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Athenian Metrological Decree (IG 11> 1013)
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METROLOGIE
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BERLIN,
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1862,

Hermes 51 (1916)

DER ATHENISCHE VOLKSBESCHLUSS
UBER MASS UND GEWICHT.

Es ist nicht das erste Mal, daf dem aus den Papieren des
Abbé Fourmont stammenden Volksbeschlufs der Athener iiber Maf
und Gewicht, den U. Kéhler IG Il 476 auf Grund des Béckhschen
Textes CIG 123 gedruckt hat, im Ganzen oder in Einzelheiten
eine Untersuchung gewidmet wird'): seine erneute Besprechung
wird sich rechtfertigen, wenn es sich als richtig erweist, daf Sinn
und Bedeutung seiner wichtigsten Bestimmungen bisher entweder
gar nicht oder, wo man (wie Ferguson) auf dem Wege war,
nicht restlos erkannt worden sind. Der Freundlichkeit Hiller
v. Gaertringens und Kirchners verdanke ich es, wenn ich den Text
im folgenden bereits in der verbesserten (auf Grund von Jul. Kochs
neuer Collation des Apographon Fourmonti gewonnenen) Gestal-
tung geben kann, in der die Inschrift in der editio minor des
II. Bandes des Corpus (1018) erscheinen wird. Nur die ledig-
lich dem Sinne angemessenen Erginzungen Z.1—7 und Z. 37/8
gehen iber den im Corpus gegebenen Text hinaus; und zu ihnen
ist von allem Anfang an zu bemerken, daf der Filscher Fourmont
auch da, wo er sich um die Copien der Steine wirklich bemiiht
hat, ein wenig zuverlissiger Gewiihrsmann ist, und daf die Kritik
an einer Stelle, wo sie logischerweise nicht umhinkann, auf eine
Textverstimmelung zu schliefien, diesem Manne gegentiber nicht
hyperconservativ zu bleiben braucht. Die Paragraphirung des
Textes und die Zwischenitberschriften entlehne ich Biockh, eine

1) Man vergleiche: Bockh, Staatsh.? 1I S.3181f; Metrol. Unters.
S. 12. 282f. 115. Hultsch, Metrologie? 8. 100. 135ff. Nissen, Metrologie b.
Iw. Miiller, Handb. 12 8. 878. 880. A. v. Domaszewski, Arch.-epigr. Mitt.
aus Oesterr, X 1886 8.244. Pernice, Griech. Gewichte S.54ff. Ad. Wil-
helm, Beitr. z. griech. Inschriftenkunde S. 2 293; .Jahresh. oesterr. arch.
Inst. XII 1909 S.145. Will. Scott Ferguson, Klio IV 1904 S.8 (Anm. 8);
Hellenistic Athens S. 429f.

es anders gehalten hatte. Denn mit welcher Riicksichtslosigkeit die
Athener ihr MaB und Gewicht in der Zeit der GroBmannssucht
ihrer Staatsherrlichkeit in ihrem Machtbereich allerwirts vorge-
schriecben haben, das macht die siphnische Inschrift IG XII 5, 480
deutlich und daritber spottet Aristophanes in den 415 aufgeftihrten
Vigeln, wenn er (v. 1040) Psephismatopoles erklaren lifit: yofjodar
Nepeloxoxxvyds toiode rois pétpotst xai oraduoior xai yypio-
uaot, xaddnep *Ologi&ior.

Potsdam. O. VIEDEBANTT.
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Notre connaissance d'un important décret agoranomique athénien daté de la fin du
1I¢s. av. |.-C. (CIG 1 123 = IG II-11I* 1013)" est largement tributaire d'une copie de

An cours des quinze derméres annees du IF 5., la ate d'Athenes et 1" Ampluchome
pyieo-delpluque adoptent dews reformes metrelogiques qu medifient considerable-
ment le paysage monétaire ot pondéral de la Gréce continentale 3 la basze époque
hellénistique’. Cii bomo 7 Plusiews conmmentateurs croient reconnzitre la main

I'exemplaire exposé sur I'Acropole, qui fut effectuée en 1729 par 'abbé MiciEt

Kapitel I: Edition und Ubersetzung ............
1. Bisherige Editionen ................
2. Der Text des Volksbeschlusses,
3. Ubersetzung

dition

FOURMONT et son neveu CLAUDE-LouIs FOURMONT a I'occasion d'une

scientifique en Gréce? Avant la découverte, en 1934, d'un petit fra




Text Structure

§1 Duties of the Sellers and the Buyers [l. 0-7] (many lacunae)
§2 Duties of the Magistrates [l. 7-17]

§3 Defining Specific Measures and Weights [l. 17-37]

UNBelc TWV THWAOUVTIWV TL | WVOUMUEVWYV QOUUBANTWL ETPW(L]
[un]«&>€ otabudt xpAtcont, aAAa dkaiolg, [...]: “So that no one among the
sellers or the buyers uses a measure or a weight discordant with the standard,
but only lawful ones. [...]”

84 Preserving Measures and Weights [l. 37-60]

[ ] 6& drapevn«w €ic to[v Aoutov] | xpovov Ta te HETPA Kol T otabua, [...]:
“So that the measures (nétpa) and the weights (otaBuad) are preserved in the
future [...]”

§5 Inscribing and Setting up the Decree [l. 60-62]

§6 Appendix [l. 63-67]



Weights (otaBuia) and Measures (LETpa)

Al 8¢ dpxal aic ol VOLOL TPOOTA(TITOUSLY TIPOC TA KATEoKELAK o> [Léva] | cupBoAa
ONKWHOTA TIOKN>OAEVAL TIPOC TE TA LYPA Kal TA &nrpd Kal Td otabua avlayl-
aoalétw[oav | Tou]«o> mwAolv(t]ac Tt €v TAL dyopdL <f> €v TOl¢ £pyaotnplols f
Tolc KocTonAgiolc A olvowv f «dwmo[Bnkalc | ..x]pRioBal tolg HETPOLC KAl TOTC
oTaOpoic tolTolg peTpoUvTac mapvTa (DA Uy« Tt alt®[t | pét]pwt, Kal
e [K]€TL €€otw «un>SepLbil ApxAtL TcovoooBaL LATE HETPA MATE oTtaduta [undE
| pellw] «urnd€ HAATTW TOUTWV' IG 17,1013, |. 7-12

— Established standards (cupBoAa) for liguid measures, dry measures and weights
— Metrological instruments (onkwpata) to be made by magistrates

— Prohibition of making measures or weights larger or smaller than these

— Only one official measure for liquid products
— Several official measures for dry products

— Several official weights



Liquid Measures (Uypa)

BEtw «6>[€ ALodwpoc gic Al<kypOToAly onkwpota tod te Epmopukr ol [taAdv|to]u
Kal dekapvou kat Sicpuvrou [kal HvAaC Kai] ALvaiou Kol ToRTn«uyOopou
[kal yoivikoc]' [...] IG 11?2, 1013, |. 54-55

Ek Tol <a»told"

[ToU]c 8¢ apyovtac xpfioB[at] TL a0TOL HETPWL KEXCODPOKYLEVWL TOL XOPOAKTH-
p<L> HOAU[B | 8]t mpOoC ToV €v TiL ZKLA[OL, p]n T«Arelov MPATTOUEVOUC TPLWROAOU'
xpNoBat 6€ «oafl | Tj«oe Ap«x>Ac TOIC PO« OPPAYLOUEVOLLS> METPOLLIC, €AV UN)
TLC TO<V) wAoLVTW[V TU] | oPppayloT®L LETPpWL XPRATOL. IG 11?, 1013, |. 63-67

— In Delos during 34 and 2"9 centuries BCE: different standards for olive oil
(1 petpntng = 12 xo6ec [39.11]) and wine (1 kepapov = 8 xoe¢ [26.11])

— After IG 112 1013: The chous (xo0c¢) is the only official liquid measure [3.21]
— Roman equivalent (unchanged): 1 xo0¢ = 1 congius [3.2l] = %2 quadrantal [26.1]]



Dry Measures (&npa)

BEtw «6>[€ ALodwpoc gic Al<kypOToAly onkwpota tod te Epmopukr ol [taAdv|to]u
Kal dekapvou kat Sicpuwvrou [kal pvacg Kai] AULvaiou Kol ToRTN(UYOPOoU Kal X00C
[ 1" [...] IG 112, 1013, I. 54-55

Ek Tol <a»told"

[ToU]c 8¢ apyovtac xpfioB[at] TL a0TOL HETPWL KEXCODPOKYLEVWL TOL XOPOAKTH-
p<L> HOAU[B | 8]t mpOoC ToV €v TiL ZKLA[OL, p]n T«Arelov MPATTOUEVOUC TPLWROAOU'
xpNoBat 6€ «oafl | Tj«oe Ap«x>Ac TOIC PO« OPPAYLOUEVOLLS> METPOLLIC, €AV UN)
TLC TO<V) wAoLVTW[V TU] | oPppayloT®L LETPpWL XPRATOL. IG 11?, 1013, |. 63-67

— Two official dry measures: the cereal choinix (ottnpa xotvi) [1.11] and the cereal
medimnos (LEdiuvov ottnpov) of 48 choinikes [52.3 1]

— After IG 112 1013: Two new fruit measures of 1.5 choinix [1.61] and 3 choinikes [3.3]]

— Roman equivalent (unchanged): 1 xoivi€ = 2 sextarii [0.541] = % congius [3.2]]
= Y% modius [8.71] = 1/48 quadrantal [26.11]



New Fruit Measures

Toug 6€ nmwAoldvtac nepokac Enpac kot apuly]|[6]aAac kol NPAKAEWTIKA Kapua
Kol Kwvoucg Kal kaotavola <Kol kuapoug Aiyurttou | [k]at dowikoBaldvoucg kal
el Tva AAAQ TpoyrpuaTo LETA ToUTwV TWAETTaL, kal B€ppouc | [kalt ©>Acdwac Kal
nupAvac TWAEV HETPWL Ywpolvtl amo«Prnota ottnpa n<x[ojwikia tpla,
nwAod[v]|[t]ac Tt xolvikt TadTnt KOpUOTAL €xovont TO HEV [Ba]Bo«c> SakTUAWY
NEVTE, TO 6€ mAatocg to«D» x[el] | [A]Jou«cy SaktuAou: [...] IG 11%,1013, 1. 18-23




New Fruit Measures

Capacity: 1.5 Cereal
Choinix (ca. 1.65l)

5 Fingers
(ca. 10 cm)

Leaden Seal (l. 64-65)

[8 Fingers (ca. 16 cm)]



New Fruit Measures

‘Opolcwr¢ 6€ kol TouC MwAolvTac TAC TE AUUYSAAAC TAC YAWPAC <K a1y TAC <EM[a-
o¢ | tacg mpoo]datouc kal Tac «Loxadac MwAELV yolvikt k[op]Juotit d<vmAaciovt
DA Tpoyeyp[appeEVNGS | €xovont TO] XETAOC <D>pLOV NULOAKTUALWY, Kal xprioBat
a0ToUC yolviél EuAlvalg €av [O6€ tic €v | pellovt Mw]ANL N &TEPWL AyYELWL
apuydaiac YAwpac i €Acdvac npoodatouc A toxad[ac, un nw | Asitw Elatt]ov A
HESLUVOV owtnpov: €av & év éAlattovt m[wARL Ayyeiwti, i dpxn v’ v av
t[etay|pévoc AL TA] TE €vOvia TOPAXPRAMO GITOKNPUTTETW Kal thv [tunv
eloayetw Ent tnv [dnuo | olav tparme]lov Kal TO AyyELOV KATAKOTTE[T] W

IG 112, 1013, I. 23-29




New Fruit Measures
1.5 Finger (ca. 3 cm)

Capacity: 3 Cereal
Choinikes (ca. 3.2l)

10 Fingers
(ca. 20 cm)

(8 Fingers)



Weights (otabua)

Ayetw O Kal N HVA N EOTIOPLKIN EKATOV
TPLAKOVTA KO OKTW [K]at
[pomt]<npv €[xétw ote]dbavndopou Spaxuag dekaduo, Kal MWAe[itjwoav TAVTIEC
aMa qudvta tad|[tnyd THL pvdt <onay doa poc dpyUplov Stappidnv
elpntot mwAely, totavteg tov nijxuv tod {u<y>[ol] | [loop]pomov adyovta TOC
&> kartov revnkovra Spax[palc tod o[tedavnd]opou [...] IG 1%, 1013, I. 29-33

Drachma [4.35g] Mina: 100 Drachmas [435g]

Silver Tetradrachm

— Two official weights: the drachma of the stephanophorus [silver standard]
(otepavndopou dpaxun) [4.35g] and the monetary mina of 100 drachmas (pva)

— Roman equivalent (unchanged): % Attic mina [435g] = 1 Roman libra [326g];
8 Attic drachmas (2 tetradrachms) [4.35g] = 9 Roman denarii [3.90g]



Central Greece: Delphi

CID IV.118-119: The Amphictionic “Financial Scandal” (ca. 117/6 BCE)

Simultaneous use of two standards:

* AQpyupiou T@Aavta
* Qpyupilou oTeped TAAQVTA = TAAAVTO ATTLKA
* Apyupiou cuppaxLka TAAavia

CID IV.127: The Amphictionic Decree defining the silver standard (late 2"d c. BCE)

S€xeobat mavrta[c] toug "EAAnvac To Attikov TeTpdxp[ov] év Spaxpalic apyuplou TETaPOL

“All the Greeks shall receive the Attic tetradrachm at the rate of four drachmas of the
silver standard”

= henceforth, the silver standard is based on the Attic drachma, not the Symmachic.



Monetary Mina — tpo¢ apyuptlov (100 Drachmas)

Avetw O6¢€ kal i pvd [ &mop«kn ote[davndo]|[pouv Spax]udc £katov
TPLAKOVTA KO OKTW TIPO«C> TA oTABula ta €v Tl Apyupokomicww [K]al
[pomt]<npv €[xétw ote]dbavndopou Spaxuag dekaduo, Kal MWAe[itjwoav TAVTIEC
@A aqodvta Tad | [ty ThHL pva

, lotavteg tov mixuv 1ol Cucy>[o0] | [loop]lpomov dyovia TAC
&> kartov revnkovra Spax[palc tod o[tedavnd]opou [...] IG 1%, 1013, I. 29-33




Increased Commercial Mina — mtpoc¢ xaAkov (150 Drachmas)

Ayeétw O& Kal ote[pavndo]|[pouv Spax]udg Ekatov
TPLAKOVTO KO OKTW TPO«C> TA oTtaBua tad €v TWL Apyupokomicwy [K]at
[pomt]<npv €[xétw ote]dbavndopou Spaxuag dekaduo, Kal MWAe[itjwoav TAVTIEC
aMa qudvta tad|[tnyd THL pvdt <onay doa poc dpyUplov Stappidnv
elpntot mwAely, totavteg tov nijxuv tod {u<y>[ol] | [loop]pomov adyovta TOC

‘[...] IG1I2, 1013, |. 29-33

s Half-Mina: 75 Drachmas Makeweight:
Mina: 150 Drachmas 12 Drachmas

Dimnou. rmas
— Before I1G 112 1013: A commercial mina of 138 drachmas [600g] = 1.38 monetary mina
— After IG 117 1013: A commercial mina of 150 drachmas [652g] = 1.5 monetary mina

— Roman equivalent: 1 Attic commercial mina [435g] = 2 Roman libras [326g]



Athenian Weight Standards (5t"—15t Centuries BCE)
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Increased Commercial Pentamnoun and Talent

TO 86€ mevtapvouy [T0 | Eum]oplkov EXET<W) [POKTOAV EUTTOPLKAV VOV, OTUWC
looppormou tod MA«YYEWC YIVOUEVOU aynt Eumop|t]|kag pjvag €€ 10 6&€ TaAavtov
TO EUMOPLKOV [€xET]w pom[Av p]v[ac] €umcorplkaC TEVTE, OMwCE Kal tol[to |
lo]oppomou 1ol TN ewg yvopevou ayn(t] & mol[pik]ov ta[Aavtov kat pjvag
EUTOPLKAC TTEVTE' [EoTw 6E | oU]vdp[w]va mavta tolg €v TWL Eumopiwt {[u]cyrolic
K]al o«o[a]O[pu]o]tc. IG 11,1013, 1. 33-36

— Longstanding issue: The increase of the commercial pentamnoun (+20%) is not
proportionate to the increase of the commercial mina (+8.7%) and of the
commercial talent (+8.3%).

— Unsatisfactory solutions: major revision of Fourmont’s text (Viedebantt); large
tolerance margin (Hitzl); pentamnoun based on another standard (Lang &
Crosby, Breglia Pulci Doria, Rizzi)

— One major question: Why is it necessary to redefine other weights than the
commercial mina? And why the pentamnoun and the talent rather than any
other weights?



Increased Commercial Pentamnoun and Talent

TO 86€ mevtapvouy [T0 | Eum]oplkov EXET<W) [POKTOAV EUTTOPLKAV VOV, OTUWC
looppormou tod MA«YYEWC YIVOUEVOU aynt Eumop|t]|kag pjvag €€ 10 6&€ TaAavtov
TO EUMOPLKOV [€xET]w pom[Av p]v[ac] €umcorplkaC TEVTE, OMwCE Kal tol[to |
lo]oppomou 1ol TN ewg yvopevou ayn(t] & mol[pik]ov ta[Aavtov kat pjvag
EUMOPLKAC TEVTE" [...] IG 117, 1013, I. 33-36

Betw «&>[€ ALodwpocg eic A]«K>pOTIOALV CNKWHOTA
Kall X0OG
[katl yotvikog]' [...] IG 112, 1013, |. 54-55

— One major question: Why is it necessary to redefine other weights than the

commercial mina? And why the pentamnoun and the talent rather than any
other weights?

— Two possible solutions:

a) Commercial pentamnoun and talent are not actual weights, but theoretical
values used e.g. for defining retail, semi-wholesale, and wholesale trade;
b) Commercial pentamnoun and talent are used to weigh specific commodities.



Increased Commercial Pentamnoun (6 Minas)

TO 86€ mevtapvouy [T0 | Eum]oplkov EXET<W) [POKTOAV EUTTOPLKAV VOV, OTUWC
looppomou 1ol MR« EWC YIVOUEVOU aynL EUmop[t]| kag p]vacg €€
IG 11?2, 1013, . 33-35

Pentamnoun — — — Six Minas
5 x 138 dr. = 690 dr. [3.0kg] 6 x 150 dr. =900 dr. [3,9 kg]

“Mastoid” Weights, Marble, 1.0-3.5kg (250-800dr.)



Increased Commercial Pentamnoun (6 Minas): A Wool Measure?

1

10

15

20

[60k]uaont [—]
[K]ai

"Av 6¢€]
apaptavnt ope[AeTw dpaxuac]
glkool Kat’ Ekao[tov Talavtov']
npnédcBw 6€ 0 dyop[avouog nw]-
Aeltw 6€ peExpL peon[pPping.]
VeTiwv 6€ pun €xdép[etv. TV €]-
TIETEWV TPpoPBatwv T[oU¢ €pLonw]-
Aac Epla pn MWAETV' v 6& MwANL,]
{NUoVoOw UTO Tol A[yopavo]-
HOU NUEPNG ekAoTNG [Spaxuaic]
dvo. glpla unde yva[paria €k 1o]-
KOU Uf TIWAETV TOV E[umopov un]l-
&€ Tov petafolov p[ndevi aiAol-
Bev undapuobev A ma[pa —]

ANg AV 6€ mou AAANL [MwAfL?, ote]-

p€cBbw TV éplwv Kk[ail {nuov]-
oBw Spaxuaic eik[oot kal ma]-
oo AmokNPUOooeT[a UTIO TTPUTA]-
VEWV

—]

Statwa [. .. Jv[—]

I.Erythrai 15 (2" third of the 4t c. BCE)

o

...and

, and anyone who cheats is liable to pay
twenty drachmas for each [occasion]; the
agoranomos is to exact payment.

Sales may take place up to noon. When it rains
no one is to put wool on display.
No one is to sell the wool of one-year old sheep.
Anyone who does so is to be fined two a day by
the agoranomos...
And all

will be auctioned publicly by the
prytaneis”

(trad. F. Meijer and O. Van Nijf)



Increased Commercial Pentamnoun (6 Minas): A Wool Measure?

TO 86€ mevtapvouy [T0 | Eum]oplkov EXET<W) [POKTOAV EUTTOPLKAV VOV, OTUWC
looppomou 1ol MR« EWC YIVOUEVOU aynL EUmop[t]| kag p]vacg €€
IG 11?2, 1013, . 33-35

Pentamnoun — — — Six Minas
5 x 138 dr. = 690 dr. [3.0kg] 6 x 150 dr. =900 dr. [3,9 kg]

Lead weight from Delos

Late 2"d c. — early 1st c. BCE

11.2x10.6x1.8 cm — 1925 g [442.5dr.]

Delos, Archaeological Museum, Inv.No. B 18953

Mval | €plwv | v “3 minas of wool;
Altpal ¢’ 6 libras.”

6 commercial minas (900 dr.) = 12 Roman libras
3 commercial minas (450 dr.) = 6 Roman libras




Increased Commercial Talent (65 Minas)

TO 6€ TaAavtov 1O EUTOpPLKOV [EXET]w pom[nVv M]V[AC] EUMcOIPLKAC TIEVTE, OTIWG
kal to0[to | ic]oppomou tol mAY>ewC yvopEvou ayn|t] E«uymo[ptk]ov ta[Aavtov

Kol p]vag Eumoptkac mevee: [...] IG 112, 1013, I. 35-36
Talanton (60 Minas) — — — 65 Minas
60 x 138 dr. = 8280 dr. [36kg] 65 %X 150 dr. =9750dr. [42.4 kg]
ID 290 (246 BCE), |. 48: VAWV talavta [AAAA £€mtl Bwpoug Kat i¢ Lepomoloy,
T MEEHIF — — — —]

ID 290 (246 BCE), |. 66-67: [€0UAwV] taAavta A. . €nil Bwpo[Uc kal lc Lepo|motoy,
T — —']



Increased Commercial Talent (65 Minas): A Wood Measure?

33

35

40

44

ID 509 (ca. 230—220 BCE?)

avBpakac unNdE pupouc un[d€ VAo O¢ av un xpnl-
TOlL , LN TIWAETV” ...]

ol 6€ AteAelc Ovteg eloayouaotv EVAQ i pupoL|c]
N avBpakac Ta MTwAoU eV
amnoypod£cOwoav mpog Toug Ayopavo-

HLou¢ TtpO To0 TMWAELY Ocou av LEAAWOL TTWAETY
Kal un €€€otw alTolC UNTE MAELOVOC LATE €-
Adcovoc WALV fj 0oou aneypadavio: €av O€ TL-
VEC UN Tte@apx®oLv ToTlC YEYPAUUEVOLC, Ol Ayo-
povopol avtolc un dtbotwaoav

. Kal Tol tomou ol Av av-
TolC Kelpeva AL Ta EUAA A ol AvBpakec A ol pupol
dbepETwoayv Tl TTOAEL LLoBov ¢ NuEpac dpa-
XHAV EWC v ApwolLv, Kal ol ayopavopol mpoaéatw-
oav avTouc, avevBuvol OVTEC.
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Any liquid Xo0c¢ (3.21)
Liquid ' . :
I\;Iocle:Isures Olive oil Mstenltznqé[? 1] xobc (3.21) 1 congius [3.2l]
(bypd) ~ -~ XO%6 61 = % quadrantal [26.11]
Wine Kspautov’[26.ll]
= 8 XO€C
Xotvi€ [1.11] 2 sextarii [0.54]]
D Cereals ) )
ry Mebiuvov [52.3 1] = 48 xolvikec 6 modii [8.71]
Measures
(Enpdi) Dry fruits ? 1.5 xotvi€ [1.6l] 3 sextarii [0.54]]
Fresh fruits ? 3 yoivikeg [3.3l] 6 sextarii [0.54l]
Precious Ytedavndopou dpaxun [4.35¢] 1.33 Roman libra
material Mva = 100 dpaypal [435g] [326g]
. Epmoptkn pva [600g] | Epmoptkn pva [652g] .
Anything else - 138 Sporyuial - 150 Spoypal 2 Roman libras [326g]
Weights 5 g¢umnoptkat pvol 6 éumopikatl pval .
(oTaBpd) Wool? 3.0kg] 3.9kg] 12 R‘E?za; ]"bras
= 690 Spaypoi = 900 Spaypot &
60 éumnoptkat pvol 65 éumnopkai pvol .
Wood? [36kg] [42.4kg] 130 Rg;g”]"bras
= 8280 dpaypot = 9750 dpayuot &
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