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Marking subjectivity in interviews
on political engagement

terpretive logics and the metapragmatics of identity

N ZIENKOWSKI

1. INTRODUCTION

the humanities it has become commonplace to argue that the self in-
olves multiple processes of identification. No matter whether we talk
bout the individual as-being constituted by a multiplicity of communica-
ve or social roles, by a polyphony of voices, by a variety of performances
d strategies, or by a set of discursive interpellations, it has become quite
ceeptable to argue for the normality of the multiple personality. The par-
ularities of the way such processes operate differ depending on the meta-
hors used to conceptualise the self. There are also studies emphasising the
arrative, reflexive, creative, ethical, and/or aesthetic quest for some degree
f coherence and continuity in the self. My own interest in self and subjec-
vity pertains directly to this tension between coherence and multiplicity of
he self. It is also a direct result of my analyses of interviews conducted
ith activists and intellectuals with a Moroccan background in Flanders,
1 was especially interested in the way these people articulated a political
orld-view with a preferred sense of self. Throughout my interviews, I
sked them about the evolution of their political points of interest, their po-
tical engagements, and their political ideas — letting them decide what may
t may not be ‘political’. The people I talked to included party politicians,
minority activists, intellectuals, and social workers, Almost all of them had
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a Moroccan background, were living in Flanders (the Dutch speaking re.
gion of Belgium), and enjoyed a relatively high degree of education, They
have all publicly voiced their opinion on one or more issues central to the
Flemish minority debates that revolve around notions such as identity, di.
versity, gendet, Islam, language, norms, values and relationships betwegp
so-called autochthons and allochthons (see: van der Haar/ Yanow
forthcoming: 17; Zienkowski 2011la: 242-245; Jacobs/Rea 2006: 215
Blommaert/Verschueren 1998: 47-50).!

After conducting about forty interviews I was both impressed and digo. ,
riented by the myriad of topics raised throughout these interactions. People
talked about global and international issues such as the financial crisis of
2007, the Iraq war, and Islamic terrorism. They discussed national and loca]
issues, as well as personal discriminatory and emancipatory experiences,
Moreover, I was usually able to identify over 200 identity labels. These Ia-
bels, identities or subject positions (partially) defined the sense of self as ar-
ticulated by my respondents in positive and negative ways within the inter-
view context. Even more dazzling was the fact that these complex discours-
es on politics and identity seemed relatively transparent in sifu. Things be-
came less transparent as soon as I started my analyses.

A series of theoretical and empirical questions emerged. How do these
individuals manage to articulate and to co-construct a more or less coher-
ent sense of self and other(s) in and through their language use? Why
wasn’t I significantly disoriented in spite of the manifold identification pro-
cesses that were going on in practically every conversational turn of every

tterances about the political debates under discussion? The analysis was
pyrther complicated when I realised that these people often used contradict-
ing and different notions of culture, identity, politics, ethnicity and individ-
ity (Zienkowski 2011a: 23-63).

___All of these questions led me to ask according to what interpretive
logics interviewees mark their subjectivity in my interviews on political en-
f gagement. Within the context of this paper, I will focus on this last question
by means of a focus on their usage of metapragmatic markers. These lin-
guistic markers are used by language users to orient, to instruct, and to
guide each other throughout interpretive processes. They are useful entry-
points for an analysis of the interpretive frames, repertoires and/or logics
that are constitutive of the subjectivities and political engagements of my
respondents. These markers are key to an adequate understanding of the
way.political awareness functions. As such, this paper aims to contribute to
an empirical analysis of large-scale interpretive processes marked in dis-

2. INTERPRETING THE SELF
IN DISCOURSE ON POLITICAL ENGAGEMENT

 Concepts such as politics/, identity, integration, and assimilation perform
ey functions in the Flemish minority debates. They can be described in
terms of empty signifiers over which a struggle for hegemony is being
waged (Torfing 1999: 301-302; Laclau 1994). At the same time, we are
dealing with abstract categories that perform key functions in the value Sys-
tems of concrete individuals (Zienkowski 2011a: 425-426). The intellectu-
als and activists I talked to display a high degree of awareness with respect
to hegemonic uses of such notions in the Flemish public sphere. This
awareness is indexed at various points in their discourse, Below, I will first
clarify some key concepts used in this paper. These include metalinguistic
awareness, political engagement, and metapragmatics. Secondly, 1 will
demonstrate the close relationship between metalinguistic and metaprag-
matic awareness with reference to a discourse on ‘identity’ and ‘integra-
tion’ articulated by a Flemish / Moroccan youth worker critical of hege-
monic discourse on minorities in Flanders,

interview ? How do these people manage to trigger a subjective sense of co-
herence on my part? And how do they relate their various identities to the

1 The binary pair allochthons - autochthons is a peculiarity of Dutch discourses on
migration in Flanders and in the Netherlands. In mainstream political discourse,
the notion of autochthony refers to supposedly ethnic Flemish or Netherland cit-
izens who speak Dutch. The word ‘allochthon’ derives from the Greek words
‘allos” (i.e. other) and ‘chton’ (i.e. country, land or earth). In practice, this latter
notion is mainly used to designate lower class, ethnic and cultural minorities,
mostly Moroccan and Turkish Muslims who migrated to Belgium or to the
Netherlands. The allochthony ~ autochthony opposition is contested by most
minority activist since the label of allochthony refers to the second and third
generation of migrants as well as to the first.
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2.1 On metalinguistic and political awareness provided by Charles Morris and to the moge recent definition provided b
Jef Verschueren, Y
I already pointed out that my interviews focused on the political engage:
ment(s) of intellectuals and activists involved in the Flemish minority de-
bates. Their utterances and practices are considered to be political to the ex-
tent in which they attempt to challenge and/or rearticulate what they con-
sider to be hegemonic and problematic (discursive) practices in the public
sphere. Political engagement can therefore be defined as @ practice of dis:
cursively rearticulating social patterns in a public sphere by means of im-
agined collective action (cf, Zienkowski 2011a: 205). My respondents eq.
gage themselves in a variety of contexts (e.g. political parties, youth organi-
sations, pressure groups, ethnic and cultural organisations) and they may
deploy different interpretive frameworks, political theories (e.g. Marxist,
liberal, Foucaultian), and lived ideologies, but they have all voiced somie
kind of critique with respect to minority politics in Flanders on websites, in
newspapers, and at public lectures or debates.
In line with the Essex school of discourse theory (Laclau 2000: x-xi), I
favour a view that considers politics as an analytical category that desig-
nates those discursive practices, institutions and relations whose contingen-
cy is publicly challenged and rearticulated by vatious stakeholders. Of
course, the question remains exactly how the contingency of concrete prac-
tices and discourses can be highlighted. I will argue that an empirical anal:
ysis of the metalinguistic or metapragmatic dimension of political discourse
allows for an investigation of the various ways in which preferred modes of
self are linked to preferred modes of politics. Metapragmatic and metalin-
guistic markers allow interlocutors to identify patterns of coherence in their
subjectivities and in their political discourses.
It is not my intention to dwell on the historiography and intradiscipli-
nary tensions within the broad field of linguistic pragmatics. I subscribe to
the view of pragmatics as a perspective, attitude, or turn within linguistic ounds utterances and texts. Rather, context is interactively negotiated
approaches to communication. This perspective involves a turn towards a anguage users indicate to each other what aspects of contextual realit.
functional and interpretive approach to language use that transcends tradi- hould be taken into account in order to achieve a preferred mode of inter}-,
tional disciplinary boundaries. It is an aggregate concept that designates elation (Zienkowski 2011a: 182-87; Heritage/Clayman 2010: 21:
those ways of conceptualising language use that allow us to highlight the umperz 1982: 153; also cf. Porsché in this volume). Within s1llch 2;
process based nature of the intersubjective, contextual, functional and in- [amework, context is not a vague notion: “contextual interpretations ar
terpretive acts we perform when we talk and write (Zienkowski 2011a ’ : tively signalled and/or used, and it is this fact that makes them most u :
149-152). As such, I subscribe both to the early definition of pragmatics ful in linguistic analysis, because it is what makes them traceablsee’:

“By ‘pragmatics’ is designated the science of the relation of signs to their interpret-
ers: [...] Since most, if not all, signs have as their interpreters living organisms, it is
a sufficiently accurate characterization of pramatics to say that it deals with the bio-
tic aspects of semiosis, that is, with all the psychological, biological, and sociologi-
cal phenomena which occur in the functioning of signs.” (Morris 1938 cited in:
Verschueren 2009: 3)

“At the most elementary level, pragmatics can be defined as the study of language
use; or, to employ a somewhat more complicated phrasing, the study of linguistic
phenomena from Fhe point of view of their usage properties and processes.”
(Verschueren 1999: 1)

The interdisciplinary view of pragmatics as a perspective has been criti-
cised for being too broad. Even a proponent of this broad view such as
Verschueren acknowledges the validity of Davis’ concern that “the problem
with this broad view of pragmatics [as defined by Morris] is that it is too
inclusive to be of much use” since it “includes almost all human activity
from baseball to the stock market”. The ultimate implication being that “ali
of the human sciences become part of pragmatics” (Davis 1991 cited in:
Verschueren 2009: 14). Nevertheless, Verschueren does offer an altemativé

trict linguistic definitions of pragmatics or developing impossibly vague
efinitions that basically incorporate “as much social context as possible”

ath}ls blurring the boundaries between pragmatic and other (linguistic) disci-
plines (Mey 1999; 43).
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(Verschueren 1999: 11). The social and the mental worlds get activateq
through choice-making practices (Verschueren 1999: 83-87). We mark re].
evant aspects of context by means of contextualisation cues that point tg
spatial, temporal, social and/or (inter)textual coordinates of reality, Thegg
indexes may be linguistic or non-linguistic. In either case, they prompt lap.
guage users to engage in interpretive efforts whereby linguistic and nop.
linguistic aspects of reality are linked to each other (see also: Zienkowsk;
2011a: 429; Blommaert 2005: 251; Verschueren 1999: 77; Bauman/Briggs
1990: 68).

I will work with a notion of context that can be defined as the flexible
and temporal (result of a) discursive contextualization process that con.
tributes to interactional clarity and/or to the establishment of an imagined
common ground by means of indexical meaning generation. As such, I sub-
scribe to a pragmatic view on context as advocated by pragmatically orient.
ed authors such as Jan Blommaert, Jef Verschueren, James Collins, Monica
Heller, Ben Rampton, and Stef Slembrouck who do not refrain from using
notions such as power, ideology, or hegemony, but who use these notions
reflexively in dialogue with the empirical data at hand (cf. Blommaert et al.
2001, 2003; also cf. Souza in this volume). A study of the linguistic strafe-
gies used in order to communicate relevant contexts of interpretation:‘to
each other allows for an empirical analysis of large-scale interpretive logics
leaving traces at the micro-level of language use (Zienkowski 2011b: 7-8),
Markers of metapragmatic awareness perform a key function in this re-

notion of metapragmatics can also refer to a theoretical debate on pragmat-
ics defined as a scientific discipline or perspective — irrespective of the spe-
cific definition given to this discipline. In addition, it may refer to the con-

cle; 1 am concerned with metapragmatics in the sense of “the investigation
of that area of the speaker’s competence which reflects the judgments of
ppropriateness on one’s own and other people’s communicative behav-
our”. Caffi points out that “This metapragmatics deals with the ‘know-

s

ow’ regarding the control and planning of, as well as feedback on, the on-
| yiew on language use as “the adaptable and negotiable making of linguistic
hoices, both in production and in interpretation, from a variable (and con-
tantly varying) range of options in an interactive effort at generating mean-
ng” (Verschueren 2004: 57). This implies that the interpretations of actors
eed to be “part and parcel of what needs to be described and explained” in
ragmatic modes of discourse analysis (Verschueren 2004: 444-445),
Metapragmatics may be described as “the systematic study of the met-
evel, where indicators of reflexive awareness are to be found in the actual
hoice-making that constitutes language use, is the proper domain of what
is usually called metapragmatics” (Verschueren 1999: 188). Metapragmatic
awareness can be defined as a mental awareness of the way an aspect of
discourse is (or should be) used. Like any other reflexive process related to
language use, it may or may not be marked explicitly in discourse. Lastly,
metapragmatic markers are basically discursive (linguistic or non-
linguistic) items that mark mental awareness of the way an aspect of dis-
course is (or should be) used (Zienkowski 201 1a: 432). As such, they are
empirically observable indicators of discourse strategies, frames, reper-
toires, and large-scale interpretive logics deployed by language users.

Reflexive awareness and subjectivity can be marked in discourse by
linguistic forms that may be categorised as metapragmatic markers. These
markers are functional entities. There is a metapragmatic dimension to all
anguage use, but potential indicators include

spect.

’ The phenomena discussed under the header of metapragmatics
(Bublitz/Hubler 2007; Verschueren 2004; Caffi 1998) also figure in re-
search on metalinguistics (Jaworski et al. 2004). There is no consensus with
respect to the delineation of these terms. In this paper, I will follow Blom-
maert who points out that

“every discourse simultaneously says something in itself (e.g. it describes a particu-
lar state of affairs ‘out there’) and about itself, about how that discourse should be
interpreted, situated in relation to context, social relations, and so on. Such indexical
levels can also be called ‘metalinguistic’ (i.e. about linguistic structure) or ‘meta-
pragmatic’ (i.e. about forms of usage of language).” (Blommaert 2005: 253) all of Jakobson's ‘shifters’, Gumperz's ‘contextualization cues’ (such as instances
f code switching), anything ever discussed under the labels ‘discourse markers /

atticles’ or ‘pragmatic markers / particles’ (such as anyway, actually, undoubtedly,
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I guess, you know, etc), ‘sentence adverbs’ (such as frankly, regrettably), hedges
(such as sort of, in a sense), instances of ‘mention’ vs ‘use’ (again as already sug-
gested in Jakobson), as well as direct quotations, reported speech, and more implicit-
ly embedded ‘voices.’” [emphasis in the originall (Verschueren 2004: 446)

It is impossible to achieve either full explicitness or full implicitness
(Verschueren 1999: 26-36). Metapragmatic performances also serve as a
means of commenting on and interfering with ongoing discourse or text
(Bublitz/Hiibler 2007: 6). As such, these performances are fundamental to
the articulation of social and textual critique. Even though we have no di-
rect access to our own awareness or to the awareness of others, we do have
access to a language that may indicate relevant aspects of our own aware-
ness of the discursive processes we are involved in, as well as one’s subjec-
tive stance towards a multiplicity of social and discursive phenomena artic-
ulated in discourse. As such, metapragmatic markers allow for an empirical

analysis of both subjectivity and critique. In fact, the process of I'legot'iating
relevant context lies at the heart of political debate defined as a dialogic and
intertextual network in which a variety of subject positions are activated in
a political struggle over the meaning of empty signifiers that supposedly
define identities, policy domains, political practices, norms, values, or any

other aspect of discursive reality (Zienkowski 2011a: 429).

A pragmatic approach to the self, to politics and to subjectivity aﬂosz
for an investigation of the way subjects relate themselves to the soc1?—
political dimensions of their contextual realities. Since metaprag.mfmc
awareness involves an awareness of the way people use language, .1t. isva
precondition for the discursive articulation of socio-political c.r1t1q1.16.
Moreover, metapragmatic awareness allows language users to identify
(in)coherent patterns in the subjectivities and discourses of self and other.
These principles will be exemplified with reference to interviews conducted
with intellectuals and activists involved in the Flemish minority debates.
These examples will illustrate why preferred modes of politics are linked to

preferred modes of subjectivity.

However one may define subjectivity, it involves at least some degree
of awareness with respect to oneself and with respect to the multiplicity .of
voices and meanings that may potentially be inferred from texts and dis-
courses. Analysing subjectivities involves analyzing a multiplicity of pote?n-
tially contradicting identities and meanings within more or less coherent in-
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dividuals, groups, and discourses. The notion of subjectivity allows one to
think of the self in terms of an exercise in balancing on the edge between
coherence and a multiple personality disorder. As such, Donald E. Hall
points out that “We may have numerous discrete identities of race, class,
gender, sexual orientation, etc ... and a subjectivity that is comprised of all
of those facets, as well as our own imperfect awareness of our selves” (Hall
2004: 134).

There are many perspectives that take the multiplicity of subjectivity in-
to account: “[...] you may have heard of the Lacanian theory of the split
subject according to which we cannot speak without letting the Other speak
with us, you may have heard of Erving Goffman who suggested that rather
than being one single source, the actor be divided into at least three differ-
ent instances: author, principal and animator” (Angermiiller 2008: 6). Nev-
ertheless, the multiplicity of voices and meanings that may potentially be
inferred from texts is limited by the operation of various interpretive rules
that are triggered when we are confronted with various types of discursive
markers.

Whenever I will talk about the self in the remainder of this article, I will
consider the self in terms of a reification of the various processes that allow
an individual to reflectively position itself as a more or less coherent whole
with respect to the various spatial, temporal, social, and (inter)textual co-
ordinates of contextual reality (Zienkowski 2011a: 434). Such a concept of
selthood can only be established when it is possible to identify large-scale
interpretive logics that structure one’s metapragmatic awareness of the var-
ious contexts through which one moves,

I use this definition in order to distinguish between specific identities,
toles, and/or subject positions activated throughout my interviews on the
one hand, and the more or less coherent and continuous sense of self that is
being narrated throughout the interaction and which may provide con-
sistency for self-experience beyond this particular language game. The fact
that the terminology of the social sciences frequently overlaps with the ter-
minology of (minority) politics, should not obscure the fact that the various
actors involved in the debate may hold very different views on what ab-
stract notions such as self and identity actually mean. In fact, most of my
Interviewees have pointed out that a struggle for a preferred meaning of

these terms constitutes a major focal point in their socio-political engage-
ments,
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2.2 Najim Einauan on identity and integration ticians whq presugpose that tl'le participation of a group of. a?loc.hthon
youngsiers in a mainstream Chiro group would lead to an assimilation of
these youngsters into an unchanging Chiro group identity. To Najim, this is
absurd, since we are dealing with two groups with different sub-cultural
tastes that are linked to variants in youth culture. He also emphasised that
minorities have a right to establish their own organisations. In this sense,
the argument of locking oneself away in one’s identity might as well be di-
rected at organisations of homosexual, lesbian, and bisexual people, which
is absurd to Najim.

The close link between metapragmatic and political awareness can be ex-
emplified with reference to an interview conc.iflcted with youty worker
Najim Einauan. At the time of our interview, Najim was engaged in an um-
brella organisation of youth organisations called PAJ (Pla.tf0@ Allochtone
Jeugdwerkingen, i.e. Platform Allochthon Youth Orgamsatlons), He de:
scribed his engagement for PAJ as a practice of (wading th.rc')ugh piles of
prejudices) i a Flanders that is (faced with an identity crisis). Below, I
shall use the symbols ( and ) in order to illustrate that the w.ords used are
literally the same words as those used by my interviewees. D1fferent uSE'lge
of similar abstract categories such as {identity) necessitates the introduction
of a visual contextualisation cue that highlights when and where the word-
ings of researcher and respondent overlap. ‘
The excerpts below are useful for a number of reasons. F‘II'S'.[ of all, they
exemplify that metapragmatic markers allow for a diffe'rentlanon‘ b'etwe‘en
various modes of interpretation. In turn, this allows subjects to distinguish
between their own political standpoints and those of others. .Secondly, tl.xe
examples demonstrate that metapragmatic markers are t?spec1a11y u'seful in
order to differentiate various usages of abstract categories such 'as integra-
tion or identity. Thirdly, metapragmatic markers can be us'ed in order t‘o
categorise the multiplicity of voices that constitute t‘he public debate. This
implies that they perform a key function in the pursuit of a more or less co-
herent world-view and sense of self. A
Before we move on to discuss some of Najim’s statements in detail, it is
important to point out that he subscribed to my a.nalys.es. Nevejrtheless, a
few years after our interview was conducted, he was quite surpnsc?q by tlr;c1
sharpness of his original statements. Because he was not very farTnhar wi
interviews at the time, he asked me to nuance his statements. H1s remarkls
with respect to Scouts and Chiro® were first and foremost a reaction to poli-

Both the original excerpt and Najim’s comments a few years later illus-
trate the extent to which respondents may be aware of the problematic ways
in- which notions such as (identity) may be used by themselves as well as by
socio-political opponents. Najim’s remarks with respect to the discourse of
his opponents exemplify how metapragmatic awareness is constitutive of
political awareness. All forms of critique imply an awareness of the way
meanings are generated through discourse,

Interview excerpt 1: Najim Einauan 03/07/2008

NE: My job and the job of all of my colleagues consist in uhm ... wading through
piles of prejudices and trying to make something out of it nevertheless
(laughs). ‘
mmh

: Thear from uhm policy makers, and from journalists, and from politicians like
“Allochthon youth work, come on, what is that good for? You lock yourselves
away in your own identity. Why don’t you just join Scouts and Chiro?”
mmh

. Then I think like, “come on man, wake up (laughs), they are not welcome over
there, it is not adapted to them ... . It's, it’s an evolution.” So, as far as the top-
ic of integration is concerned, ... I think Flanders is faced with an identity cri-
sis.

JZ: mmh (this interaction continues in the excerpt below)

2 Youth organisations are increasingly popular in Belgium compared to most oth-
er Buropean countries. Chiro was the biggest organisations in 2008 and counted
almost 80 000 members. In 2009 there were 95 000 members and 15 000 lead-
ers. Scouts en Gidsen Viaanderen (Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts Flanders) count-
ed almost 75 000 members in 2008. In 2009 they still counted 75 000 memt?ers
and 13 000 leaders. Scouting and Chiro are the most popular youth organisa:

In the excerpt above, Najim rearticulates the voices of (policy makers),
(journalists), and (politicians) who question what (allochthon youth work)

tions in Belgium. However, research from 2010 shows that the members pre-
dominantly belong to white middle class families.
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is (good for). The excerpt contains various markers of metapr.agmati.c
awareness: discourse markers; direct reported speech; metapragmatic ql,‘1a11_
fications; shifts in prosody; and laughter. These markers perfor‘m various
functions but together, they allow Najim to rearticulate some basic features
ish identity debates as he interprets it.

i ttll\?a_l;lrintlllses direct};eported speech3 (see Holt 2009; .Cou'lmas 1?198: 778j
779) in order to rearticulate arguments against ?n orgamsatlo’n suc ‘as PAJ :
(You lock yourselves away in your own identity. Why don’t you just join
the Scouts and the Chiro?) (see Debusscher 2010; De peulaer 2009;
Baumers 2008). He also articulates his response to suc.h .VOICGSI {come on
man, wake up, (laughs) they are not welcome there, it 1§ not. a(‘iapte?d to
them ...). Through subtle shifts in prosody and tempo, Napr.n d1stn.1gu1shes
between his own voice and the voices of (policy makers), {journalists) .":md
{politicians). In the excerpts above and below, I}la\’le marked the points
where such shifts occur with quotation marks. Najim’s lal?ghter a.nd‘ meta:
pragmatic comments (come on man, wake up (laughs)) achieve a similar ef-
fect. o
The distinction between both types of voices is not mere.ly conv.ersa-
tional. The rearticulated dialogue allows Najim to contfixtua'hse the inter-
view discourse within a large-scale political deba'té 9n (identity). He coun-
ters reproaches on the part of (journalists), {politicians), and. <pohh<?y ma-
kers) with respect to allochthons locking themselves away in their own

(identity) by claiming that (non-allochthon) Flanders is faced with an {iden-
tity crisis) itself. According to Najim, this (crisis) is fundamentally linked
to (the topic of integration). Put differently, by emphasising the topical co-
herence of the debate as being about (integration) as well as about (identi-
ty), Najim is able to criticise the interpretive logic leading to a criticism of
so-called allochthon organisations such as PAJ.

In the excerpt below, we are still discussing Najim’s engagement as a
practice of wading through prejudices in a Flanders with an identity crisis.
Here, Najim frames the problem as follows: {one is faced with a schizo-
phrenic phenomenon over here) in the sense that (one says like we “want to
stimulate integration”, but one wants assimilation). According to Najim,
(allochthons who are incited to integrate themselves) are presented with a
(totally unrealistic) (image). Contrary to this image, someone who follows
(an inburgering éourse),4 who (speaks Dutch fluent), or who is (active in an
association) and (friendly to his neighbours), will still have no guarantee of
not being (discriminated). Note that the demands made of {allochthons) or
{inburgeraars) are framed dialogically in terms of direct reported speech.

Interview excerpt 2 Najim Einauan 03/07/2008

NE: (this interaction is a continuation of the excerpt above) One is faced with a -
schizophrenic phenomenon over here. One says like “we want to stimulate in-
tegration”, but one wants assimilation.

mmh

: One calls it integration, but the measures one proposes are assimilation, ... .

The image one presents new inburgeraars and allochthons who are incited to
integrate themselves is totally unrealistic.

3 The term reported speech is used to refer to the presentation of discourse thz'it
purports to be from a prior occasion, and may originate from another. autt?or. Dl‘;
rect reported speech occurs when someone refers to another.speech situation anh
(claims to) convey(s) the original speaker’s exact words. Plrect reported s;?eec
implies the articulation of two deictic centres or perspelcn\{es - .that .of the 1nt;;—
action one refers to and that of the ongoing communicative situation (e.g. He
looked at her furiously and said ‘Why can’t you stop it? Really! Why do you go
on with this comedy). Indirect reported speech has only one deictic centres: thz:
of the communicative situation. The point of view of the reported utterance at}ll
the report is the same (e.g. He looked ar her furiously and ask‘ed‘her why's Z
could not stop it, and why she continued with the comedy). Quas.l (.hrect reportcz0
speech implies reference to two deictic centres without an e?(phmt ref)ez:/zcedid ”
another speaker or speech event (e.g. Why couldn’t she stop it? Really! Why ’

4 The Dutch notion of ‘inburgering’ is particular to Flemish and Dutch discourses
k on diversity and migration. It is a nominalisation of the process verb ‘in-
burgeren’. The noun ‘burger’ means citizen. The notion of ‘inburgering’ refers
to a metaphorical movement from a status of non-citizenship into a mode of citi-
zenship. It is a frequently used politically correct notion within the context of
discourses of ‘integration’. As such, it is frequently used as a synonym for the
concept of integration when emphasis is being put on the efforts that are being
asked of individual immigrants to adapt themselves to supposedly hegemonic
‘norms and values’ in Flanders and Belgium. Governmental institutions in Flan-

dy?) ders provide courses for immigrants in order to achieve this effect.
she go on with this comedy?).
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ysis wherein he metapragmatically comments upon (pars pro toto) or meto-
nymic language use (see Panther/Radden 2005; Geeraerts 1998: 586-587;
Chantrill/Scott Mio 1996) with respect to (identity) and Islamic identity
markers.

JZ: mmh
NE: If you simply take a look at what’s going on in society. The image of public
opinion, ... “you come to Belgium, ... you learn Dutch, ... you follow an in-
burgering course, and all doors will be opened to you, you will be equal, you
will have all the opportunities your fellow country men already have, here in
Belgium ...”. It isn’t like this ... . Of course, it’s good that one is inburgering
eh (laughs). I don’t have a problem with this, but we shouldn’t pretend as if
someone who is following an inburgering course, or who is pushing his kids to

Interview excerpt 3: Najim Einauan 03/07/2008

NE: You should take a look at the news ... a Muslim man eh ... . One has invented

. o . a whole new vocabulary. One takes the predicate Muslim and then one takes a
follow a nice education, or who speaks Dutch fluent and is active in an associ-

ation, or friendly to his neighbours, pays his taxes in time, and puts out the
garbage at the right time, ... that he will not be discriminated (laughs), ...

common Flemish word one attaches it to. Sometimes, just for fun, I am making
some up myself eh, a Muslim pet eh, you can combine it with anything ... . A
Muslim man, ... it’ s really just sad, it is sad through and through ... . Imagine

JZ:  yes yes 1 addressed by th that one would talk about a Christian country in other countries (laughs), in
. 1 n - )
NE: or that he, eh, that he will not be addressed ubm, f‘ee acdresse .y ese nege East Africa eh, that makes one think about (laughs) the crusades ... . A Mus-
tive stories, and by the entire perception about this, ... . So, I think that Flan-

lim woman, ... a Muslim restaurant, 2 Muslim kitchen, a Muslim trip, a Mus-
ders has to look at itself in the mirror ... . lim home, a Muslim organisation. I say, the sky is the limit. A Muslim head-
scarf. You can combine it with anything, and each time one zooms in on it, fo-
cusing on it,

JZ: mmh

NE: and one reduces, eh, what is it called again ... a pars pro toto eh. One reduces a
person to the headscatf, or to a little piece of his identity that makes him, ...
uhm, that makes him a Muslim. As if uhm, one would constantly address eve-
rybody I know who has been raised in the Christian tradition, or who is even
partially practicing, on the basis of his Christian or Catholic identity. Uhm, ...
or as if one would address women continually on the basis of their gender eh,

In the last line of the excerpt above, Najim stated that (Flanders has to look
at itself in the mirror). In subsequent turns, he explains that this crisis in-
volves a non-recognition of the ethnically heterogeneous image of the con-
temporary Flemish public sphere. His point is that the reproach of locking
oneself away in one’s identity might as well be directed at Flemish autoch-
thons. A (Flanders) that looks (at itself in the mirror) would consist of au-
tochthons who recognize the heterogeneity of the public sphere and who
denounce a (romanticised or idealised image one has about oneself) and
(about the Fleming) or (Belgian). ‘

Metapragmatic awareness does not merely pertain to abstract categories
such as (identity) or (integration). A little bit further down the interview,
Najim and T started to discuss the topic of ‘terminology and knowledge
about Islam in the Flemish media’. Within this context, Najim advised me
to (take a look at the news) and pointed out that (one has invented a whole
new vocabulary) by taking (the predicate Muslim) and attaching it to (a
common Flemish word). This (sad) phenomenon ultimately functions by
means of a (pars pro toto) reasoning: (one reduces a person to the head-
scarf, or to a piece of his identity that makes him) (a Muslim), (as ify {one
would constantly address) {everyone) (raised within the Christian tradition
or who is only partially practicing) {(on the basis of his Christian or Catholic
identity). He thus proves to be engaged in a critical form of discourse anal-

or holebi’s on the basis of their orientation. So, it’s, it's, it’s simply absurd, but
apparently, it’s a sign of our times ... .

When Najim Einauan describes his engagement for the umbrella of alloch-
thon youth organisations PAJ as a practice of (wading through piles of
prejudices), it is important to realise that an awareness of these prejudices
arises out of a metapragmatic evaluation of dominant discourses. More spe-
cifically, it involves a mode of critique in which dominant usage of ethnic,
religious, and other abstract categories are linked to an analysis of unequal
socio-political relationships. For this reason, metapragmatic awareness and
political awareness are closely intertwined.
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3. LARGE-SCALE INTERPRETIVE LOGICS
CONSTITUTIVE FOR THE SELF

Changes in prosody, hedges, boosters, contextualisation cues, and other
markers of metapragmatic awareness may sensitise us to the various voiceg
to which an individual orients his or her subjectivity while talking about
politics. But if we are to study the selves of interviewees and if we are to
move beyond a study of highly contextualised identities, we need to answer

the question how large-scale interpretations can be marked in discourse.

Notions such as frame, narrative, or interpretive repertoire may do the
trick, but within the context of this article, I prefer to build upon the con-
cept of logic as developed by Glynos and Howarth, Whereas frames, narra-

tives, and /or interpretive repertoires are usually deployed by individuals,

the notion of logic allows us to talk about the logic of a system, of a dis-
course, as well as of an individual or group. For instance, Howarth and
Glynos point out that one might describe the “logic of the market” through
a description of a set of subject positions (e.g. buyers and sellers); objects
(e.g. commodities and means of exchange), and a system of relations that
articulates objects and subjects with one another (e.g. a well functioning le-

gal system). The notion of logic captures the conditions that make the con-
tinued operation of these practices, discourses, and subject positions possi-
ble (Glynos/Howarth 2007: 136).

Even though T think this is a useful way to analyse social processes,
some caveats need to be made. Researchers are not the only subjects ana-
lysing the logics of their socio-political contexts. For instance, interviewer
and interviewee co-construct a discourse through which they may articulate
a critical stance towards socio-political processes and entities. Respondents

may use various metapragmatic strategies in order to distinguish between

what they consider to be legitimate and illegitimate discourses, subjectivi-
ties, organisations, and practices. This implies that one may criticise the
logic of the capitalist system but that one cannot claim that this person de-
ploys a capitalist logic. We need to distinguish between the logics external-
ised and criticised by actors on the one hand, and the logics that make up
their preferred sense of self and subjectivity on the other hand.

It is quite difficult to distinguish between the self-interpretations of in-
dividuals and the social logics they may observe in reality. I therefore pre-
fer to focus on the interpretive logics that positively or negatively define the
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sense of self and the sense of others (re)articulated by my respondents.
Such interpretive logics also structure prefetred and disavowed modes of
politics within the context of my interviews. The identification of processes
in large-scale socio-political debates thus boils down to the question how
an individual may articulate his or her sense of self in relation to the public
debate. I will define the concept of logic as follows:

Logics are large-scale interpretive patterns informing a preferred mode of
subjectivity. They are particular interpretive configurations of functional
relationships between subject positions, statements, practices, (sub)topics,
or any other aspects relevant to an understanding of self and other. In or-
der to identify and name such logics, one needs to go through the self-
interpretations of subjects which are marked metapragmatically in dis-
course. (cf. Zienkowski 2011a: 333)

In order to demonstrate how such large-scale interpretive logics may be
identified and operate, I will refer to the case of Nadia Babazia
(Zienkowski 2011a: 371-377, 383-384). Almost all of my interviewees im-
plicitly or explicitly framed the development of their political awareness or
engagement in terms of a reaction against interpellations and interactions
that did not confirm to their preferred sense of self and/or politics. This in-
volves a metapragmatic interpretation of specific speech events, speech
acts, and language games (Zienkowski 2011a: 369),

It should also be noted that feelings of misrecognition often occur
where contextual frameworks clash. Individuals switch between subject po-
sitions as they highlight different aspects of contextual reality. As such,
they may identify themselves with particular ethnic, cultural, religious and
for political subject positions when discussing a particular topic. However,
if interlocutors misrecognise subject positions relevant to the utterance of
particular statements, this often triggers an emotional response. Interlocu-
tors who are able to frame these responses by means of a metapragmatic
analysis of the speech event, are able to politicise the interaction itself
(Zienkowski 2011a: 369). This is what happens in my interview with Nadia
Babazia.
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3.1 Being a bridge for others: a logic of rapprochement

At the time of our interview, Nadia was involved in an organisation called
SAMYV (Support Centre for Allochthon Girls and Women). On a practical
level, SAMV organised workshops, protest actions, and debates. The or-
ganisation sought to inform women of their rights and possibilities in socie-
ty. After a while, SAMYV also started to work with allochthon youngsters,
including boys, in 2004. It developed educative games about sexuality, role
patterns and relationships. Another project involved a play based on wom-
en’s stories about sexuality, forced marriages, divorce, virginity, and Islam,
As such, the organisation aimed to stimulate what it calls “the internal de-
bate” within the so-called allochthon communities. This debate involves a
discussion of topics such as partner choice, marital migration, inter-
religious relationships, and homosexuality. Later on, the organisation
would change its name to Ella, a name change that was informed by the
following considerations:

“Whereas during the first five years, SAMV focused mostly on individual empow-
erment of allochthon women by means of various methods and courses, from 2006
on, SAMYV developed a new track. Because, with respect to sensitive gender issues,
‘taboo themes’, and traditions that obstruct or hinder individual emancipation, the
individual and communal levels are fundamentally intertwined. It is difficult to
break certain taboos on your own, if there is no support within the community. We
therefore never suggest only one solution or model. Rather, we want to stimulate
people to think independently, to be critical with respect to common opinions / con-
victions within one’s own community, and to make their own choices.” (Bouzarmat
2010)

Within the context of our interview, Nadia Babazia discussed her (job) at
SAMYV in terms of an (engagement) with and within {the internal debate).
As such, SAMV constituted one of three different (worlds) through which
she travels. In addition to SAMV, these worlds include a (Flemish), (Bel-
gian), (white) (environment) and an (environment) provided by her (fami-
ly). These spatial metaphors are used in order to distinguish metapragmati-
cally between three types of interpellations that are characteristic of three
sets of speech events in which other interpretive logics are deployed.
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At the very end of our interview, Nadia remarked that she thought the
interview was (kind of interesting) and that she did not know (what to ex-
pect) when we made our appointment. This made me wonder what she did
expect. She explained that she and her SAMV colleagues are frequently in-
vited to interviews of all sorts.

Interview excerpt 4: Nadia Babazia 11/06/2008

NB: all sorts, yes, and sometimes it’s rather ... well yes ... sometimes, sometimes
you do get tired of always explaining this. And I liked it like right now, that it
wasn’t just about this aspect. Well, it went a step further, like well, “Why do
you engage yourself?”, so you don’t have to talk that much, well, you do have
to talk about yourself of course, but not ... well, I don't know, the basics, the
basic identity ...

JZ: Whatdo yoﬁ consider to be basic?

NB: well, ... I don't know, like “Do you feel Moroccan or Belgian?”’, and “How
about you being a Muslim”, you know ... . And you can really get quite ex-
hausted after such a conversation. It’s like “shit, yes, uhm how does this work
again”, and you think like “shit, that’s not what I am working on at all”, or
“this is what I am working on”, and that’s so, ... well, sometimes, very ex-
hausting, and then you’re like ... “should I still do this sort of thing?”

The excerpt above shows that Nadia prefers interviews in which the (basic)
(identity) questions do not have to be answered. She explains how ques-
tions asked by interviewers such as (“Do you feel Moroccan or Belgian™)
are (exhausting) to her. She was interested by the fact that I (went a step
further) by asking her (“Why do you engage yourself?”). This still meant
that she (had to talk about) herself but presuppositions with respect to what
she considered to be the (basics) of (identity) formation were left to func-
tion in the background of our interview. In order to understand this prefer-
ence, we need to take a look at the interpretive logics that Nadia deploys in
making sense of her socio-political engagement.

Nadia’s preferred mode of subjectivity is characterised by what one
may call a spatial logic of rapprochement. She uses a lot of spatial meta-
phors to distinguish between the various contexts or (worlds) in which she
moves. This logic allows her to switch between the environments of
SAMYV, of her family, and of the Flemish public sphere while maintaining a
high degree of interpretive coherence. Spatial metaphors perform an im-
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portant function in this respect. Nadia explains how she would like to be a
(bridge for others), connecting the interactional settings that make up her
social reality. She also emphasises the difficulty of drawing (a line) be-
tween her self and her job. Moreover, she looks for a (road) between a {Mo-
roccan) and a (Belgian) way of being. The interpretations associated with

her usage of these metaphors inform her preferred mode of (engagement) ag
well as her description of her three (worlds).

Nadia characterises the three (worlds) or environments in which she
moves with reference to three types of language games and with reference
to different definitions of (emancipation) - a key concept constitutive of her

preferred mode of political engagement. First of all, there is the SAMYV en-

vironment. Nadia explained to me that she grew up in a provincial town in

Flanders which she considered to constitute (a very Belgian environment),
her family being (practically the only Moroccan family over there). At the
age of (fifteen) and (sixteen) her friends started going out. At that point, (all
sorts) of normative (differences) emerged with respect to a differential
treatment of (boys) and (girls). In order to come up with (arguments) for the
(conversations) she had with her (father), she started reading authors such
as (Fatima Mernissi), a well-known Islamic feminist sociologist.” After
having explained this, she explains why her job is so important to her,

Interview excerpt 5: Nadia Babazia 11/06/2008

NB: [...] And I still feel this today, in my job, that you ... you're very much in-
volved, also because it’s about yourself ... . Well, we work with allochthon
women, and it’s about emancipation and that sort of stuff, but ... . Well, partly
it’s also about ourselves, and sometimes it’s rather difficult to draw the line
like “this is just my job” ... . It’s very close to uhm ... one another. But that’s
also what’s so nice about it, T don’t want something that’s simply ..., well
without engagement, or about a theme that does not really uhm ...

JZ:  touch you (this interaction continues in the excerpt below)

NB: No, [...]

5 Fatima Mernissi is a Moroccan sociologist. She is also a well-known Islamic
feminist who argues that the Koran does not justify an unequal treatment of men
and women. Her publications can be found at the website: http://www.merni
ssi.net/ .
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In the excerpt above, Nadia explains that it is (rather difficult to draw) a
(liney between her (job) and her self. Even though the focus of SAMV is
oriented towards the (emancipation) of (allochthon women), the job and
Nadia’s sense of self are closely intertwined. Her (engagement) for this
emancipatory organisation is framed as a project that relates to her self. The
themes that are being dealt with within SAMV are {(close) to her skin. Her

(job) and her self are {very close) (to one another). This is why the border

between her sense of self and the activities she is involved in is hard to

draw.

Nadia explained that she recently did an apprenticeship for the Flemish
soap opera called (Thuis) (English: Home) broadcasted by the Flemish pub-
lic broadcasting company called VRT. Within this (white environment),
Nadia is (again confronted with questions) that neither confirm to her pre-
ferred mode of (engagement), nor with her preferred sense of self. The ex-
cerpt below clarifies the fact that SAMV has (passed this stage). Even
though this organisation focuses on emancipation, questions about {girls),
(the headscarf), and the (Ramadan) are not asked (for days). These are the
(basic identity questions) that exhaust Nadia so much. Note that Nadia
sighs when discussing these questions. Her (personal engagement) within
the (white environment) of the VRT (was not deep enough) to accept the
(full-time) job she was offered there after her apprenticeship. Her {themes)
- which are the themes being dealt with by SAMV - the issues related to
the (internal debate) — required more attention.

Interview excerpt 6: Nadia Babazia 11/06/2008

NB: [...]Iwas at Thuis, ... the soap, and yes, that was a lot of fun, but still, within
this white environment, you are once again confronted with all these questions
(sighs), “Well, what about this Ramadan?”, and “Girls?”, and “Did you ever
have to wear a headscarf?”. So you get all these questions once again. And
well, within the Support Centre, we have really passed this stage. Well, we
simply do our jobs, I don’t get this sort of questions for days and ves, ... . It
implied a lot less engagement with respect to content, it was kind of, I did like
it, ... but that personal engagement was not deep enough in order to ... . I was
offered a full-time, but (sighs), I was like, “I am not ready at the Support Cen-
ter yet, I still want to ... work about these themes”. And I still would like to
work in the media, but yes, ... on my themes, not merely, ... .
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In addition to the SAMV and (Flemish) environments, Nadia discussed her
family (environment). The (little world) of {the Support Centre) sometimes
(clashes) with the realities of her (community) and family contexts. Note
that at SAMYV there is agreement on the importance of (emancipation),
Nevertheless, the (clash) with other contexts, forces Nadia to ask her self
(how to give meaning to) her (emancipation) {on a personal level). As we
will see, different ideas concerning the meaning of (emancipation) are
among the most distinguishing features between these environments that
(sometimes) (clash) metaphorically.

Interview excerpt 7: Nadia Babazia 11/06/2008

NB: On the Support Centre we are like “yes, we have to stimulate the internal de-
bate about role patterns, we have to stimulate it, men and women, and”, well,
you know the theoretical ideas about that ... . But in the evening you go home,
and, and, I have a husband at home (laughs), and, and it’s not ... well, it clash-
es at times. Sometimes you can, well, you are within your own little world, and
then you are confronted sometimes, often, with well, “what is it really like in
the community” ... . You know what I mean? Sometimes we can go on a
weekend with the entire general assembly of the Support Centre, and then we
are all like “we want this and that, and this and that”, after that, everyone
comes home, ... and, and you too, have to manage, how to give meaning to
your emancipation.

JZ: On apersonal level?

NB: On a personal level, yes, ... . And sometimes, ... well, sometimes, this is how
1, with respect to my environment eh, how I deal with it ... . I don’t know if
this is a complete answer to

JZ: yes yes, but

NB: yeah, sometimes it can kind of clash.

At the beginning of this analysis, I pointed out that Nadia’s preferred sense
of self is frequently articulated by means of spatial metaphors as well. This
can be exemplified with reference to the excerpt below. She explains that
she wants to be (a bridge to others). She does not want {to separate) from
her (community) even though her social {trajectory went reasonably well).

She values the (connection) she can make between the different (worlds) in
which she moves,
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Interview excerpt 8: Nadia Babazia 11/06/2008

NB: [...]it’s fun to work on ... on such themes uhm ... . Because I feel like it’s not

because I ... my trajectory went reasonably well, that I don’t want to be ... a
bridge to others or, I don’t know. Well, somehow, I consider this to be my re-
sponsibility ...

j7:  And where do you think this comes from?

NB: Well, I don't know, it’s, it's, well, ... its a feeling, I don’t know, It’s a feeling
I have, like ... “it is sort of my community ... I don’t want to separate from it”,
or something. I do want to be able to do my own thing. And, ... probably, ... I
don’t know what the Moroccan community, ... well, some will agree with
some things and others won’t, but I, ... I do think it’s important to ... have a
connection with it, and if possible, to bring a positive energy, ...

JZ: init

NB: into it (laughs), yes, and especially with regard to youngsters.

The operation of a spatial logic of rapprochement should be clear at this
point. It informs Nadia’s preferred mode of engagement as well as her pre-
ferred mode of subjectivity. Nevertheless, it should be emphasised that
there are other logics to be identified as well.

3.2 Logics of enunciation

A closer analysis of the SAMV (environment), the family (environment)
that is partially located in the (internal debate), and the (white), (Flemish),
and (Belgian) (environment), shows that these (worlds) are characterized by
different enunciative logics according to which the notion of (emancipati-
on) gathers very different meanings.

Interview excerpt 9: Nadia Babazia 11/06/2008

NB: [...] ButI do think that uhm, ... because I have been raised in a very Flemish
environment ... and uhm ... well for instance, my physician can really say to
me like, ... because I still go to my physician in Wuustwezel, ... like uhm
“well, I really think it’s nice what you’re doing, you can play a very important
role within your community”, but ... in such a paternalistic, mothering way ...
. Whereas I don’t want to, well, I do want to play a role for my community, but
not in the way she means it ... . She has like this image of women like “those
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women are being repressed”, and yes, ... you know, as if you ... as if you are row definitions of concepts such as (engagement), (emancipation), and
(participation). One might say that questions and statements about Nadia’s
identity and engagement in (white) and (Flemish) environments are charac-
terised by a monosemic logic of enunciation.

The enunciative logic informing the dominant mode of discourse in a
particular context also informs the prevailing interpellations and forms of
address. An individual’s ability to identify large-scale enunciative strategies
by means of metapragmatic language use correlates with his or her aware-
ness of a preferred mode of interaction, politics, and self. Nadia Babazia is
quite aware of the fact that the political tensions between individuals and
organisations in the public sphere are to a large extent informed by different
interpretations of the categories that give meaning to her preferred mode of
engagement and subjectivity.

liberating them or something, whereas I ... . Well, I do not consider this to be
my role. T do not want to deal with my community in this way, ... . They give
another meaning to it ... .
JZ: Yes
NB: I think they may all be quite enthusiastic about uhm, about what I'm doing eh,
but I think they give it another meaning ... .

The excerpt above indicates that people in Nadia Babazia’s (Flemish envi-
ronment) tend to give another meaning to her engagement in SAMY then
the one she prefers. Even though people such as her {physician) in Wuust-
wezel may be (enthusiastic) about the (role) she plays with respect to her
(community), Nadia suspects they interpret this (role) in a rather (paternal-
istic) or (mothering) way. She does not consider it to be her {(role) to Iiber-
ate (women) in this particular way. Her preferred mode of engagement and
emancipation is informed by a refusal to define these notions for others;
Even within her own family context, she wonders (how to give meaning) to
her {emancipation).

One might say that there are two different interpretive logics informing
the discourse of her (white) and (Flemish) world on the one hand, and the
logic of SAMV on the other. There is a polysemic enunciative logic that is
part of her preferred mode of (engagement). Nadia refuses to define (eman-
cipation) and (participation) on behalf of others. It should be noted that
these logics are not simply individual concepts. For instance, this polysemic
logic can also be observed in the speech given at the name change from
SAMYV to Ella; “It is difficult to break certain taboos on your own, if there
is no support within the community. We therefore never suggest only one
solution or model. Rather, we want to stimulate people to think inde-
pendently, to be critical with respect to common opinions / convictions
within one’s own community, and to make their own choices.” (Bouzarmat
2010)

Elsewhere, Nadia Babazia argues that SAMYV and the (younger generd-
tion) of (feminists) refuse to do so as well. The logic informing her ap-
proach to minority and gender related themes is quite different from the
logic informing the discourse of her physician and her co-workers at the
VRT. The physician’s (paternalistic) and (mothering) comments about Na-
dia’s engagement, and the (questions) asked at the VRT involve rather nat-

4. CONCLUSIONS: INTERPRETIVE LOGICS AND
THE METAPRAGMATICS OF IDENTITY

_ Faced with complex discourses on social and political engagement one
needs to distinguish between the interpretations externalised and criticised
_ by actors on the one hand, and those interpretations that make up their pre-
ferred sense of self and subjectivity on the other hand. The notion of inter-
_ pretive logics that are marked metapragmatically in discourse allows us to
do' this. Metapragmatic and political awareness are closely intertwined.
This was exemplified extensively with reference to the case of Najim
_ Einauvan’s discourse on identity and integration. The subjective sense of
_ coherence one experiences in many large-scale interactions such as extend-
ed conversations or in-depth interviews emerges through manifold markers
_ which are linked through a set of family resemblances. For instance, the
‘ many spatial metaphors deployed by Nadia Babazia were used in order to
haracterise a whole set of discourses and voices in the public sphere that
re to be distinguished from her preferred mode of self and engagement.
Every socio-political discourse is characterised by a set of interpretive
ogics. For purposes of exemplification, I have restricted myself to an illus-
tration of how these logics may be identified. Two logics positively define
Nadia’s preferred mode of subjectivity: a polysemic logic of enunciation
and a spatial logic of rapprochement. Both logics are negatively defined by
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a monosemic enunciative logic deployed by various actors in mainstream
Flemish society when they discuss the integration and emancipation of mi-
norities.

Most of the notions used by Nadia also figure in mainstream politica]
discourse. However, by putting these notions in new interpretive and func-
tional relationships to each other, she is able to articulate a more or less co-
herent world view and critique. Depending on their usage, categories such
as (emancipation) may function as personal values as well as objects of crit-
icism. By metapragmatically highlighting the different usages of such no-
tions, people are able to highlight the contingency of these concepts and the
associated practices. As such, a politicisation of hegemonic discourses is
enabled. A recognition of the fact that people deploy differential logics in
the public debate when they use ethnic, cultural, religious, and other ab-
stract categories may be the best antidote to counter processes of misrecog-
pition among minorities and majorities in the public sphere.
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Multimodale Marker in Museen

YANNIK PORSCHE

In diesem Beitrag mochte ich anhand einer Fallstudie, die sich mit einer
franzosisch-deutschen Museumsausstellung befasst, prisentieren, was Mar-
ker in Interaktionen machen bzw. wie diese Marker in einer mu,ltimodalen
Kontextualisierungsanalyse genutzt werden kénnen. In zwei Interaktionen

die jeweils im Rahmen einer Fithrung durch die franzésische und deutschc;
Version der Ausstellung stattgefunden haben, lassen sich gesprochene
Sprache als auch Gestiken, Mimiken, Bewegungen im Raum, der Gebrauch
.von Objekten etc. ‘daraufthin untersuchen, wie sie Grupper;zugeh(jrigkeit

ms'titutionellen Kontext und epistemischen Status bzw. Behauptungen vor;
Wissen anzeigen. Nach einer kurzen Prisentation der Fallstudie méchte ich
anhand der Beispielanalysen Uberlegungen anstellen, wie verbale und non-
verbale Markierungen von Gruppenzugehdrigkeit, institutioneller Kontext
und epistemischer Status zusammenhiingen. Zuvor werde ich kurz den In-
halt der Ausstellung skizzieren, welcher sich aus historischer und kiinstleri-
scher Warte auch mit Themen der Markierung von Gruppenzugehsrigkeit
beschiftigt, sowie den methodologischen Rahmen dieser Fallstudie,







