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Introduction: The Canon Without Us?
In the early twenty-first century, wildlife habitats are rapidly 

shrinking and the number of animal and plant species is declining—trou
bling trends that scholars have variously dubbed the “sixth extinction” 
(Kolbert 2014), the “Homogenocene” (Mann 2011), and even the “war 
against animals” (Wadiwel 2015). Against this background of structural 
endangerment, the present article details how Tom Comitta’s The Nature 
Book (2023), akin to acclaimed texts like Yedda Morrison’s Darkness (2012) 
and Jon McGregor’s Reservoir 13 (2017), enriches ongoing debates on 
environmental storytelling, attention, and the senses by exploring mun
dane landscapes and multispecies noticing. As the title suggests, The 
Nature Book does not recount the story of human characters but strings 
together mini-narratives about other creatures, as in the following scene: 

Papier-mâch�e mountains grew red [as the sun rose on] 
the very picturesque valley . . . [F]lies buzzed in a great 
peace. . . . [On a rocky shelf, a] goat sensed danger [and 
saw how] dizzyingly far down below . . . there was . . . a 
mountain lion. . . . And the sun illuminated her so clearly 
that it was as if the goat saw her close up . . . feeding on a 
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