA; N. Kress, T. Terrana)	 484

Fig. 8.3.36	 Remains of kalderim (SI.23) against the south-east side of Anavlochos, close to where the 
Ottoman bridge once stood (©EBSA; T. Terrana)	 485

Fig. 8.3.37	 Bunker (SI.24) and guardhouse remains of World War II (©EBSA; N. Kress, T. Terrana)	 485

Fig. 8.4.1	 Aerial view of the Μαύρα Βλιχάδια quarry, north at top left (©EBSA; N. Kress) and 
preliminary plan of the quarry in 2018, before cleaning (©EBSA; E. Zografou) 	 488

Fig. 8.4.2	 General view of the lower south-easternmost sandstone outcrop in the Μαύρα Βλιχάδια 
quarry, showing the long and narrow, curved cuttings (©EBSA; M. Devolder)	 489

Fig. 8.4.3	 View of the upper level of the lower, intermediate level in the Μαύρα Βλιχάδια quarry 
possibly used as a ramp, during cleaning (©EBSA; M. Devolder)	 489

Fig. 8.4.4	 General view of the Μαύρα Βλιχάδια quarry, from the intermediate down to the lower level 
(©EBSA; M. Devolder)	 490

Fig. 8.4.5	 Views of extraction in the upper, north-eastern terrace of the Μαύρα Βλιχάδια quarry 
(©EBSA; M. Devolder)	 490

Fig. 8.4.6	 Views of the Μαύρα Βλιχάδια quarry during cleaning, with the base of a S-profile cup set 
in an extraction channel (a) and sherds found on the smooth surface of the quarry’s floor (b) 
(©EBSA; M. Devolder)	 491

Fig. 8.5.1	 Initial and final uncovering of skeletal remains in the Μαύρα Βλιχάδια quarry, buttons and 
rubber remains (©EBSA; M. Devolder, N. Thanos)	 492

Fig. 8.5.2	 Aerial photo of the Kremasma-Kephali area showing remains of military presence (©EBSA; 
N. Kress, J. Driessen)	 495

Fig. 8.5.3	 Aerial photo of military installations on the northwest tip of the Kephali (©EBSA; N. Kress, 
J. Driessen)	 495

Fig. 8.5.4	 Remains of Italian guardhouse made of scavenged Minoan blocks (from south-east) and 
rock-shelter beneath machine gun position (from west) (©EBSA; J. Driessen)	 496

Fig. 8.5.5	 Sissi: selection of WW II material collected on site (©EBSA; C. Papanikolopoulos, P. 
Saridaki, N. Kress)	 496

Fig. 8.5.6	 Aerial photo of the military infrastructure on the Kremasma promontory (north at left) 
(©EBSA; N. Kress, J. Driessen)	 497

Fig. 8.5.7	 Entrance to a rock-cut gallery in the Lagada area, south of the Kephali (©EBSA; J. Driessen)	497

Fig. 8.5.8	 (a-b) Military infrastructures at Hagia Varvara (left, view from southeast) and above Sissi 
Camping (right; view from north up the Arkovounia) (©EBSA; J. Driessen)	 498

Fig. 9.1.1	 Apothiki of the Sissi Project. Pottery conservation campaign, July 2018, with conservator 
Pepi Saridaki on the right (©EBSA; C. Langohr)	 500



List of Illustrations

xxxvi

Fig. 9.1.2	 Space 11.7 in the north wing of the Neopalatial Court-Centred Building with large 
Neopalatial MM IIIB fill during excavation (©EBSA; N. Kress)	 500

Fig. 9.1.3	 Sissi excavations, July 2017. Assistants to the processing and inventory of the archaeological 
material, Irini Koutouvaki and Dimitra Machaira, strewing some of the pottery of the day 
(©EBSA; C. Langohr)	 501

Fig. 9.1.4	 Zone 18, trench 2, exterior space to the north of the funerary building. LM IA floor deposit. 
a. Miniature conical cups. b. Conical cups (©EBSA; photo C. Papanikolopoulos, drawing B. 
Konnemann)	 503

Fig. 9.1.5	 Zone 18, test in the exterior space along the north wall of funerary building M. MM IIIA 
deposit. a. Possible lamps; b. Conical cups (©EBSA; C. Papanikolopoulos)	 504

Fig. 9.1.6	 Zone 18, funerary building M. Last floor deposit dated to LM IB. a. Conical cups, b. 
S-profile cups, c. Juglets, d. tubular vessel, e. Amphora, f. Monochrome collar-necked jug, g. 
Plain beak-spouted jug, h. Lustrous dark-on-light painted beak-spouted jug (©EBSA; photo 
C. Papanikolopoulos, drawing B. Konnemann) 	 505

Fig. 9.1.7	 Court-Centred Building, North-West Wing, Zone 11, Space 11.7. MM IIIB upper secondary 
deposit. a. Conical cup, b. Convex cups, c. Wide-based straight-sided cup, d. Hemispherical 
cups with a sharp everted rim (©EBSA; C. Papanikolopoulos)	 507

Fig. 9.1.8	 Court-Centred Building, North-West Wing, Zone 11, Space 11.7. MM IIIB upper 
secondary deposit. Compact conical cups in a dark red gritty fabric, LM IA? (©EBSA; C. 
Papanikolopoulos) 	 508

Fig. 9.1.9	 Court-Centred Building, North-West Wing, Zone 11, Space 11.7. MM IIIA and/or early MM 
IIIB lower secondary deposit. a. Conical cups, b. Wide-based straight-sided cups, c. Narrow-
based straight-sided cup, d. Hemispherical cup with a sharp everted rim, e. Carinated cups 
(©EBSA; C. Papanikolopoulos, R. Dubois)	 508

Fig. 9.1.10	 Court-Centred Building, North-East Wing, Zone 6, Space 6.21. Lower floor level. MM IIIA 
secondary deposit. a. Monochrome or light-on-dark decorated ledge-rim bowls, b. Carinated 
bowl with relief decoration of shell appliques, c. Horizontal-handled rounded basins with an 
everted horizontal rim and interior painted decoration (©EBSA; C. Papanikolopoulos)	 510

Fig. 9.1.11	 Court-Centred Building, North-East Wing, Zone 6, Space 6.24. LM IA destruction deposit. 
a. Conical cups, b. Juglet (©EBSA; R. Dubois)	 511

Fig. 9.1.12	 Court-Centred Building, North-East Wing, Zone 6, North-East Extension. LM IA secondary 
deposit. a. Compact conical cups, b. S-profile cup, c. Bell cup, d. Piriform jar (©EBSA; R. 
Dubois) 	 512

Fig. 9.1.13	 Court-Centred Building, East Wing, Zone 15, Space 15.10, MM III foundation deposit: a. 
Plain wide-mouthed jar, b. Piriform jar with everted rim and drips of paint (©EBSA; C. 
Papanikolopoulos) 	 513

Fig. 9.1.14	 Court-Centred Building, East Wing, Zone 15, Space 15.11, two (a-b) primary deposits 
in bedrock depressions: inverted MM IIIB or LM IA conical cups (©EBSA; C. 
Papanikolopoulos, R. Dubois) 	 513

Fig. 9.1.15	 Zone 15, Space 15.5, Space δ, MM IIIA secondary deposit during excavation (#2431) 
(©EBSA; O. Mouthuy) 	 514



Sissi V

xxxvii

Fig. 9.1.16	 Zone 15, Space 15.5, Space δ, MM IIIA secondary deposit, sherd material (not all to scale): 
a. Broad conical cups, b. Carinated cups, c. Thin-walled, monochrome slipped and burnished 
ledge-rim bowls, d. Dark-on-light decorated ledge-rim bowl with ripple (©EBSA; R. 
Dubois, C. Langohr, C. Papanikolopoulos) 	 515

Fig. 9.1.17	 Zone 15, Space 15.5, Space δ, LM IIIA2 pottery from the MM IIIA secondary deposit. a. 
Kalathos, b. Foot of a goblet (©EBSA; R. Dubois) 	 515

Fig. 9.1.18	 Zone 15, Space 15.9.2. MM IIIB secondary deposit. a. Conical cups, b. Convex cups, c. 
Straight-sided cups, d. Beehive (©EBSA; R. Dubois) 	 516

Fig. 9.1.19	 Complete examples of MM III beehives from a. Sissi, Space 4.4, MM IIIA primary floor 
deposit (©EBSA; C. Papanikolopoulos); b. Malia-Pi, Pit 1, MM IIIB fill (©EFA; photo C. 
Gaston; drawing B. Konnemann; courtesy of M. Pomadère)	 517

Fig. 9.1.20	 Zone 8, Building HC, Space 8.6. LM IB primary fire destruction deposit. Horizontal-handled 
pulled-rim bowl (©EBSA; C. Papanikolopoulos)	 518

Fig. 9.1.21	 Zone 8, Neopalatial Building HC, Space 8.5. LM IB (final) primary deposit. a. Conical 
cups, b. S-profile cup, c. plain beak-spouted jug, d. Dark-on-light decorated beak-spouted 
jug, e. Linear-decorated amphora, f-h. Coarse globular jars, i. Pithos (©EBSA; photo C. 
Papanikolopoulos, drawing B. Konnemann)	 520

Fig. 9.1.22	 Zone 8, Building HA, Space 8.13. LM II-LM IIIA1 deposit. a. Plain everted conical cups, b. 
Plain rounded cup, c-d. Linear-painted, and red-slipped and burnished large goblets similar 
to FS 254 or FS 269, e. Monochrome slipped and burnished ogival bowl, f. Pattern-painted 
ledge-rim hemispherical cup, g. Amphoroid krater (©EBSA; photos C. Papanikolopoulos, R. 
Dubois, drawing B. Konnemann)	 521

Fig. 9.1.23	 Zone 18, shaft grave tomb. LM II or LM IIIA1 deposit. a. Conical cup, b. Horizontal-
handled small bowl, c. Small pyxis (©EBSA; C. Papanikolopoulos)	 522

Fig. 9.1.24	 Zone 18, south of the Neopalatial funerary building, funerary pit. LM IIIA2 miniature 
vessels. a. Miniature jug, b. Double vase, c. Shallow side-spouted cup (©EBSA; C. 
Papanikolopoulos)	 523

Fig. 9.2.1	 Aerial photo of the Sissi settlement with the location of the four Neopalatial contexts under 
examination: Space 2.8 in Building BC of Zone 2, Spaces 4.4 [left] and 4.19 [right] in 
Building CD and Space 10.6 in the West Wing of the CCB (©EBSA; N. Kress)	 525

Fig. 9.2.2	 Building CD, test in Space 4.4 NE/S. MM IIIA deposit. a. Handleless conical cup (15-
04-0045-OB001), b. Handleless conical cup (15-04-0050-OB001), c. Broad conical cup 
(16-04-0091-OB003), d. Broad conical cup (16-04-0102-OB001), e. Convex cup (16-
04-0100-OB001), f. Straight-sided cup (16-04-0109-OB017), g. Straight-sided cup (16-
04-0109-OB002), h. Bell-shaped cup (15-04-0045-OB006), i. Large conical cup (16-04-
0100-OB005), j. Large conical cup (16-04-0109-OB010), k. Puisette (16-04-0105-OB002) 
(©EBSA; B. Konnemann)	 528

Fig. 9.2.3	 Building CD, test in Space 4.4 NE/S. MM IIIA deposit. a. ‘In and out’ bowl (16-04-0100-
OB014), b. Flaring bowl (16-04-0109-OB005), c. ‘In and out’ bowl with horizontal handles 
(16-04-0107-OB010), d. Flaring bowl (16-04-0100-OB010), e. Cut-away necked jug (16-04-
0100-OB007), f. Cut-away necked jug (16-04-0117-OB003), g. Cut-away necked jug (15-
04-0045-OB004) (©EBSA; B. Konnemann)	 529



List of Illustrations

xxxviii

Fig. 9.2.4	 Building CD, test in Space 4.4 NE/S. MM IIIA deposit. a. Funnel-mouthed jug (16-04-
0091-OB005), b. Funnel-mouthed jug (16-04-0100-OB013), c. Bridge-spouted jug (16-
04-0100-OB12), d. Bridge-spouted jug (16-04-0106-OB004), e. Oval-mouthed amphora 
(16-04-0107-OB006), f. Tripod cooking pot (16-04-0109-OB023), g. Tripod cooking pot 
(16-04-0097-OB003), h. Tripod cooking jar (16-04-0091-OB006) (©EBSA; B. Konnemann)	 531

Fig. 9.2.5	 CCB, Space 10.6. MM IIIB deposit. a. Handleless conical cup (17-17-2345-OB021), b. 
Bandleless conical cup (17-17-2294-OB038), c. Handleless conical cup (17-17-2269-
OB026), d. Handleless conical cup (17-17-2332-OB035), e. Handleless conical cup 
(17-17-2332-OB037), f. Broad conical cup (17-17-2388-OB008), g. Convex cup (17-17-
2342-OB010), h. Convex cup (17-17-2294-OB041), i. Convex cup (17-17-2377-OB004), 
j. Straight-sided cup (17-17-2388-OB015), k. Straight-sided cup (17-17-2388-OB005), 
l. Straight-sided cup (17-17-2388-OB006), m. Straight-sided cup (17-17-2356-OB003) 
(©EBSA; Y. Nakas)	 536

Fig. 9.2.6	 CCB, Space 10.6. MM IIIB deposit. a. S-profile cup (17-17-2390-OB017), b. S-profile cup 
(17-17-2388-OB007), c. S-profile cup (17-17-2339-OB009), d. S-profile cup (17-17-2249-
OB013), e. S-profile cup (17-17-2251-OB008), f. Bell-shaped cup (17-17-2342-OB008), g. 
Bell-shaped cup (17-17-2342-OB005), h. Bell-shaped cup (17-17-2294-OB025) (©EBSA; 
Y. Nakas (a-g), B. Konnemann (h))	 538

Fig. 9.2.7	 CCB, Space 10.6. MM IIIB deposit. a. Ledge-rim bowl (17-17-2388-OB002), b. Ledge-rim 
bowl (17-17-2269-OB025), c. Ledge-rim bowl (17-17-2376-OB008), d. Hemispherical bowl 
(17-17-2342-OB019), e. Hemispherical bowl (17-17-2302-OB012), f. Flaring bowl (17-17-
2388-OB011), g. ‘In and out’ bowl (17-17-2311-OB007), h. Bowl with horizontal handles 
(17-17-2342-OB021), i. Bowl with horizontal handles (17-17-2205-OB004), j. ‘In and out’ 
bowl (17-17-2205-OB008) (©EBSA; Y. Nakas)	 539

Fig. 9.2.8	 CCB, Space 10.6. MM IIIB deposit. a. Cut-away necked jug (17-17-2359-OB013), b. Cut-
away necked jug (17-17-2345-OB014), c. Funnel-mouthed jug (17-17-2332-OB023), d. 
Bridge-spouted jug (17-17-2262-OB003), e. Bridge-spouted jug (17-17-2249-OB009), f. 
Bridge-spouted jug (17-17-2388-OB007), g. Jug (17-17-2235-OB021), h. Juglet (17-17-
2345-OB064), i. Ewer (17-17-2345-OB036), j. Ewer (17-17-2251-OB011) (©EBSA; Y. 
Nakas)	 541

Fig. 9.2.9	 CCB, Space 10.6. MM IIIB deposit. Oval-mouthed amphora (17-17-2342-OB001) (©EBSA; 
Y. Nakas)	 542

Fig. 9.2.10	 CCB, Space 10.6. MM IIIB deposit. a. Wide-mouthed jar (17-17-2262-OB009), b. Tripod 
cooking pot (17-17-2388-OB010), c. Tripod cooking pot (10-16-2371-OB002), d. Cooking 
jar (17-17-2345-OB035) (©EBSA; Y. Nakas (a-b, d), B. Konnemann (c))	 543

Fig. 9.2.11	 CCB, Space 10.6. MM IIIB deposit. a. Tripod pot – rhyton (17-17-2294-OB025), b. Rhyton 
(17-17-2294-OB026), c. Cup-rhyton (17-17-2318-OB018), d. Cup-rhyton (17-17-2332-
OB022), e. Rhyton (17-17-2311-OB006), f. Pedestalled vessel (17-17-2269-OB014), g. 
Chalice (17-17-2275-OB17), h. Chalice (17-17-2275-OB018), i. Pedestalled vessel (17-17-
2257-OB015) (©EBSA; Y. Nakas)	 544

Fig. 9.2.12	 Zone 2, Building BC, Space 2.8. LM IA deposit. a. Conical cup (9-02-1206-OB002), b. 
Conical cup (9-02-1243-OB010), c. Conical cup (9-02-1243-OB011), d. Conical cup (9-02-
1243-OB012), e. Conical cup (11-02-2238-OB001), f. Conical cup (9-02-1243-OB008), g. 
Conical cup (10-02-1272-OB018), h. Conical cup (11-02-2252-OB001), i. Conical cup (11-
02-2252-OB006) (©EBSA; Y. Nakas)	 547



Sissi V

xxxix

Fig. 9.2.13	 Zone 2, Building BC, Space 2.8. LM IA deposit. a. Convex cup (10-02-1288-OB004), b. 
Convex cup (10-02-1261-OB002), c. S-profile cup (9-02-1243-OB006), d. S-profile cup 
(9-02-1243-OB014), e. S-profile cup (10-02-1280-OB020), f. S-profile cup (11-02-2248-
OB005), g. S-profile cup (10-02-1267-OB001), h. S-profile cup (11-02-2238-OB002), i. 
S-profile cup (9-02-1206-OB001), j. S-profile cup (9-02-1243-OB015), k. S-profile cup 
(10-02-1288-OB005), l. Bell-shaped cup (11-02-2242-OB001), m. Bell-shaped cup (10-02-
1277-OB005), n. Bell-shaped cup (9-02-1243-OB007), o. Bell-shaped cup (10-02-1288-
OB006) (©EBSA; Y. Nakas)	 548

Fig. 9.2.14	 Zone 2, Building BC, Space 2.8. LM IA deposit. a. Ledge-rim bowl (10-02-1283-OB004), 
b. Ledge-rim bowl (10-02-1280-OB010), c. Ledge-rim bowl (10-02-1277-OB003), d. Bowl 
(11-02-2238-OB004), e. Bowl (9-02-1206-OB003), f. Bowl (10-02-1261-OB005), g. Flaring 
bowl (10-02-1288-OB009) (©EBSA; Y. Nakas)	 549

Fig. 9.2.15	 Zone 2, Building BC, Space 2.8. LM IA deposit. a. Jug (11-02-2242-OB002), b. Oval-
mouthed amphora (10-02-1283-OB010), c. Jug (10-02-1283-OB011), d. Bridge-spouted jar 
(10-02-1284-OB002), e. Basin (11-02-2238-OB006), f. Basin (11-02-2238-OB007), g. Basin 
(9-02-1202-OB005), h. Wide-mouthed jar (10-02-1288-OB008) (©EBSA; B. Konnemann 
(a), Y. Nakas (b-h))	 551

Fig. 9.2.16	 Zone 2, Building BC, Space 2.8. LM IA deposit. a. Cooking pot (9-02-1206-OB007), b. 
Cooking pot (11-02-2238-OB005), c. Cooking pot (9-02-1254-OB005), d. Cooking pot (9-
02-1243-OB017), e. Cooking pot (10-02-1280-OB011), f. Tripod cooking pot (9-02-1243-
OB009), g. Cooking dish (9-02-1206-OB008) (©EBSA; Y. Nakas)	 552

Fig. 9.2.17	 Zone 2, Building BC, Space 2.8. LM IA deposit. a-b. Tripod cooking pot (9-02-1243-
OB003) (©EBSA; C. Papanikolopoulos)	 553

Fig. 9.2.18	 Zone 4, Building CD, Space 4.19. LM IB deposit. a. Conical cup (11-04-3680-OB013), 
b. Conical cup (15-04-0065-OB004), c. Conical cup (11-04-3680-OB004), d. Conical cup 
(15-04-0062-OB006), e. Conical cup (15-04-0031-OB011), f. S-profile cup (15-04-0062-
OB004), g. S-profile cup (15-04-0034-OB001), h. S-profile cup (15-04-0011-OB001), i. 
S-profile cup (11-04-3664-OB003) (©EBSA; B. Konnemann)	 556

Fig. 9.2.19	 Zone 4, Building CD, Space 4.19. LM IB deposit. a. Convex cup (15-04-0011-OB004), b. 
Convex cup (15-04-0037-OB002), c. Pulled-rim cup (11-04-3675-OB004), d. Pulled-rim 
cup (11-04-3680-OB036), e. Ledge-rim bowl (11-04-1791-OB002), f. Hemispherical bowl 
(11-04-3680-OB011), g. Rounded bowl (11-04-3680-OB003), h. Rounded bowl (11-04-
3680-OB041), i. Pulled-rim bowl (15-04-0011-OB011) (©EBSA; B. Konnemann)	 558

Fig. 9.2.20	 Zone 4, Building CD, Space 4.19. LM IB deposit. a-b. Piriform jug (10-04-1730-OB001) 
(©EBSA; photo C. Papanikolopoulos; drawing B. Konnemann)	 559

Fig. 9.2.21	 Zone 4, Building CD, Space 4.19. LM IB deposit. a. Cut-away necked jug (15-04-0066-
OB002), b. Piriform jug (11-04-3680-OB001), c. Jug (15-04-0062-OB013), d. Basin (15-04-
0070-OB014), e. Basin (15-04-0066-OB003) (©EBSA; B. Konnemann)	 560

Fig. 9.2.22	 Zone 4, Building CD, Space 4.19. LM IB deposit. a. Cooking pot (11-04-3680-OB040), b. 
Tripod cooking pot (11-04-3680-OB039) (©EBSA; B. Konnemann)	 561

Fig. 9.3.1	 Large shallow bowls in Black Burnished Ware (a & b) and in Plain Semi-Fine Ware (c) from 
the EM IIA floor deposit of UTE Space 10.20 (©EBSA; G. Merlatti)	 565

Fig. 9.3.2	 Fragments of Pithos Ware from the EM IIA floor deposit of UTE Space 10.20 (©EBSA; I. 
Caloi)	 565



List of Illustrations

xl

Fig. 9.3.3	 Juglet in Red Semi-Coarse Ware from the EM IIA floor deposit of UTE Space 10.20 
(©EBSA; Photo I. Caloi; drawing G. Merlatti)	 566

Fig. 9.3.4	 One-shot cups in Plain Semi-Fine Ware and juglets in Plain Semi-Coarse Ware from the EM 
IIA floor deposit of Room 10.25 in Building 1 (©EBSA; Photo I. Caloi; drawing G. Merlatti)	 566

Fig. 9.3.5	 Low-bellied juglets in Plain Semi-Fine Ware from the EM IIA floor deposit of Space 10.25 
(©EBSA; Photo I. Caloi; drawing G. Merlatti)	 567

Fig. 9.3.6	 Juglets in Black Slipped Ware and in Semi-Fine Plain Ware from the EM IIA floor deposit of 
Room 10.24 in Building 1 (©EBSA; Photo I. Caloi, R. Dubois; drawing G. Merlatti)	 568

Fig. 9.3.7	 Plan of the West and East Houses at Hagia Triada (prepared by B. Salmeri after Laviosa 
1972-1973)	 568

Fig. 9.3.8	 Large bowls in Black-Slipped Ware from Space 10.8 in the West Wing of the CCB (©EBSA; 
Photo I. Caloi; Drawing G. Merlatti)	 569

Fig. 9.3.9	 Large bowl in Dark-on-Light Ware from Space 10.8 in the West Wing of the CCB (©EBSA; 
Photo I. Caloi; drawing G. Merlatti)	 570

Fig. 9.3.10	 Jug and handle in Plain Semi-Fine Ware from Space 10.8 in the West Wing of the CCB 
(©EBSA; Photo I. Caloi; drawing G. Merlatti)	 570

Fig. 9.3.11	 Red Slipped Ware and Gray Ware in semi-fine (local?) fabric from the EM IIA homogeneous 
deposit of Space 10.19 in the West Wing of the CCB (©EBSA; Photo I. Caloi; drawing G. 
Merlatti)	 571

Fig. 9.3.12	 Plain and Dark-on-Light Semi-Fine Wares from the EM IIA homogeneous deposit in Space 
10.19 in the West Wing of the CCB (©EBSA; Photo I. Caloi; drawing G. Merlatti)	 572

Fig. 9.3.13	 Stemmed goblets in Black Slipped Ware from the lowest levels in Space 10.19 in the West 
Wing of the CCB (©EBSA; I. Caloi)	 572

Fig. 9.3.14	 Jug, teapot spout and shallow bowl in Mottled Ware imitating Vasiliki Ware from Space 11.9 
in the West Wing of the CCB (©EBSA; R. Dubois)	 573

Fig. 9.4.1	 Crude carinated cup 10-04-1678-OB001 (©EBSA; drawing B. Konnemann; photo C. 
Papanikolopoulos)	 577

Fig. 9.4.2	 Small conical bowls or saucers 10-04-1671-OB005 and 10-04-1723-OB003 (©EBSA; C. 
Papanikolopoulos)	 577

Fig. 9.4.3	 One-handled conical cup (©EBSA; R. Dubois) – One-handled conical cup decorated in 
LOD 10-04-1671-OB003 (©EBSA; H. Joris)	 578

Fig. 9.4.4	 ‘Cupule’ decorated with a cross 10-04-1692-OB009 (©EBSA; B. Konnemann)	 578

Fig. 9.4.5	 Carinated cup 10-04-1671-OB004 (©EBSA; drawing B. Konnemann; photo R. Dubois)	 580

Fig. 9.4.6	 Large bowl ladle/‘puisette’ 10-04-1671-OB008 (©EBSA; drawing B. Konnemann; photo R. 
Dubois)	 580

Fig. 9.4.7	 Teapot 10-04-1678-OB002 (©EBSA; C. Papanikolopoulos)	 580

Fig. 9.4.8	 Incense burner 10-04-1667-OB001 (©EBSA; C. Papanikolopoulos)	 582



Sissi V

xli

Fig. 9.4.9	 Cooking vessels: cooking dish 10-04-1671-OB009, spouted cooking bowl 10-04-1684-
OB005, tripod tray 10-04-1723-OB004, tripod cooking pot 10-04-1667-OB013 (©EBSA; B. 
Konnemann)	 582

Fig. 9.4.10	 Large container with double axe relief decoration 10-04-1689-OB002 (©EBSA; drawing B. 
Konnemann; photo R. Dubois)	 583

Fig. 9.4.11	 Technological samples of wheel use: riling marks, concentric or parallel striations on the 
base (©EBSA; R. Dubois)	 583

Fig. 9.4.12	 Selection of shapes in MM IIB backfill from #1933 (©EBSA; R. Dubois)	 584

Fig. 9.4.13	 Handleless conical goblet 11-05-1983-OB005 (©EBSA; C. Papanikolopoulos)	 585

Fig. 9.4.14	 Saucer from #1975 (©EBSA; R. Dubois)	 585

Fig. 9.4.15	 Hemispherical cup from #1983 (©EBSA; R. Dubois) 	 585

Fig. 9.4.16	 Hemispherical cup 10-05-1931-OB004 (©EBSA; C. Papanikolopoulos)	 587

Fig. 9.4.17	 Cylindrical cup with a cross pattern on the base (©EBSA; R. Dubois)	 587

Fig. 9.5.1	 Soot marks on the exterior surface of a tripod cooking pot (09-02-1201-OB002) (©EBSA; 
E. Tsafou)	 590

Fig. 10.1	 Static high-resolution images of thin sections 15-10-2164_S1 and 15-10-2164_S2 and 
schematic representation of the identified floors and microfacies (©EBSA; L. Magno)	 596

Fig. 10.2	 Static high-resolution image on the left and photomicrographs (PPL) on the right of thin 
section 15-10-2164_S1. In the right pictures the features related to floor preparation are 
indicated in red (©EBSA; L. Magno)	 597

Fig. 10.3	 Static high-resolution image on the left and photomicrographs (PPL) on the right of thin 
section 10-09-4520. Calcium carbonate nodules are indicated by a dashed line (©EBSA; L. 
Magno)	 598

Fig. 11.1	 The bone pyramid 19-08-3024-OB002 (©EBSA; Photos M. Anastasiadou; drawing A. 
Theodoropoulou)	 600

Fig. 11.2	 The serpentine discoid 18-06-1546-OB002 (©EBSA; Photos M. Anastasiadou; drawing A. 
Theodoropoulou)	 600

Fig. 11.3	 The white paste cushion 17-17-2258-OB002 (©EBSA; Photos M. Anastasiadou; drawing A. 
Theodoropoulou)	 601

Fig. 11.4	 The rock-crystal button 18-15-2411-OB002 (©EBSA; Photos M. Anastasiadou; drawing A. 
Theodoropoulou)	 602

Fig. 11.5	 The chlorite cylinder seal 17-08-2536-OB003 (©EBSA; Photos M. Anastasiadou; drawing 
A. Theodoropoulou)	 603

Fig. 11.6	 The amethyst cushion 19-18-3895-OB001 (©EBSA; Photos M. Anastasiadou; drawing A. 
Theodoropoulou)	 604

Fig. 11.7	 The serpentine lentoid 17-08-2714-OB002 (©EBSA; Photos M. Anastasiadou; drawing A. 
Theodoropoulou)	 605

Fig. 11.8	 The serpentine (?) lentoid 18-11-3278-OB001 (©EBSA; Photos M. Anastasiadou; drawing 
A. Theodoropoulou)	 606



List of Illustrations

xlii

Fig. 11.9	 The lapis lacedaemonius lentoid 18-15-2460-OB007 (©EBSA; Photos M. Anastasiadou; 
drawing A. Theodoropoulou)	 607

Fig. 11.10	 The serpentine lentoid 18-16-1793-OB002 (©EBSA; Photos M. Anastasiadou; drawing A. 
Theodoropoulou)	 608

Fig. 11.11	 The glass lentoid 18-10-6106-OB003 (©EBSA; Photos M. Anastasiadou; drawing A. 
Theodoropoulou)	 609

Fig. 11.12	 Six soft stone lentoids with the depiction of Quadrupeds from Sissi: five LM I/II, four of 
which come from the area of the Building CD, and a LM IIIA example from the area of the 
CCB (objects in scale with regard to each other, seal impressions not in scale. (©EBSA; 
Photos 11-04-3636-OB002, 11-03-0603-OB001 C. Papanikolopoulos; all other photos M. 
Anastasiadou)	 611

Fig. 11.13	 The peg (?) sealing 19-15-2518-OB012a, the impressions on its front side and the cast of the 
backside showing a peg surrounded by a thick string (©EBSA; M. Anastasiadou)	 614

Fig. 11.14	 The sealing 19-15-2518-OB012b (©EBSA; M. Anastasiadou)	 615

Fig. 11.15	 The clay object 19-06-1678-OB001 (©EBSA; M. Anastasiadou)	 616

Fig. 11.16	 The clay object 17-17-2308-OB001 (©EBSA; M. Anastasiadou)	 616

Fig. 11.17	 The clay object 19-16-1913-OB004 and modern impression as well as drawing of the 
sideways impressed fingertip on its concave side (©EBSA; M. Anastasiadou)	 617

Fig. 11.18	 Clay objects without seal impressions categorised with Type A, B and C (scale 1:2) 
(©EBSA; M. Anastasiadou)	 618

Fig. 12.1	 Plan of Building E (©EBSA; P. Hacigüzeller, M. Devolder) 	 620

Fig. 12.2	 Spaces with greater concentrations and better-preserved fragments appear in dark grey; 
spaces with lower and/or poor preservation of fragments appear in light grey on Zone 5 plan 
(©EBSA; P. Hacigüzeller, M. Devolder, edited by M.N. Pareja) 	 621

Fig. 12.3	 Plaster fragments from Space 5.2 with blue and red paint and areas of reserved white. at 
left 08-05-0866-OB001; top right 08-05-0864-SA005; and bottom right 08-05-0860-FE040 
(©EBSA; A. Kritikou) 	 622

Fig. 12.4	 Plaster fragments from Space 5.3 with traces of red and blue paint (08-05-0878-SA005) 
(©EBSA; A. Kritikou) 	 623

Fig. 12.5	 Four polychrome fragments from Space 5.4 that preserve traces of blue and red paint (09-
05-0960-SA005) (©EBSA; A. Kritikou) 	 623

Fig. 12.6	 Plaster fragments from Space 5.10 that show dark blue and red paint surface fragments, 
surface fragments with no paint, and fragments without surface (09-05-1823-SA006) 
(©EBSA; A. Kritikou)	 624

Fig. 12.7	 Painted fragment that preserves traces of bright blue paint and three fragments that preserve 
no traces of paint from Space 5.11 (09-05-0962-SA005) (©EBSA; A. Kritikou)	 625

Fig. 12.8	 Painted wall plaster fragments from Space 5.12 with blue and red pigments and incision 
marks (09-05-0994-SA005) (©EBSA; A. Kritikou)	 625

Fig. 12.9	 Painted and unpainted lime plaster and mud plaster fragments from space 5.13 (09-05-0968-
SA009) (©EBSA; A. Kritikou)	 626



Sissi V

xliii

Fig. 12.10	 Polychrome painted floor from Space 5.13 (17-05-0069a-SA009) (©EBSA; J. Driessen)	 626

Fig. 12.11	 Lower polychrome painted plaster floor from Space 5.13 that preserves a possible painted 
tile pattern (17-05-0069b-SA009) (©EBSA; C. Papanikolopoulos) 	 627

Fig. 12.12	 Mud coating preserved against the lower courses of the northern rubble wall of Space 5.13 
(09-05-0965-022) (©EBSA; M. Devolder)	 627

Fig. 12.13	 Fragment of a yellow and red painted incised rosette with a reserved white centre (11-05-
3837-SA006) (©EBSA; A. Kritikou)	 628

Fig. 12.14	 Wall plasters showing banded border with a red and yellow motif on a white background 
(10-05-1909-SA005) (©EBSA; A. Kritikou)	 629

Fig. 12.15	 Neopalatial(?) painted plaster with black/dark blue and light blue bands, snaplines, and a 
white background (10-05-1864-SA005) (©EBSA; A. Kritikou)	 629

Fig. 12.16	 Plastered floors and lower walls in the north-eastern corner of Space 5.18 (©EBSA; M. 
Devolder)	 630

Fig. 12.17	 Red and yellow painted plaster with possible traces of a blue band from Space 5.18 (11-05-
1933-A005) (©EBSA; A. Kritikou)	 631

Fig. 12.18	 Left: A slightly curved plaster fragment with dark blue, light blue, and red pigment, 
and curved incision marks (11-05-1955-SA005); Middle: Reserved white against a red 
background with bright red traces of underpainting from 5.15 (11-05-1965-SA005); Right: 
Three joined fragments of the junction between painted plaster floor and wall that show 
evidence of working from Space 5.18 (11-05-1946-SA0050) (©EBSA; A. Kritikou)	 631

Fig. 12.19	 Fragments from the south-west corner of Space 5.19 with part of a curved motif and 
bands, red and blue paint, snaplines, and evidence of underpainting (11-05-3865-SA005); 
Fragments from Space 5.19 with blue and red pigment and incision marks (11-05-3861-
SA005) (©EBSA; A. Kritikou)	 632

Fig. 12.20	 Plastered wall and floor showing continuous plastering in Space 5.19 (©EBSA; M. Devolder)	633

Fig. 12.21	 A plastered corner showing continuous plastering and snaplines or incision marks in Space 
5.19 (©EBSA; M. Devolder)	 633

Fig. 12.22	 Detail of Fig. 12.21 from Space 5.19 with marks circled (©EBSA; M. Devolder, edited by 
M.N. Pareja)	 634

Fig. 12.23	 Fragments showing traces of red and blue paint with snaplines from below the main terrace 
wall (©EBSA; A. Kritikou)	 635

Fig. 13.1	 Overview of the condition mapping conducted in 2014 in Building CD (©EBSA; T. Claeys, 
after site plans by A. Chalkidi)	 639

Fig. 13.2	 Overview of the condition mapping conducted in 2017, after the autumn consolidation 
campaign, in Building CD (©EBSA; T. Claeys, after site plans by E. Zografou, M. Pateraki 
and C. Koutsaftis, and based on site plans by A. Chalkidi)	 639



List of Illustrations

xliv

Fig. 13.3	 Some of the most frequently encountered damage types at Sissi. (a) Fracture of a limestone 
slab, in the east-west road 8.1 along wall D2 in Building CD, as observed in 2017; (b) 
Mortar detachment in wall D87 between Space 4.19 and the staircase in Building CD, as 
observed in 2017; (c) Weed along and within the masonry of F22 in Building F, as observed 
in 2014; (d) Questionable stabilisation work impacting the legibility of the column bases and 
the assumed half-sunken hearth in Space 4.7, in Building CD, as observed in 2015 (©EBSA; 
T. Claeys)	 640

Fig. 13.4	 Fractured ammouda slab used a threshold in Space 4.6 in Building CD, as observed in 2014 
(©EBSA; T. Claeys)	 641

Fig. 13.5	 Water-induced hazards. (a) High waves and storms (©EBSA; G. McGuire, 2014); (b) 
Flooded Spaces 1.11 and 1.12 in the cemetery (©EBSA; G. McGuire, 2014); (c) Top of the 
hill in early Spring 2014 (©EBSA; G. McGuire); (d) Overflowing of the western riverbed at 
the foot of the hill during the early November 2019 intense rainfalls (©EBSA; L. White); (e) 
Overflowing of the eastern riverbed at the foot of the hill in early Spring 2014 (©EBSA; G. 
McGuire)	 642

Fig. 13.6	 Temporary backfilling of the remains in Zone 8 after the completion of the 2018 excavation 
campaign (©EBSA; T. Claeys)	 644

Fig. 13.7	 A selection of wall stabilisation steps. (a) Cleaning by hand and with water; (b) Mortar 
repointing; (c) Compaction with brush; (d) Compaction with mallet (©EBSA; T. Claeys)	 646

Fig. 13.8	 A selection of floor consolidation steps. (a) Covering with giofasma; (b) Covering with 
chalikia; (c) Compaction; (d) Superimposition of layers of fine sand mixed with cement; (e) 
Spreading by means of a brush; (f) Final layering with sieved excavated soil (©EBSA; T. 
Claeys)	 646

Fig. 13.9	 Schematic plan of the Kephali hill (state after the 2018 excavation campaign) mapping the 
different stabilisation interventions per year (©EBSA; T. Claeys)	 648

Fig. 13.10	 South-west corner of Space 5.3. (a) Before cleaning; (b) After cleaning; (c) After 
consolidation (©EBSA; N. Nikakis)	 648

Fig. 13.11	 Space 1.20, view from north-east. (a) Before cleaning; (b) After cleaning; (c) After 
consolidation (©EBSA; N. Nikakis)	 649

Fig. 13.12	 Stone slab with depressions (kernos) F19 next to entrance to Space 6.5. (a) After cleaning; 
(b) After consolidation (©EBSA; N. Liberopoulos)	 649

Fig. 13.13	 Test operations conducted in 2016 by the Azoria consolidation team. (a) Mortar repointing in 
the walls around Space 4.19 and its staircase in Building CD; (b) Floor capping in Space 5.3 
in Building E (©EBSA; T. Claeys)	 649

Fig. 13.14	 Section of the west façade wall of Building CD marking the western border of Space 4.15, 
view from west. (a) Before cleaning; (b) After cleaning; (c) After consolidation (©EBSA; J. 
Driessen, T. Claeys)	 650

Fig. 13.15	 Site conservator Athina Kritikou at work, consolidating the floor plaster in Space 5.13 
(©EBSA; J. Driessen)	 650

Fig. 13.16	 A selection of plastered wall stabilisation steps, north wall of the cubicle to the north of 
Space 5.13. (a) Before removal of the protective backfilling material; (b) Exposed plaster 
wall; (c) Layering with a white fibre geotextile; (d) Layering with a blue mesh before mortar 
application (©EBSA; J. Driessen)	 651



Sissi V

xlv

Fig. 13.17	 North wall of pit 5.35. (a) Before cleaning, note the inverted gourna in the masonry framed 
in white; (b) During cleaning: close-up of the gourna; (c) After consolidation, note the 
inverted gourna in the masonry framed in white (©EBSA; J. Driessen, T. Claeys)	 651

Fig. 13.18	 Terracotta drain in the south-west corner of Space 3.5. (a) Before cleaning; (b) After 
cleaning; (c) After consolidation (©EBSA; J. Driessen, T. Claeys)	 652

Fig. 13.19	 Consolidation of the stone column base in Space 2.5. (a) Original state; (b) Mortar 
application; (c) After drying (©EBSA; T. Claeys)	 652

Fig. 13.20	 Terracotta tiles in Space 2.5. (a) After cleaning; (b) After consolidation (©EBSA; T. Claeys)	 653

Fig. 13.21	 Terracotta tiles in Space 2.10. (a) After cleaning; (b) After removal and creation of their 
imprint in mortar (©EBSA; T. Claeys)	 653

Fig. 13.22	 Retaining wall built to the east of Space 2.14 in Zone 2 (©EBSA; T. Claeys)	 653

Fig. 13.23	 Stabilisation of wall H5. (a) Before cleaning; (b) After cleaning; (c) After consolidation 
(©EBSA; T. Claeys)	 654

Fig. 13.24	 Stabilization of wall H29. (a) Before cleaning; (b) After removal of the mudbricks; (c) After 
consolidation (©EBSA; T. Claeys)	 654

Fig. 13.25	 Ammouda steps (FE227) leading into Space 6.17. (a) After cleaning; (b) After consolidation 
(©EBSA; T. Claeys)	 654

Fig. 13.26	 Mosaiko floor in Space 6.17. (a) After cleaning; (b) After consolidation (©EBSA; T. Claeys)	 655

Fig. 13.27	 Terracotta tiles in Space 6.21. (a) Before cleaning; (b) After cleaning; (c) After consolidation 
(©EBSA; T. Claeys)	 655

Fig. 13.28	 Baulk stabilization in Space 6.17 (©EBSA; T. Claeys)	 656

Fig. 13.29	 Floor capping in Space 3.4. (a) After cleaning; (b) After consolidation (©EBSA; T. Claeys, 
E. Adam)	 656

Fig. 13.30	 Part of the north face of façade wall D61. (a) Before cleaning; (b) After cleaning (©EBSA; 
T. Claeys)	 656

Fig. 13.31	 Part of the east face of wall FE109. (a) Before cleaning; (b) After consolidation (©EBSA; T. 
Claeys)	 657

Fig. 13.32	 Niche FE337. (a) Before cleaning; (b) After consolidation (©EBSA; T. Claeys)	 657

Fig. 13.33	 Wall FE370. (a) Before cleaning; (b) After consolidation (©EBSA; T. Claeys)	 658

Fig. 13.34	 Upper terrace of Zone 1 after covering of floors and unexcavated areas, view from east 
(©EBSA; T. Claeys)	 658

Fig. 13.35	 Space 1.17. (a) Before cleaning; (b) After construction of dry-stone retaining walls; (C); 
After covering (©EBSA; E. Adam, T. Claeys)	 658

Fig. 13.36	 (a) On-site drawing by A. Kritikou of the plaster floor with decoration in Space 10.22: (b) 
Close-up of the plaster floor with a splash pattern of blue and red on whitish background 
(©EBSA; J. Driessen)	 659

Fig. 13.37	 Aerial view of the Kephali hill (as of 2016) with the temporary site path network (©EBSA; 
N. Kress)	 660



List of Illustrations

xlvi

Fig. 14.1	 Bronze coin of Knossos under Claudius (19-15-2560-OB001) (©EBSA; C. Papanikolopoulos)	663

Fig. 14.2	 Bronze coin of Constantine I from Alexandria (18-26-0200-OB001) (©EBSA; P. Saridaki & 
C. Papanikolopoulos)	 663

Fig. 15.1	 Sissi excavations. Investigated goldwork (©EBSA; B. Legarra-Herrero)	 667

Fig. 15.2	 Image of fragment 16-10-2313-OB011 (©EBSA; photo: B. Legarra-Herrero)	 669

Fig. 15.3	 Optical microscope images of item 18-10-6057-OB004 (©EBSA; B. Legarra-Herrero)	 670

Fig. 15.4	  Optical microscope images of item 16-04-0099-OB011 (©EBSA; B. Legarra-Herrero)	 671

Fig. 15.5	 Optical microscope images of item 18-09-4516-OB001 (©EBSA; B. Legarra-Herrero)	 671

Fig. 15.6	 Optical microscope images of item HNM17357 (©EBSA; B. Legarra-Herrero)	 672

Fig. 15.7	 Optical microscope images of item 11-09-9893-OB022 - HNM17356 (©EBSA; B. Legarra-
Herrero)	 672




