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Looking back



From “migrant” to “transnational families”

MIGRATION AS A ONE-WAY
MOVEMENT

TRANSNATIONAL & MOBILITY TURN

FEMINIST SCHOLARSHIP ON 
TRANSNATIONAL MOTHERHOOD

TRANSNATIONAL FAMILIES

Transnational families = 

families that live some or most of the 
time separated from each other, yet
hold together and create something
that can be seen as a feeling of 
collective welfare and unity, namely
familyhood, even across national 
borders
(Bryceson and Vuorela 2002a, p. 18) 

=> wide spectrum of situations



Variety of themes and lenses

Care Social policy Wellbeing
Remittances 

& 
Development

Social capital Homing Belonging

Children Elders Mothering Fathering Return 
migration Students Refugees

Domestic 
workers

Qualified 
female 
workers

Socialization Second 
generation Polymedia Sex workers



“a series of personal links between people across the globe based on the paid or unpaid 

work of caring”  

(Hochschild 2000: 131)

« Reciprocal, multidirectionnal and asymmetrical exchange of care within family networks, that

fluctuates over the life course, subject to the political, economic, cultural and social contexts of both

sending and receiving societies » 

(Baldassar & Merla 2014: 22)



Care circulation

Sources: Baldassar & Merla, 2011; Kilkey & Merla, 2014; Merla, 2012

Networks & life-course perspective
Local family cultures & Kinship systems
Invisible participants

Forms of care practices
Factors influencing (non-)participation



The form and degree of participation in care 

flows derive from a dialectic between:

- Capacity

- Culturally defined « obligation »

-Negotiated family commitments

(Baldassar, Baldock & Wilding, 2007)

And…

-The social and cultural definition of care 

needs

Þ Need to understand the institutional/normative 

contexts in which family members are ‘situated’ 

Þ ‘Situated transnationalism’ 

(Kilkey & Merla, 2014)
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Degavre & Merla, 2016

Forms of care practices
Factors influencing (non-)participation
Policy implications



SOCIAL POLICY
Situated transnationalism

(Kilkey & Merla, 2014)



A changing world?



Covid-19 Climate crisis New conflicts

Enforced 
temporariness

Borders 
closure

Rising 
populism

Anti-gender & 
Anti-migrant 
mobilisations

…









Looking forward



�

�

Þ

(cf Bilecen, Faist, Levitt, Oso Casas, Serra Mingot & Mazzucato…)

Þ

� Ex: Transnational/multilocal families=> “Multilocal habitus” (Merla et al., 2021) cf 

multiple frames of reference; co-presence and belonging; power relations



• Ex: Vuckovic Juros 2022; Fresnoza-Flot & Wang, 2021

• Inspired by feminist scholarship on unpaid domestic work’s contribution to GDP!


