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CYPRUS AND UGARIT AT THE END OF THE LATE BRONZE AGE: 
INSIGHTS FROM PYLA-KOKKINOKREMOS 

Joachim BRETSCHNEIDER,* Jan DRIESSEN,** Athanasia KANTA***

RÉSUMÉ

Chypre et le Levant nord avec le royaume d’Ougarit ont été touchés par des changements 
socio-culturels drastiques peu après 1200 av. J.-C., dont les causes et les effets restent à discuter. Cet 
article résume certaines des recherches les plus récentes, en tenant compte des sources historiques et 
archéologiques. Dans le cadre de cette analyse supra-régionale, une attention particulière est accordée 
à l’établissement de Pyla-Kokkinokremos sur l’île de Chypre. Le site, localisé juste à l’est de la baie de 
Larnaca, sur un plateau naturellement fortifié, fait de nouveau l’objet de recherches archéologiques depuis 
2014, par une mission conjointe de l’Université de Gand (J. Bretschneider), de l’Université catholique de 
Louvain (J. Driessen) et de la Mediterranean Archaeological Society (A. Kanta). Pyla-Kokkinokremos est 
exceptionnel en raison de son occupation de courte durée : établi avant la fin du XIIIe s. av. J.-C., le site 
est soudainement abandonné au début du XIIe. En tant que tel, l’établissement représente une « capsule 
temporelle » documentant une phase critique (Chypriote récent IIC-IIIA) de l’histoire de l’île au Bronze 
récent.

Le caractère multi-ethnique, déjà reconnu pour les découvertes faites sur le site de Kokkinokremos, 
est confirmé par les fouilles en cours, grâce à des objets provenant de Sardaigne, de Crète, d’Égypte, 
d’Anatolie, de Grèce mycénienne (en particulier d’Argolide) et de la côte syro-palestinienne. Certaines 
questions comme par exemple de savoir qui fonda ce site en cet endroit stratégique spécifique et pourquoi 
l’installation fut soudainement abandonnée peu après, ne peuvent trouver de réponse définitive mais 
restent importantes pour comprendre les relations entre Chypre et Ugarit au crépuscule de l’âge du Bronze.

ABSTRACT

Cyprus and the northern Levant with the kingdom of Ugarit were affected by drastic socio-cultural 
changes shortly after 1200 BCE, the causes and effects of which remain discussed. This paper summarizes 
some of the most recent research, taking both historical and archaeological sources into consideration. 
Within this supra-regional analysis, special attention is given to the settlement of Pyla-Kokkinokremos 
on the island of Cyprus. The site, located just to the east of Larnaca Bay on top of a naturally fortified 
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plateau, has again been under archaeological investigation since 2014 by a joint mission of the UGhent 
(J. Bretschneider), the UCLouvain (J. Driessen) and the Mediterranean Archaeological Society (A. Kanta). 
Pyla-Kokkinokremos is exceptional because it was short-lived, established before the end of the  
13th c. BCE, and suddenly abandoned early in the 12th c. BCE. As such, the settlement represents an 
informative “time capsule” of a critical phase (Late Cypriot IIC-IIIA) in the Late Bronze Age history of 
the island.

The previously attested multi-ethnic character of the finds made in the Kokkinokremos settlement 
has been confirmed by the ongoing excavations, with objects that originate in Sardinia, Crete, Egypt, 
Anatolia, Mycenaean Greece (esp. the Argolid) and the Syro-Palestinian coast. Some questions such as 
who founded the settlement at this specific, strategic location and why it was abandoned suddenly relatively 
soon afterwards, cannot be answered definitely but remain important to understand the relationship 
between Cyprus and Ugarit at the twilight of the Bronze Age.

Dedicated to our colleague and friend Manfried Dietrich, for his 85th birthday

It was an honour to be invited by Dr. Valérie Matoïan in the celebration of the 90th birthday of the 
1 The results of the French excavations at Ras Shamra have exceedingly contributed to 

the understanding of Late Bronze Age cultures in the Eastern Mediterranean and the Near East. Countless 
scholars from around the world have studied the unique archaeological and philological sources of this 
ancient trading metropolis, which was a cultural bridge, connecting the Orient with the West.

For many years, we were neighbours, working close to each other, Valérie and her team in the capital 
Ugarit and our team at Tell Tweini, ancient Gibala, a harbour town at the southern border of the kingdom of 
Ugarit. Almost every year, the two excavation teams paid visits to each other’s project to discuss progress 
and results. It is with great affection one of us remembers the visit to the excavation in the “Grand-Rue” 
area at Ugarit2

1.  We are especially grateful to Dr Valérie Matoïan for editing our contribution and for the various references to comparable 
finds from Ugarit.

2.  Al-Maqdissi et al. 2010; Matoïan et al. 2013.
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at the end of the Late Bronze Age.
Ugarit and Tell Tweini shared the same fate at the same time. Both cities perished around 1200 BCE3 

and in both cases, the Sea Peoples were blamed. The latter are reported in Egyptian sources4 and are known 
to have devastated large parts of the Levant, eventually being defeated by Ramses III in a famous sea and 
land battle, documented on the walls of his mortuary temple at Medinet Habu.5

6 Depending on the ongoing debate concerning 
the chronology of the New Kingdom,7 various archaeological and historical studies favour the years 
between 1192 BCE and 1177 
abandoned and destroyed shortly before.8

A letter (RS 20.238) by an Ugaritian king addressed to the king of Alasiya/Cyprus reports on the 
landing of hostile ships and the destruction they caused.9 The horrors of the invasion are dramatically 
described: “
done unseemly things in the land!... seven enemy ships that are approaching have done evil things to us…”. 
This letter is understood as a response to another Akkadian text (RS L.1) unearthed at Ras Shamra, which 
was sent by the king of Cyprus to Ammurapi, the last king of Ugarit. The Alasiyian king informs him of 
enemy ships and gives his counterpart the advice to “surround your town with walls; bring troops and 
chariotry inside. (Then) wait at full strength for the enemy.”10 But the invasion could not be thwarted, as 

11 Most likely, Ugarit itself 
was not the direct target of this particular enemy attack, otherwise this letter could not have been received 
and archived.

Even more clarifying is one of the latest cuneiform documents RS 94.2169 found in the House 
king my lord”. Due to the 

vassal status of Ugarit, this “king my lord” must have been the vice-king of the Hittite Empire residing in 
Carkemisch. Ammurapi recounts the enemy’s landing near the village of Ra’su and his advance towards 
the capital. “At the moment the enemy troops are stationed at Ra’šu and their vanguards [?] have been 
sent against Ugarit”, he begs his overlord to bring him out of Ugarit alive. Presumably due to the chaotic 
situation of an attacking opponent the message never left the sender’s house.12 This intense cry for help is of 
great importance for our understanding of the historical process, since it can be situated in time and space.

of the capital of Ugarit (  1).13 The 28-ha settlement, excavated by a French-Syrian team led by Adnan 
Bounni and Jacques Lagarce, is considered to have been the second residence of the royal family of Ugarit. 

  3.  For the destruction of Ugarit, see: Schaeffer-Forrer 1979, p. 51-52; Yon 1992, p. 117-118; Callot 1994, p. 212-213. For 
Tweini, see: Bretschneider et al. 2019, p. 6-7; Jung 2018b; Jung, Kardamaki forthcoming.

  4.  A summary with bibliography: Emanuel 2016; Yasur-Landau 2010; Jung 2018b.

  5.  Breasted 1930, pl. 39, 44; Lehmann 1985; O’Conner 2000; Heinz 2001; Ben-Dor Evian 2017; 2018.

  6.  See discussion in Courtois 1973, p. 137-165; Monchambert 2004, p. 279, 321-322; Singer 1999; 2012; Janeway 2017, 
p. 23; Mountjoy 2020, p. 171-178; Jung 2018b, p. 295; Jung, Kardamaki forthcoming.

  7.  Schneider 2010.

  8.  See bibliography in Singer 1999; Cline 2014; Dietrich, Loretz 2002; Jung 2018b; Jung, Kardamaki forthcoming.

  9.  Hoftijzer, van Soldt 1998; Singer 1999, p. 720.

10.  Singer 1999; Hoftijzer, van Soldt (1998) offer a comprehensive overview with texts from Ugarit on the subject of 
seafaring.

11.  Singer 1999, p. 720. A request from Yadinu, military commander serving the Ugaritic king, for 150 ships and 400 Apiru 
in KTU 2.47 is supporting the idea of the great naval power of Ugarit. Apiru are seen as “socially uprooted communities 
from which many people were recruited for military service”, Hoftijzer, van Soldt 1998, p. 336-337.

12.  Lackenbacher, Malbran-Labat 2016, p. 33-35. For comments on the archaeological context, see: Jung, Kardamaki 
forthcoming.

13.  Van Soldt 2005. Arnaud (1984) identified Ras Ibn Hani as Birutu.
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The excavators assume that the inhabitants of Ras Ibn Hani probably had the time to seize some of their 
14 The 

southern and northern palaces.15 The contents of the southern palace seem to have been emptied before its 
destruction since no cuneiform texts or valuable objects were found in it. In contrast, the evacuation of the 
northern palace may have happened in disorder. A cache of jewellery was found in room XLVI, where it 
probably had been hidden in a bag or other perishable container just before the city’s invasion and about 
130 text documents and ivory inlays were found within the destruction layer.16

After the destruction of the southern palace, the area was reoccupied by a “village” at the very 
beginning of Iron Age I. The domestic architecture consisting of small dwellings divided by narrow streets, 
follows the same orientation as the earlier palace.17  I are 
e.g.
two features generally associated with cultural innovations coming from the west.18 The introduction of this 
new type of wrap-weighted looms and new weaving technique from the Aegean (e.g. attested at Mycenae, 

14.  Lagarce, Lagarce 1995, p. 149-151; Bounni, Lagarce, Lagarce 1998, p. 86-88.

15.  Puytison-Lagarce, Lagarce 2006.

16.  See summary with bibliography in van Soldt 2008, p. 258.

17.  Summarised with bibliography: du Piêd 2011, p. 219, fig. 2; Janeway 2017, p. 22; Mountjoy 2020; Jung, Kardamaki 
forthcoming. 

18.  Lagarce, Lagarce 1988; du Piêd 2011, p. 220.

Fig. 1–Map of Cyprus and Northern Levant with the sites mentioned in the text (©C-PEPL, N. Kress).
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Tiryns, Lefkandi, Karphi, Kastelli Chania and Sissi19) and/or Cyprus (Maa-Palaeokastro and Kition) or 
from Anatolia (Troy, Alishar Hüyük, Tarsus and Tille Hüyük) is undoubtedly a phenomenon of the later 
13th century and frequently attested throughout the eastern Mediterranean and Levant in the Early Iron 
Age.20 There is some disagreement between Rahmstorf and Yasur-Landau on how to interpret these spools 
but Yasur-Landau accepts them as a result of migration.21 Du Piêd calls them “innovations with a possible 
originally foreign origin”, accepted by the already mixed indigenous population of Ras Ibn Hani “with 
originally different cultural backgrounds, just as at Ugarit in the Late Bronze Age. It is not impossible, 
however, that some ‘new’ migrants did settle over time in the region”.22 A proper assessment of the Iron I 

is available.23

A similar scenario of seaborne attacks can be imagined for Tell Tweini, the southernmost harbour 
town of the kingdom of Ugarit.24 The site was excavated by a Belgian-Syrian team between 1999 and 2010 
but the work was interrupted because of the outbreak of the war. As a result, only selected elements of the 
Belgian excavations in the central part of the mound (Field A)–namely those that did not require additional 
on-site investigation–could be published comprehensively.25 The Syrian excavations in the western part of 
the mound (Field B) remain thus far largely unpublished.

26 seems to have been devastated early in the 
12th century BCE, thus sharing the same fate as Ras Ibn Hani and other cities in the Northern Levant. A 

presence of several arrow heads in the same level may suggest that the devastation was accompanied by 
27 The precise extent and intensity of 

the destruction cannot yet be estimated in relation to the entire settlement, as Late Bronze Age II settlement 
 I and Iron II period reoccupation. 

the mound (Field 
not possible.

Apart from large quantities of Cypriot vessels, the ceramic repertoire of the destruction layer at Tell 
Tweini comprises a great number of Mycenaean sherds dating to Late Helladic IIIB, but also a small 
number of locally produced Mycenaean vases of the Late Helladic IIIC Early 1 style (  2).28

This Late Helladic IIIC Early pottery provides a synchronism with Tell Kazel in the neighbouring 
Amurru, where this type of ceramics was also recognised in the Late Bronze Age destruction level. Reinhard 
Jung observed that “the evidence of the destruction levels at Tweini and Tell Kazel and their positions 
within the two stratigraphic sequences as well as the related pottery repertoires allow to synchronize the 

19.  For a recent overview on the Cretan evidence, see: Driessen, Gaignerot-Driessen forthcoming.

20.  For a general survey and bibliography, see Rahmstorf 2003; Yasur-Landau 2010; Sauvage, Jans 2019, p. 51. Most 
recently attested in Tell Tweini (Sauvage, Jans 2019) and Tell Tayinat (Welton et al. 2019, p. 315). For Tell Afis, see: 
Cecchini 2000; for Karphi, see: Kanta, Kontopodi 2011, 148, fig. 16.

21.  Rahmstorf 2003; 2005; Yasur-Landau 2010, p. 132-134, 146, 153, 267-268.

22.  Du Piêd 2011, p. 227-228.

23.  For the recently published cuneiform texts from Ras ibn Hani see, Bordreuil, Pardee, Roche-Hawley 2019.

24.  A contemporary destruction is attested for Tell Sukas, a coastal settlement around 8 km south of Tell Tweini, see: 
Riis 1970, p. 24.

25.  Bretschneider, Jans 2019.

26.  Van Soldt 2005; see bibliography in Singer 1999, p. 662-669. Gibala was first mentioned in tablets from Ugarit from 
the 13th century BCE and in the Ugaritic alphabetic document KTU 4.40 in which men from Gibala were called up to 
service on the king’s ship. See also bibliography in Hoftijzer, van Soldt 1998, p. 337.

27.  Bretschneider, Jans 2019; Bretschneider, Van Lerberghe 2010, p. 32-33, 41, fig. 36. For radiocarbon dates of the 
conflagration, see: Kaniewski et al. 2011. For weapons in the destruction-level of Ugarit, see: Yon 1992, p. 117-118, 
fig. 14.5a.

28.  Janeway 2017, p. 23; Jung 2018a; Jung 2018b, fig. 12.4; Mountjoy 2020; Jung, Kardamaki forthcoming.
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Mycenaean phase of Late Helladic IIIC Early .”29 As in Tell Kazel, 
the local production of Mycenaean pottery at Tweini continued after the destruction. Locally made Late 
Helladic IIIC Early deep bowls with interior bands and a variety of motifs including antithetic spirals were 

 the latest Late Bronze Age  
 century has been 

described as squatter occupation during which local pottery traditions continued at a regional scale. Imports 
from Cyprus and the Aegean, however, are lacking.30

resettlement phase at Tell Kazel, Ras Ibn Hani and perhaps also in Ugarit itself, where poor settlement 
structures may also suggest a squatter occupation. At Tell Tweini, a new urban concept is only realized 
in the later phase of the Early Iron Age (Level 6EF) when we observe a revival of Cypriot imports in the 
form of White Painted I ceramics, wall brackets and a textile industry that henceforth uses the Aegean 
type of clay spools. This city was also violently destroyed sometime at the end of the 11th century and this 

 in situ.31

It is therefore possible to state that, concerning the demise of the kingdom of Ugarit at the end of the 
Late Bronze Age, philological sources from the city itself can be reconciled with archaeological evidence 
from sites such as Ras Shamra, Ras Ibn Hani, Tell Tweini and some other smaller coastal cities.32 Text 
RS 94.2169 makes it plausible that both Ras Ibn Hani and probably also Tell Tweini were destroyed 

29.  Jung 2018b. Based on revised chronology of throne accession of Ramses III in 1195 BCE, see: Schneider 2010; 
Aston 2013.

30.  Bretschneider et al. 2019, p. 8.

31.  Bretschneider et al. 2019, p. 9-10. For radiocarbon dates of the second conflagration see: Kaniewski et al. 2010.

32.  The LBII conflagration at Ras el-Bassit ca. 30 km north of Ugarit has been linked by the excavator to the Sea Peoples 
destruction, see Courbin 1990, p. 504. For the drastic cultural changes in Early Iron Age Kinet Höyük see: Gates 2013, 
p. 507.

Fig. 2a-b–Comparative stratigraphy, absolute chronology and Aegean synchronisms.
Italics=date of Aegean-type pottery (both imported and locally made) present in different contexts (adapted after 

Jung 2018, Table 1; Mountjoy 2018, Table 1; Fischer and Bürge 2018, Table 10.1 & 10.2). Throne accession 
of Ramses III in 1195 BC (Schneider 2010); * (according to Kitchen 1987)—A.=Aström; F.B.=Fischer-Bürge.
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shortly before the devastation of Ugarit around 1190 BCE. From the Ugaritic correspondence with the king 
of Alashiya it is likely that at least some seafaring invaders must also have been involved. The warlike 
destruction of the coastal settlements in the kingdom of Ugarit and the neighbouring regions (such as 
Amurru and Mukish33) seems to have been so severe that urban life in the multicultural communities of 
Ugarit and Ra’su was either no longer possible or, as in Tell Tweini, interrupted for several decades.34 
The approximately contemporaneous texts from the 8th year of Ramesses III’s reign at Medinet Habu 
vividly describe the catastrophe from an Egyptian perspective: “The foreign countries (i.e. Sea Peoples) 
made a conspiracy in their islands. All at once the lands were removed and scattered in the fray. No 
land could stand before their arms: from Hatti, Qode, Carchemish, Arzawa and Alashiya on, being cut off  
(i.e. destroyed) at one time. A camp was set up in Amurru. They desolated its people, and its land was 

prepared before them. Their confederation was the Peleset, Tjeker, Shekelesh, Denyen and Weshesh, lands 

trusting: ‘Our plans will succeed!’”35

dwellings installed in the ruins of the former prosperous Late Bronze Age towns where local ceramic 
traditions continue but also new Italian and Aegean innovations show up. The coexistence of surviving 
indigenous and new population groups is likely. It was probably not until the end of the 12th century, but 
certainly in the course of the 11th century BCE, that Tweini,36 like other cities of the Northern Levant  
(e.g. Tel Tayinat)37, developed as new regional centres and, with the reviving exchange (of goods and 

38 The impact 

have been so devastating that, notwithstanding its crucial geo-economic location, it was not substantially 
resettled in the coming centuries. The disappearance of the cuneiform culture and every form of state-

in the northern Levant.

probably be explained by its wealth, attracting attention. The focus of the raiders hence seems clearly to 
have been on transportable luxury goods of precious metals and arguably less on potential future settlement 
in the fertile surroundings.39

In contrast to the north, sites on the Lebanese coast such as Arqa, Sidon, Sarepta, and Tyre were either 
not affected or barely so40, and with the rise of the Phoenician port-cities, economic power shifted to the 
central and southern half of the Levantine littoral.41

33.  For an overview of the cultural and historical development from the 12th-11th c. BCE in the former kingdom of 
Mukish, see Welton et al. 2019.

34.  The synchronisms of the events and the changes in the material culture between Ugarit, Tell Tweini and Tell Kazel 
have first been pointed out by Reinhard Jung (2011). For an opposing view on the destructions in the Levant, see: 
Millek 2018.

35.  Pritchard 1969, p. 262. For a slightly different translation, see: Kitchen 2008, p. 34.

36.  The scheme presented by Núñez (2017, p. 270-271, fig. 2) for Tell Tweini is not correct. The cultural changes in Level 
6EF are attributed to Level 6GH. The author also confuses the Tweini “levels” and “phases”.

37.  Janeway 2017.

38.  See recent bibliography in Bourogiannis 2018.

39.  E.g. the ivory box with the “Mistress of the Animals” from Minet el Beida/Ugarit was left behind by the looters, see: 
Caquot, Sznycer 1980, pl. IV.

40.  For an exhaustive recent bibliography, see: Welton, Charaf 2020-2021; Núñez 2018.

41.  Bell 2006; 2009; 2018; Lipinski 2006; Lehmann 2008.
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THE ROLE OF CYPRUS IN THE DESTRUCTION OF THE KINGDOM OF UGARIT

A majority of scholars blames various tribes of seaborne aggressors/pirates or “interconnected 
polyethnic warrior elites”42 often grouped under the term “Sea Peoples” for the destruction of the settlements 
in the kingdom of Ugarit and adjacent regions (e.g. Amurru, Mukish-Alalakh and Emar), as mentioned 
above. There is no agreement, however, on the origin and ethnicity of these groups nor on the dynamics 
of the subsequent cultural changes they caused.43 Two recently published conferences ‘“Sea-Peoples’ 
Up-To-Date” organized by Peter Fischer and Teresa Bürge and “An Archaeology of Forced Migration: 
Crisis-induced Mobility and the Collapse of the 13th c. BCE Eastern Mediterranean” by Jan Driessen offer 
an exhaustive overview of recent scholarly research and discussion on the topic.44

Without wanting to go into further detail about the “Sea People Phenomenon” in the context of this 
paper,45 it should be emphasised that raids on ports and coastal settlements were a constant threat throughout 

Only well-planned attacks and coordinated strategies between seaborne and landborne forces would allow 
46 We remain ignorant, however, about 

the underlying military structures, the level of organization and the possible alliances of the seafaring 
warriors.47 The textual-pictorial account in Ramesses III’s memorial temple at Medinet Habu only provides 
a glimpse.48

Sicily, Sardinia, Italy, the Aegean or western Anatolia, or possibly even Cyprus have all been considered 
as potential homelands of one or more of the seafaring groups.49 On their way east, Crete and Cyprus must 
have been important stopovers for supplying the crews and allowing the maintenance and repair of ships.50 
Moreover, the various potential anchorages that are available on the southern coast of Cyprus offered ideal 
conditions and logistic support for the commercial exchange of goods and people but also as bridgeheads 
for military attacks and pirate raids on the coasts of Ugarit and Amurru.51 With favourable winds, the 
distance of ca. 150 to 200 km from Cyprus to the Levantine coast could be overcome in one or two days.52

Large-scale urban destructions and cultural changes are attested for the land of Alashiya mentioned 
in the inscription of Ramses III, either the whole or part of Cyprus, during the transitional period of 
LC IIC to LC IIIA.53 Many of the 14 coastal or near-coastal Late Bronze settlements were abandoned 

42.  Maran 2018.

43.  Yasur-Landau 2010; Middleton 2015; Knapp 2020.

44.  Fischer, Bürge 2017; Driessen 2018.

45.  The Sea Peoples phenomenon is generally understood as a complex long term process with various interactions 
including “migrations, trade, raids and conquests” (Lehmann 2017, p. 244); Yasur-Landau 2010.

46.  Singer (1999, p. 723, 725) suspects that the Ugaritic troops were still in the country to oppose the advancing enemy. He 
contradicts the idea that Ugarit was defenceless against the enemies. The inconsistencies in the correspondence with the 
vice-king of Carkemish lead him to suspect that Ugarit’s troops were massed on the northern border of the empire.

47.  Various aspects of their organisational structures are discussed by e.g. Lehmann 1985, p. 40; Jung 2009; 2017; 
Hitchcock, Maeir 2014; Maran 2018.

48.  See above.

49.  See recent bibliography in e.g. Yasur-Landau 2010; Cline 2014; Jung 2017.

50.  Yasur-Landau 2010; Karageorghis 2014a, p. 161; Jung 2017; 2018b; Kanta et al. 2020. Dr S. Jusseret (personal 
communication) reconstructs ship building and ship repair for Pyla-Kokkinokremos based on phytolith analysis.

51.  Jung 2018b, p. 294; South-Todd 2002, p. 67 cit. Catling 1962, p. 135-136; Keswani 1993; Knapp 1997; Lehmann 
(2005, p. 286) rather assumes a northern direction of Sea Peoples attacks along the Cilician cliff or the northern Cypriot 
rocky coast towards Ugarit. NAA analyses identify Kition and Hala Sultan Tekke as export ports for Cypriot pottery in 
the Late Bronze Age, see: Mountjoy 2017, p. 372.

52.  For sea routes and timing see: Wachsmann 1998; Yasur-Landau 2010, p. 112-113. The travel speed of ancient ships is 
calculated at around three to six knots (1 knot=1 nautic mile/hour; 1.85 km). 

53.  See Iacovou 1998, p. 333-334; Yasur-Landau 2010; Karageorghis, Kouka 2011; Killebrew, Lehmann 2013; Fischer, 
Bürge 2017; 2018; cf. Knapp 2013, p. 447-470; Knapp, Meyer 2020.
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or destroyed in the decennia around 1200 BCE54/1185 BCE55 as recently summarized by Peter Fischer 
and Teresa Bürge.56 In contrast with the settlements in the kingdom of Ugarit, which knew no or only 
minor traces of reoccupation in form of squatter architecture during the 1st half of the 12th century,57 
extensive re-urbanization58 took place on Cyprus, as shown by structural changes (including elite and 
temple architecture) at e.g. Sinda (period II), Enkomi (Level IIIA), Hala-Sultan Tekke (Stratum I), Kition 
(Floor IIIA) and Kouklia Palaipaphos in LC IIIA1.59

In his evaluation of the possible reasons behind the destructive events, Peter Fischer favours “factors 
such as attacks from seaborne people, either pirates or rather waves of desperate migrating people. The 

along the southern coast of Cyprus in order to acquire life-saving goods such as food and water for their 
continued journey towards the east”.60

There is considerable disagreement, however, on the identity of the attackers and either the Sea Peoples/
pirates61, migrants from the central and eastern Mediterranean/Aegean62, interregional aggressors, or even 
a Hittite attack under Šuppiluliuma II as mentioned in the text KBo 12.3863 have been proposed.64 Another 
point of discussion is the question of new settlements founded on Cyprus by either Sea Peoples or Aegean 
migrants65. Thus far, the two short-lived coastal sites of Maa-Palaeokastro and Pyla-Kokkinokremos have 

54.  Fischer, Bürge 2018, p. 605, tab. 10.1 (Chronology of the New Kingdom according to Schneider 2010).

55.  Mountjoy 2020, p. 196, tab. 18.1 (Chronology according to Kitchen 1987, p. 52).

56.  Fischer, Bürge 2018, p. 606-607, 616; tab. 10.1-10.2. “It must be borne in mind that many sites ended in Cyp IIIC 
Early 1-2, either by destruction or abandonment; only the four main sites of Enkomi, Kition, Sinda and Hala Sultan 
Tekke survived into Cyp IIIC Middle, and the two last did not survive it”: Mountjoy 2020, p. 182.

57.  See discussion in Mountjoy 2020, p. 178 referring to Yon 1992, p. 118-119 and Yon et al. 2000, p. 15, 18.

58.  Striking features of urban development in LC IIIA are structured city plans (Enkomi), monumental city walls 
(Enkomi, Kition), the expansion of cult facilities (Kition, Palaepaphos) and the frequent use of ashlar (Kition, Enkomi, 
Palaepaphos, Alassa).

59.  For a comprehensive overview of the current state of knowledge see: Voskos, Knapp 2008; Jung 2011; Georgiou 2015a/b; 
Fischer, Bürge 2017; 2018; Knapp, Meyer 2020, p. 240, fig. 23.2. On the cultural transfer between Ugarit and Cyprus 
with numerous sources see, Buchholz 1999; Yon 1999; Dietrich 2000.

60.  Fischer 2017, p. 200. French (2013, p. 345-347) suspects an increased number of refugees from the region around 
Tiryns and Mycenae after three earthquake destructions, the latest at the end of LH IIIC Early 1. Due to long trade 
connections, the destination Cyprus was familiar terrain for the emigrants from the Peloponnese, which offered them a 
new economic basis or served as a stopover towards the Levant. Mountjoy (2020, p. 179) states that the “Aegean-style 
pottery on Cyprus was an amalgamation of Mycenean shapes and motifs with elements of White Slip, Rude/ Pastoral 
Style and Minoan motifs.”

61.  See Jung 2009, p. 78-79.

62.  For discussion see bibliography in: Yasur-Landau 2010; Iacovou 2013a/b; Karageorghis 2014a, p. 160.

63.  Güterbock 1967; Singer 1999, p. 721-722, 728; Bryce 2009; van den Hout 2017.

64.  For a recent survey on Sea-Peoples see: Fischer, Bürge 2017. Knapp and Manning (2016, p. 132, 136) see no 
archaeological evidence for the presence of Sea Peoples “Nonetheless, these indisputable disasters clearly indicate a 
breakdown in social and economic order on the island… no evidence to support the presence of Philistines or other Sea 
People in the Late Bronze Age archaeological record of Cyprus.”

65.  Based on LH III C pottery analyses Mountjoy (2020, p. 178-179), referring to French, stated: “Late in Cyp IIIC 
Early 1 Aegean-style pottery began to be produced on Cyprus and became dominant in Cyp IIIC Early 2-IIIC Middle. 
This pottery was prominent at Mycenae and Tiryns in LH IIIC Early 2 after an earthquake destruction at the end of  
LH IIIC Early 1 (French 2013, p. 345-347). This was the third earthquake to affect the area, after one in mid-LH IIIB 
and one at the end of LH IIIB. French suggests the third gave more impetus for people to move to Cyprus, to which they 
have been going since the earlier earthquakes, drawn there by the history of trade connections between Cyprus and 
the north-east Peloponnese”. A detailed study by Jung (2011, p. 69-72) of kitchen vessels from Enkomi IIC and IIIA 
supports the theory of considerable Aegean migration to Cyprus in the transition of LC IIC to LC IIIA. Jung (2017, 
p. 25): “Regarding changes in kitchen ware, very similar observations could subsequently be made in Cyprus. Both, in 
Cyprus and in Philistia the new Mycenaean type cooking pots replaced earlier round-bottomed cooking pot types to a 
considerable extent during LC IIIA and Iron Age IA, i.e. during the first half of the 12th century. In 13th century Cyprus 
handmade round-bottomed cooking pots of Cypriot tradition were directly set into the hearth fire, as burning marks 
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attracted attention in this regard.66

the end of the 13th century (Pyla) and the beginning of the 12th century BCE (Maa)67. Their historical 
and cultural setting is largely based on the material culture found in their abandonment/destruction phase, 
sometime at the very end of LC IIC2 (Pyla) and the transitional period of LC IIC/IIIA (Maa, Floor II).68

Palaeokastro (ca. 5 ha) is situated on a small rocky peninsula north 
69 

A 
settlement (  3). The architecture consists of two major building complexes grouped along a street. At 

 I/Floor 
site’s material culture such as Mycenaean-type hearths, cooking pots, table ware and cylindrical unbaked 
loom weights.70 However, the excavators also underline the proportion of indigenous Cypriot elements and 
point out “
evidence… Considering these points we may now elaborate on the proposal made earlier and suggest 
that at Maa there was either a joint enterprise between Cypriotes and Myceneans, or that the settlement 
of the Myceneans was sanctioned by the Cypriots, who may have had a strong military and mercantile 
inducements to accept them”.71 They further support Maria Iacovou’s idea72 that the 12th century is a period 
of “coexistence of dissimilar population groups” and “cultural assimilation”. In a recent re-evaluation 
of Maa and Pyla, Artemis Georgiou sees “no particular differentiation from contemporary Late Cypriot 
settlements, and in addition, the archaeological excavations at the two settlements did not expose any 
intrusive epigraphic, linguistic, mortuary, or religious evidence that would help identify foreign »ethnic« 
elements in the Late Cypriot milieu.”73 Since no burial contexts (such as Cypriote intramural tombs) and 
meaningful religious activities have thus far been recognised in either settlement, her argument only holds 
partially. Her view may be compared with that of Louise Hitchcock and Aren Maeir who suggest that Maa 
“was formed through limited migration and cultural mixing with local Cypriots, which is compatible with 
Knapp’s (2008) views of social transformation on Cyprus as a ‘hybridization process’ whereby multi-
layered encounters of trade, piracy and migration took place. We suggest that Maa-Palaeokastro was 
a pirate settlement based on its geography in the form of a defensible promontory with good views of 
potential targets.”74

Pyla-Kokkinokremos is the second coastal short lived settlement often mentioned together with 
Maa in comparative analyses of cultural change in Cyprus at the beginning of the 12th century.75  

attest. During the 12th century flat-bottomed cooking pots of Mycenaean type were used on carefully constructed hearth 
platforms that were introduced to the island contemporaneously with those cooking jugs and amphorae”.

66.  Demas 1984; Karageorghis 2001; Iacovou 2007; Yasur-Landau 2010; Jung 2011; Georgiou 2012; Georgiou 2015a/b.

67.  Karageorghis, Demas (1988, p. 255-259) suggested that Maa was founded before the destruction of Enkomi IIB.

68.  Maa-Paleaokastro was finally abandoned in LC IIIA2.

69.  Karageorghis, Demas 1988; Georgiou 2012.

70.  Karageorghis, Demas 1988, p. 255-266; Yasur-Landau 2010, p. 190; Karageorghis 2011a, p. 19-20, fig. 1-4; Jung 2011, 
p. 65-71.

71.  Karageorghis 2011a, p. 19.

72.  Iacovou 1998, p. 335.

73.  Georgiou 2015b, p. 134.

74.  Hitchcock, Maeir 2014, p. 629-630.

75.  The site was explored by Porphyrios Dikaios in 1952 (Dikaios 1971), then by Vassos Karageorghis in 1981 and 
1982 (Karageorghis, Demas 1984) and by Vassos Karageorghis and Athanasia Kanta (2010-2011), and Kanta (2012) 
(Karageorghis, Kanta 2014). Since 2003, its proximate region has also formed the focus of an intensive, systematic 
surface survey and geomorphological exploration that focussed on the Roman and Late Antiquity occupation (Zomeni 
2014; Caraher, Moore, Pettegrew 2014). During this work, some minor explorations also took place on the Pyla-
Kokkinokremos plateau itself (Brown 2012; 2013; 2017). The most recent excavations began in 2014 under the 
direction of Joachim Bretschneider of the University of Ghent, Jan Driessen from the UCLouvain and Athanasia Kanta 
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Pyla’s occupation history took place from LH IIIB Developed into LH IIIC Early 1, a period of around 
50 years. This ended in the partial destruction and abandonment of the settlement at the end of LC IIC.76 
Despite the chronological overlap and their similar coastal situation, both settlements show clear 
differences.

The site of Kokkinokremos at Pyla is nowadays situated about 800 meters inland from the south 
coast of the island, on an 80-meter-high plateau, about 8 km east of Kition (  4-5). With an extent 
of 7 to 10 hectares (plateau ca. 7 ha, slopes ca. 3 77  
The ongoing excavations at Pyla also suggest that the settlement density and architectural layout of 
buildings differ from the remains uncovered at Maa (see below). The special topographical location of the 

from the AMC and continue on an annual basis (Bretschneider, Kanta, Driessen 2015; 2017; forthcoming; Driessen, 
Bretschneider, Kanta forthcoming).

76.  Karageorghis, Demas 1984, p. 66-73; Jung 2011, p. 70; Karageorghis, Kanta 2014, p. 162; Driessen, Bretschneider, 
Kanta forthcoming; Kostopoulou, Jung forthcoming.

77.  For a critical site size estimates in Late Bronze Age Cyprus see: Iacovou 2007.

Fig. 3–Maa-Palaeokastro, Plan of Floor  2).
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hill settlement with steep slopes and precipitous cliffs offered a natural defence and clearly distinguishes 

Larnaca Bay. A now silted-up, well-protected inland harbour at the foot of the site may have been operating 
during the Late Bronze Age (  6).78 The ancient harbour shoreline seems to have been located some 

78.  Brown 2017, p. 276, fig. 2.

Fig. 4–View of the Pyla-Kokkinokremos plateau (Sector 5) from the south-east 
(Photo by G. De Hooghe 2019).

Fig. 5–View of the Pyla-Kokkinokremos plateau from the south (Photo by G. De Hooghe 2019).
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140 m inland from the present-day beach.79 A functional integration of the port facility into the overall 
urban planning of the settlement is likely. The top of the plateau offers an extensive view over the entire 
Larnaca Bay and far into the fertile plain, providing the settlement also with a control function of sea and 

control function over its hinterland. Moreover, its seaward view is more restricted, hence it can only have 
had limited control over the coastal region.

One of the features that still remains uncertain where Pyla-Kokkinokremos is concerned is water 
provisioning. The geological formation of the site makes it highly unlikely that wells could be dug within 
the settlement80 and water probably would have had to be drawn from wells at the foot of the hill (a distance 
from around 400 m), within today’s fertile agricultural plain. The quantities of pithoi encountered during 
the excavation and the high number rock-cut pits that exist in all areas of the settlement may also somehow 
have been related to water storage but this still needs further investigation.81 The water management of the 
site must have been one of the major concerns of the inhabitants and perhaps the reason why, despite its 
strategic location, the plateau was not occupied before nor after the Late Bronze Age.

79.  Caraher, Moore, Pettegrew 2014, p. 5, fig. 1.5, p. 43-47; Zomeni 2014.

80.  Karageorghis, Demas 1984, p. 26, 95.

81.  Kanta (2014, p. 118, 120) interpreted various pits as rock-cut cisterns in which rainwater could be collected. However, 
a later practical experiment conducted by her made it clear that the water quickly seeps into the porous subsoil and 
sidewalls of the pits.

Fig. 6a–Late Bronze Age sites in the Pyla littoral: (a) Pyla-Kokkinokremos; (b) Pyla-Steno; 
(c) Pyla-Koukoufouthkia; (d) Pyla-Verghi; (e) Pyla-Stavros; (f) Dhekelia-Louma. 

Approximate harbour shoreline based upon boundary of estuarine deposits (after Zomeni 2014). 
 2).



620 J. BRETSCHNEIDER, J. DRIESSEN, A. KANTA

the settlement is illustrated by the 
“casemate”-contour wall, which 
probably surrounded the entire plateau 
(  7). Thus far no parallels for this 
kind of defensive architecture exist 
on Cyprus and its closest parallels are 
on Crete and in Anatolia. Athanasia 
Kanta has recognised similarities with 

of Kastrokephala and Orné forming 
“part of the Mycenaean koine as it 
has been formed over the centuries, 
mixing Mycenaean and local Minoan 
traditions going back to earlier 
times”.82 The presence of a Naue II 
sword, an Italian razor as well as a 
sub-Apenine type of pottery in the 
destruction horizon of Kastrokephala 
has been connected to the possible 
presence of “foreign warriors, or 
perhaps Mycenaeans who travelled 
so far”.83 Kanta does not exclude a 
link between the establishment of a 

82.  Kanta et al. 2020, p. 329; Kanta 2014.

83.  Kanta, Kontopodi 2011, p. 133.

Fig. 6b–View from Pyla-Kokkinokremos plateau on the expected harbour area 
(Photo by G. De Hooghe 2019).

Fig. 7–Topographical plan of the  
Pyla-Kokkinokremos settlement, 

with indications of sectors 
(© C-PEPL, N. Kress).
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settlement at Pyla and the migration of the Kastrokephala “survivors” and other “bands” from Crete via 
Rhodes to Cyprus.

Alongside the edges of the Pyla plateau, similar architectural complexes consisting of several rooms 
surrounding a central space (courtyard?) were constructed, closely built together (  8). The somewhat 
thicker outward wall (ca. 0.5 m-0.7 m wide) of these houses forms the “casemate”-like structure. While the 
term casemate architecture commonly refers to the presence of long rows of small and narrow rooms within 

apart from support in Anatolian architecture (e.g. Tilmen Höyük and Mersin).

At Pyla, however, the multi-room building complexes lean against each other, forming a common, 
slightly reinforced outer wall. Within Sector 5, there are some spaces protruding from the outer wall and 
these may have been bastions, storage rooms or workshops (  9).

The relatively thin foundation walls of the Pyla dwellings (ca. 0.4 m-0.5 m)–often set on cut bedrock 
ledges84

from collapsed walls were recovered for instance from Sector 185, from the large shaft in Space 5.6 in 
Sector 5 and from a sounding86

terraces may have been accessible via ladders. Two different techniques, both commonly used at the site, 

 10).

84.  Kanta (2014, p. 113-114) recognizes bedrock-cutting and ledges for wall foundations (hyposkafon technique) in Pyla 
and seeks its architectural origin in Crete.

85.  Dikaios (1971, p. 897) identified light yellow mudbricks in Sector 1.

86.  Burnt mud-bricks from a collapsed wall were attested in sounding U11 (Brown 2017, p. 283).

Fig. 8–Ground-plan of Sector 2 (after Karageorghis, Kanta 2014, Plan 2).
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Thus far there are traces of three possible small gates and of several bastions, especially in the northern 
87 Soundings conducted in the inner part of the plateau have yielded 

be noted, however, that only a small number of hearths or other kitchen installations have thus far been 

87.  Kanta 2014, p. 105, fig. 2.2; Bretschneider, Kanta, Driessen 2015, p. 10-15.

Fig. 9–View of the Pyla-Kokkinokremos plateau from the south-east (Sector 5) 
(Photo by G. De Hooghe 2019).

Fig. 10–Sector 5 (Photo: J. Bretschneider).
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88 Grinding tools, stone tripods and cooking ware from various locations 
attest food processing. Lacking are waste pits with faunal and archaeobotanical debris that could inform 
about the Bronze Age diet of the people of Pyla. Only a handful of animal bones has been preserved from 
the entire city while human bones are completely absent. This said, Vassos Karageorghis concluded from 
the archaeological record that the inhabitants of the settlement “lived a normal live”.89

During the ongoing excavations, the discovery of equipment of a metallurgical workshop as well as 
metal ore and large amounts of scrap metal supports the idea that metalworking was one of the important 
economic activities of the settlement (  11).90

91 Still, spool-shaped loom 

at the end of the 13th century, associated with an Aegean migration, are lacking despite their presence at 
Kition and Maa after 1200 BCE.92

The regularity of the architecture at Pyla-Kokkinokremos
features such as rock-cut shafts and channels underline the highly-planned nature of the settlement but 
at the same time stress its defensive and military character. Monumental buildings (constructed in ashlar 
masonry) such as sanctuaries, palaces or communal storage rooms have not yet been recognised. This can 
probably be explained by the fact that so far only limited areas of the plateau have been investigated and 
erosion and agricultural exploitation has considerably affected the top. Still, about 85% of the settlement’s 
intramural area remains unexplored.

The large number of rectangular shafts and round pits cut into the bedrock form a special feature in the 
architecture of Pyla-Kokkinokremos. They vary in size and depth (length and width approx. 0.50 m-2.5 m; 
depth 0.50 m-3.0 m) and are frequently situated in the smaller rooms close to the outer wall. Almost every 

88.  For a cooking area with a hearth in room 12, see Kanta 2014, p. 118, Plan 4. Another hearth is attested in Sector 5.

89.  Karageorghis 2014a, p. 159.

90.  Bretschneider, Kanta, Driessen 2017, p. 116. For a possible metal workshop in Sector 3, see: Jusseret, Claeys, in 
Bretschneider, Kanta, Driessen 2017, p. 50, fig. 12; Bretschneider, Kanta, Driessen forthcoming.

91.  Jusseret, Claeys, in Bretschneider, Kanta, Driessen 2017, p. 45-46, fig. 8; Bretschneider, Kanta, Driessen forthcoming.

92.  Yasur-Landau 2010, p. 146-147.

Fig. 11–Metal workshop–Sector 5 (Photo: J. Bretschneider).
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building unit has such a shaft. Nine shafts, including 
the three largest ones, are located in the building(s) in 
the south-eastern part of the settlement (Sector 5).93 

 
It was dug into a small room (5.6) of which it 
occupied most part, having a size of 2.5 m by 
3 m and a depth of 3 (  12). Valuable items–
sometimes in fragmentary condition–such as 
alabaster vases, metal objects and luxury ceramics 
are often found either within the shafts or in the 
adjacent rooms (  13).

At the moment, the precise function(s) of 
the shafts are not clear or whether the differences 
in scale and shape are relevant. There are some 
arguments in favour or against their use as 
cisterns or storage pits and it cannot be excluded 
that some served as tombs despite the absence of 
human bones. The valuables mentioned as having 
been found either in or close to the shafts could 
conceivably have been looted from such potential 
tombs but, deemed worthless, left behind by the 
grave robbers.94

Pyla-Kokkinokremos is formed by the numerous 
hoards that have been discovered both during the 

93.  Hermon et al. forthcoming.

94.  The shafts clearly relate to the surrounding architecture and must therefore be contemporaneous. At the beginning 
of LC III new burial customs with the appearance of shaft and pit graves are attested e.g. in Enkomi, see: Niklasson-
Sönnerby 1987, p. 221; Keswani 2004, p. 222, table 5.5.

Fig. 12–Bedrock-cut shaft in Sector 5 (Photo: J. Bretschneider).

Fig. 13–Krater in Pictorial Style (PK15 422)–Sector 5 
(Photo: J. Bretschneider).
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earlier and ongoing excavation of the settlement. These have been treated in detail elsewhere. They include 

concealed but never recovered by the last inhabitants.95

We can ask who the inhabitants were of this seemingly thriving settlement who left in such great hurry, 
leaving behind valuable household goods.

In his interpretation of LC IIC-LC IIIA Cypriot kitchen ware, Reinhard Jung96 refers to the conservative 
character of the every-day material culture of Pyla, in which round-bottomed handmade cooking pots, 
“which can be better compared with that of Enkomi IIB than with the wheelmade Mycenaen cooking pots of 
Enkomi IIIA’ dominate”.97 Jung, as several of his colleagues,98 regards Pyla as “an outpost of Kition, securing 
transport from the coastal port to inland settlements”. Artemis Georgiou reached a similar conclusion, 
underlining the cultural similarity of Pyla and Maa with contemporaneous Late Cypriot settlements. She 
emphasizes the lack of “evidence that would help identify foreign ‘ethnic’ elements in the Late Cypriot 
milieu.”99

Athanasia Kanta has suggested that the presence of signs on the spine of the tablets could indicate that 
the tablets had been placed on a shelf, which in turn would imply that they originally formed part of an 
organized archive.100 On the basis of these two texts, it seems perhaps premature to assume full record-
keeping facilities in the settlement, the more since Vassos Karageorghis has played with the idea that the 
tablets had originally been kept in a sanctuary or “palace” elsewhere and were brought to the newly founded 
city by refugees from surrounding settlements along with other valuable luxury objects.101 Future analysis 
of the clay of the tablets may help to solve this problem but as long as their contents cannot be deciphered, 

Moreover, since there is thus far no evidence for kilns at the site, the tablets may indeed have been produced 

at Enkomi and Ugarit.102

Besides this exceptional epigraphical material, Pyla-Kokkinokremos has yielded an unusual 
large quantity of high-quality imports from various regions in the eastern Mediterranean, Crete, 
western Anatolia, the Levant and Egypt but also Sardinia. For the pottery, see: Kostopoulou, Jung 
forthcoming. Apart from pottery, the most exceptional objects are the calcite-alabaster vessels, 
imported from Egypt that have been found in various buildings.103

of painted lotuses and palmettes (  14).104 The latter vase was hidden and contained a series 

105

  95.  A detailed description of the hoard finds from Pyla can be found in Driessen, Bretschneider, Kanta forthcoming.

  96.  Jung 2011, p. 64-65, 70-71.

  97.  In the light of the 2010-2011 campaign at Pyla the interpretation was slightly modified, see: Karageorghis 2014a, 
p. 160.

  98.  Keswani 2004, p. 155; Steel 2004, p. 188; Knapp 2008, p. 137, 142, 238-239.

  99.  Georgiou 2015b, p. 134.

100.  Preliminary report of the find context in Kanta 2014, p. 110, fig. 2.14.

101.  Karageorghis 2014a, p. 159. 

102.  For general remarks on the Enkomi tablets see: Dikaios 1971, p. 881-891, pl. 314-321; Ferrara 2012/2013. 

103.  Bretschneider, Kanta, Driessen 2017, p. 80, fig. 53, p. 91.

104.  A close parallel is known from tomb VI at Ugarit (Fouilles C. Schaeffer and G. Chenet 1932) and exhibited in the 
Louvre (AO 15746 = RS 4.213), https://art.rmngp.fr/en/library/artworks/gourde-lenticulaire-a-deux-anses (visited 
23.02.2021); Yon et al. 1991, p. 224, pl. III:1, X:1.

105.  Jusseret, Claeys 2017, in Bretschneider, Kanta, Driessen 2017, p. 50, fig. 14. 
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eastern casemate wall comes a decorated Egyptian “Drop Jar” found in fragments. Both vases have clear 
parallels in Ugarit and other Levantine sites of the Late Bronze Age.106

Among the iconographically outstanding pieces imported from the Levant are a miniature Astarte 

 15).107 The piece has been discussed in detail and compared to pieces from 
Akko and Minet-el-Beida/Ugarit by Jacqueline Karageorghis (2014) and attributed to the Qadesh goddess 
type.108

Sector 4. The iconography of the cylinder seal, carved in an Egyptianizing style, shows important divinities 
of the Northwest Semitic pantheon, also known from the Levant and Egypt’s New Kingdom (  16). From 

 5 comes an example of local Cypriot production in the form of a fragmentary 
 II Ware family, mostly known from Late Bronze Age 

 B).109 It should be emphasised that there 
is so far only very limited evidence of cult inventories in the various buildings.110 Sacred architecture as 

Kokkinokremos so far.
The fourteen wall brackets with an incised vertical wavy line decoration are sometimes assumed to 

form part of ritualised contexts but111 both Vassos Karageorghis and Artemis Georgiou112 interpret them as 
lamp holders, commonly used in residences.113 Two of the fourteen examples at Pyla show traces of repair 
as do several other ceramic vessels from Pyla. The pieces of the wall brackets were probably held together 
by cords or metal clamps applied through drilled holes that run parallel to the broken edges of the wall 
plate. Lead clamps were also used to repair the famous Mycenaean chariot krater found during an earlier 
excavation at the site.114 Moreover, a Nuragic transport amphora imported from Sardinia was mended on 

106.  A “Drop Jar” (RS 17.420, 17.421) with a very similar decoration and a cartouche of Horemheb was found in the Maison 
de Rashapabu in Ugarit, see: Lagarce, du Puytison-Lagarce 2008, fig. 6; Lagarce-Othman 2013; Ahrens 2020, p. 448, 
H. 27.

107.  For the Astarte pendant see: Bretschneider, Kanta, Driessen 2015, p. 18.

108.  J. Karageorghis 2014.

109.  Alexandrou 2016; Jans, Van Vyve, Bretschneider, in Bretschneider, Kanta, Driessen 2017, p. 91, fig. 63. 

110.  A small shrine was identified in Room 22 (Sector 4) in 2019.

111.  See recent research on wall brackets with bibliography, Panitz-Cohen 2006.

112.  Eight wall brackets have been registered until 2011, see Karageorghis, Georgiou (2014, p. 146, pl. XVII), 6 more are 
known from the ongoing excavations. One example with traces of ancient reparation has been presented in the 2014 
publication (Karageorghis, Georgiou 2014, pl. XVII, cat. 80).

113.  Very similar wall brackets are known from Ugarit, see survey on wall brackets, Carbillet 2016.

114.  Karageorghis, Demas 1984, p. 50.

 431) and associated objects – Sector 3 (Photos: J. Bretschneider).
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both the inside and outside with strips of lead.115 Lead isotope 
and clay analysis clearly point to a Sardinian origin of this 
amphora. The same double-sided repair technique was also 
used for a Minoan decorated amphoroid krater recently found 
in Sector 5116 as well as a Cypriot limestone bath tub in Sector 4.

Athanasia Kanta aptly notes that in certain cases it was 
apparently cheaper to mend broken vessels than to make new 
ones.117 Since detached lead clamps were also found during the 
ongoing excavations,118 it can be assumed that vessels were 
repaired on site. The different reparation techniques–clamps for 
the Mycenaean vessel and strips for the Sardinian and Minoan 
vases as well as the Cypriot bath tub–may again be used as an 
argument to assume a mixed population in the settlement.119

In recent years, more Sardinian pottery has been found on 
the site and this includes both transport vessels as well as table 
ware.120 After Hala Sultan Tekke,121 Pyla-Kokkinokremos is now 
the second site in the Larnaca Bay to show such presence of 
Sardinian pottery.122 Again, this may be an indication of settlers 
with a foreign background, either traders or warriors from the 
Western Mediterranean.

115.  Karageorghis 2011b, p. 89-90, 94, fig. 2; Gale 2011.

116.  Jans, Van Vyve, Bretschneider, in Bretschneider, Kanta, Driessen 2017, p. 96, fig. 68.

117.  Kanta 2017, p. 83.

118.  Jusseret, Claeys, in Bretschneider, Kanta, Driessen 2017, p. 45. 

119.  For the use of lead and lead clamps at Ugarit see, Dardaillon 2012, p. 226.

120.  Bretschneider, Kanta, Driessen forthcoming; Jung, Kardamaki forthcoming.

121.  For a comprehensive overview of the current state of knowledge concerning Nuragic table ware on Cyprus,  
see: Gradoli et al. 2020.

122.  Sardinian transport vessels, like those from Pyla, are missing so far in the ceramic repertoire of Hala Sultan Tekke.  
See: Kostopoulou, Jung forthcoming.

 
(after Karageorghis, Kanta 2014, Plate VIIa, b).

Fig. 16–Cylinder seal (height 3,9 cm) 
in Egyptianizing style, showing Baal 

and other divinities of the  
Northwest Semitic pantheon–Sector 4 

(Photo: J. Bretschneider).
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The ethnic mix in the material culture seems to be present in all areas of the settlement.123 Apart from 
the large number of Canaanite jars–the majority possibly imported from the Syro-Palestinian coast124–, 

same observation applies to an above average number of Cretan and Late Helladic IIIb imported vases, 
that have already been considered in detail.125 Vassos Karageorghis has noted that Late Helladic and Late 
Minoan IIIB amphorae and large kraters in pictorial style or decorated with abstract motifs, are also known 
at other Late Cypriot sites but only from funerary contexts (  17).126 This difference and the fact that Late 
Helladic IIIb vessels were still being used at the same time as LH IIIC Early pottery could, in his opinion, 
mean that “the ‘refugees’ (from the villages below the Pyla-plateau) took with them all their valuables, 
hence the luxury objects discovered so far… A sizeable portion of the population must have been foreigners, 
namely from Crete and the rest of the Aegean, who brought with them their belongings in large kraters.  
It is quite possible that these foreigners reached the Pyla area at the time the local population started moving  
from the lowlands to the plateau or even shortly after, and that they played a role in the creation of the 
settlement… It is these immigrants who gradually dominated the cultural and political scene on the island 
and we believe that the establishments of these two new settlements (Maa and Pyla) may be connected with 
this question. Whether this phenomenon is archaeologically ‘invisible’ or not is questionable…”.127

123.  Since its initial exploration, the number and variety of non-local products at Pyla-Kokkinokremos have been commented 
upon (Karageorghis, Kanta 2014; Georgiou 2012; Karageorghis, Georgiou 2012).

124.  Georgiou 2014, p. 186.

125.  Karageorghis, Georgiou 2012; Karageorghis 2014b.

126.  Karageorghis 2014a, p. 159. However, he explicitly points out that vessel fragments can turn up in secondary find 
contexts (e.g. Enkomi, Kition) through tomb looting.

127.  Referring to the idea of Sherratt (1992, p. 323) and Iacovou (2005, p. 128) that these immigrants are archaeologically 
invisible.

Fig. 17–Late Minoan IIIB amphoroid krater–Sector 2 (after Karageorghis, Kanta 2014, Plate III).
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The presence of Sardinian pottery and many other imported pieces from the various areas of the 
Mediterranean and Levant as illustrated by the ongoing excavations stresses this exchange of people and 
goods in the settlement of Pyla-Kokkinokremos. For the time being, the relations between the indigenous 
population and potential new ethnic groups remains a hypothesis. Further issues that demand attention 

must have been responsible for the planning and execution of the building activities on the plateau. We 
also want to clarify the relationship of the settlement with the regional powers at Kition and Enkomi or 
even with the ruler of Alashiya, known so far only from Amarna and Ugarit correspondence.128 We remain 
ignorant as to whether there was a shift in the population during the relatively brief period of occupation of 
the site: Were the “founding fathers” also its last inhabitants?

Artemis Georgiou has rightly emphasised that the foundation of a settlement such as  
Pyla-Kokkinokremos can only have been possible with the support or consent of one of its powerful 
neighbours and both Pyla and Maa could have housed inhabitants, colonists as it were, from the larger cities 
of Kition and Palaepaphos.129 But whether these were “mercantile élites”, fractions who had broken away, 
respectively from Kition and Palaepaphos, as Susan Sherratt assumed, remains questionable.130 As long as 
our knowledge on the historical events of the crisis years in Cyprus remains fragmentary, regarding the two 

all interpretations thus far offered do not provide an adequate explanation for the unusual prosperity and 
ethnic diversity of the material culture at Pyla and its sudden demise. Each new excavation campaign can 
decisively change our picture and provide important insights that help to reconstruct the history of the crisis 

128.  The two Cypro-Minoan tablets and two large flat stamp seals from Pyla (Sector 4) have parallels in Enkomi. Therefore, 
they could be considered as potential indications of a political and/or administrative connection between the two 
settlements.

129.  Georgiou 2012, p. 124.

130.  Sherratt 1998, p. 300-301.
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