
Confirmed Drop in Treatment
of Patients with Incident
End-Stage Kidney Disease
During the Novel Coronavirus
Disease 2019 Pandemic
We read with great interest the study by Wetmore et al.1

showing a drop in the number of patients starting hemodial-
ysis (HD), peritoneal dialysis (PD), or being transplanted
preemptively in the context of the coronavirus disease 2019
pandemic.

Similar results emerged from the Belgian Registry (Brus-
sels-Capital and Wallonia regions) that aims to annually col-
lect data regarding incident patients with ESKD in the 26
centers participating to the “Groupement des N�ephrologues
Francophones de Belgique.”

In 2018, 971 patients started their treatment for ESKD
(dialysis initiation or preemptive transplantation), 970 in
2019 but only 892 in 2020,showing an 8% drop. Monthly
comparisons showed that this decrease started in March
2020, when the coronavirus disease 2019 pandemic peaked
in Belgium. The same trend was observed for each age
group, regardless of primary kidney disease. In addition,
contrasting with the Wetmore et al. data,1 incident number
and percentage of patients starting peritoneal dialysis, home
HD, or receiving a preemptive kidney transplantation also
decreased in 2020 compared with 2019 (a 33%, 50%, and
36% drop, respectively, compared with 2019) suggesting that
home techniques were not favored in the context of the
pandemic.

In conclusion, the year 2020 was marked by an 8% inci-
dence drop of patients who started a treatment for ESKD,
with a particularly marked decline in home dialysis pro-
grams (PD and HD) and preemptive kidney transplantation.
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Authors’ Reply

We thank Jacobs et al. for their interest in our recent
report,1 which concerned treatment changes in patients with
incident ESKD during the first wave of the coronavirus dis-
ease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic in the United States. In
their letter, Jacobs et al. report an 8% decrease in the num-
ber of patients initiating treatment for ESKD in French-
speaking areas of Belgium in 2020 (relative to 2019). Their
finding of a substantial drop in patients with newly diag-
nosed ESKD is generally concordant with our own, although
we found an even greater decline of approximately 25% dur-
ing the height of the first wave of the pandemic in the
United States (April 2020). In contrast to our findings, how-
ever, they report relatively steeper declines in rates of
preemptive kidney transplant or initiation of dialysis on a
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