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Abstract

The article discusses the application of the ‘palimpsest mapping’ method in a borderline case where the landscape has few
significant and stable historical traces. It is based on ongoing research on the lands of the Batammariba, a rural population living
at the foothills of the Atakora (Benin-Togo), source of the Pendjari River, a tributary of the Volta River. The Tammari habitat, of
which the most permanent and characteristic element is the Takienta (family house made of raw earth and straw), is highly
dispersed for socio-economic reasons. It can be compared to the scattered urbanisation of European regions such as Flanders or
Veneto, with the difference that Atakora is an upstream region, whereas the latter are downstream ones. However, dispersion
does not mean disorder. Based on cartographic data (1:50000) published in 2019 by IGN Benin (Institut Géographique du Bénin)
and aerial images (1:10000) taken in August 2019 with the support of the AWAC (Agence wallonne de I’Air et du Climat), the
mapping study shows that villages are established and organised alongside rivers, the main structure of the Tammari landscape,
as the population practices rain-fed agriculture. Even when the landscape’s elements are ephemeral or tenuous, the virtues of
‘palimpsest mapping’ lie in revealing the spatial structures of a territory, thus making it possible to foresee principles for future
developments. By showing the hydrographic logic in the establishment of the Tammari, the study invites us to take into
consideration the watershed solidarity that links the inhabitants of Atakora to the populations living downstream.
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