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Permanent citizens’ assembly
“A permanent assembly is a participatory mechanism 

that involves one or more citizens’ assemblies in 
political decision-making on a continuous or repeated 

basis. The aim of these assemblies is to formulate 
recommendations on one or more public issues 
following an informed and reasoned exchange 

between citizens”

Niessen, C. & Reuchamps, M. (2022). Assemblée permanente. In G. Petit, L. 
Blondiaux, I. Casillo, J.-M. Fourniau, G. Gourgues, S. Hayat, R. Lefebvre, S. Rui, S. 

Wojcik, & J. Zetlaoui-Léger (Éds.), Dictionnaire critique et interdisciplinaire de la 
Participation, DicoPart (2ème édition). GIS Démocratie et Participation. 

https://www.dicopart.fr/assemblee-permanente-2022

https://www.dicopart.fr/assemblee-permanente-2022
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Case 1
• Phone call from the Minister-President of the 

Government and the President of the Parliament of the 
German-speaking community
• a Second Chamber (‘a Senate’)
• made of randomly selected citizens
• willing to set an annual budget
• ‘Before it is too late’

• What do you tell them?
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The permanent citizens’ dialogue in the German-speaking
Community (Ostbelgien) (2019-…)

Niessen, C., & Reuchamps, M. (2020). Institutionalising Citizen Deliberation in 
Parliament: The Permanent Citizens’ Dialogue in the German-speaking Community of 

Belgium. Parliamentary affairs.
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Case 2
• Meeting with a green federal MP during the 2014-2019 

legislature
• inspired by the Irish constitutional convention
• made of both randomly selected citizens
• and MPs
• within parliament to ensure an institutional plug-in
• given the Belgian constitutional framework

• What do you tell him?
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How to institutionalize permanent citizens’ 
assemblies?”
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What do you 
think?


