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- Divided Belgium
— Consociational democracy

— State reforms (from unitary to
(con)federal state)

* Linguistic Tensions
— Boundaries of the BHV-Electoral District

— Degree of Autonomy in Financial/Fiscal
matters
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« Two common assumptions about the
dynamics of Belgian federalism

— Saliency of Institutional Reform &
future of Federation

— Opinions about the future of Belgian
federalism differin N <> S
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Mental Map as Alternative

 Mental maps: mental representation
of space or object

- Scientific use: Consistent mental
representations of environment,
people use "to understand/know the
environment (...) in effect
‘representation of objects and their
associations, involving generic and
motivational information” (Kitchin
1994)
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Data collection

“"Draw Belgium” on Blanc front sheet - 5
minutes + Questionnaire

° 5200 students from 10 Universities & 13
University Colleges (2345 NL - 2921 FR)

Short Survey
. Socio-demographics

. Pol. Knowledge, Interest in Pol., Preferred
distribution of Power, how different are Fr & FL
speakers, should Fr - FL live in 1 country?,
Politicians to blame?, identity, party
preference
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Resulting drawings

= Wide variety of Drawings

- MAP

- MAP WITH OUTSIDE WORLD

- MAP WITH INTERNAL BOUNDARIES
- PROVINCES
- LANGUAGE BORDER
- BRUSSELS
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Drawings of Belgium:

2 researc

- Q1: Does one’s language explain
one’s drawing?
— Article Territory, Politics, Governance

— Language does not explain but political
knowledge and identity

- Q2: Does the size of one’s
drawing matter?

— New measurements: the size of Wallonia
and Flanders
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Relative size

Flanders bigger 1.573 66,0%
Wallonia bigger 805 33,8%
Same size 5 0,2%
Total 2.383
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FLEMISH FRENCH TOTAL

Flanders bigger 66,9% 52,1% 58,7%

Same Size 12,0% 12,9% 12,5%

Wallonia Bigger 11,4% 16,7% 14,3%

(approx. correct)

Wallonia much bigger 9,7% 18,4% 14,5%
100% 100% 100%
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Patterns in identification

IDENTIFICATION N %
1 NONE 264 11,1
2 FLEMISH 190 8
3 FRENCH SPEAKING 122 5,1
4 BELGIAN 391 16,5
5 BE + FL 541 22,8
6 BE + FR 645 27,2
7 B+FL+FR 221 9,3

2.374 100
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Differences in drawing size

IDENTIFICATION % Drawing Wall. Bigger

1 NONE 32,6%
2 FLEMISH 26,3%
3 FRENCH SPEAKING 40,2%
4 BELGIAN 36,3%
5BE+FL 25,9%
6 BE + FR 37,8%
/ B+FL+FR 40,3%

33,7%

niversitt ™ | Brusse
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FL B+FL |B+FR |B+FL | Total
+FR

Flanders

bigger 61% 66% 54°% 57% 66% 54% 52% 59%
Same Size 11% 13% 11% 11% 13% 14% 14% 13%
Wallonia

Bigger* 16% 10% 17% 15% 12% 15% 15% 14%
Wallonia much

bigger 13% 11% 18% 17% 9% 17% 19% 15%

100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
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Size Wallonia = Bigger

WOMEN 0,95 0,545
POLITICAL KNOWLEDGE (scale) 0,97 0,083
BELGIAN NAT. 1,03 0,868
From Brussels 1,10 0,398
Dutch-Language 0,53 0,000
Nagelkerke R2 3,5% -
N 2.380
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- Systematic differences in relative size
Flanders vs Wallonia

- Significant effect of language, but...
modest explanatory power

- Flanders is drawn bigger by most
respondents of both language groups

= Flanders drawn bigger = perceived
bigger




