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Abstract— Lensless endoscopy (LE) with multicore fibers
(MCF) enables fluorescent imaging of biological samples at cel-
lular scale. In this work, we show that the corresponding imaging
process is tantamount to collecting multiple rank-one projections
(ROP) of an Hermitian interferometric matrix—a matrix encod-
ing a subsampling of the Fourier transform of the sample image.
Specifically, each ROP of this matrix is achieved with the complex
vector shaping the incident wavefront using a spatial light mod-
ulator (SLM), and, the image frequencies are taken at pairwise
differences of the cores positions, allowing for as many frequen-
cies as the square of the core number if there is no multiplicity.
As for typical compressive sensing (CS) applications, we demon-
strate that the sampling rate is directly connected to the sample
structure when the SLM is configured randomly. For instance, a
sparse sample in the spatial domain induces a low rank interfer-
ometry matrix. Interestingly, inspecting the separate dimensional
conditions ensuring the specific restricted isometry properties of
the two composing sensing models (the partial Fourier sampling
of the interferometric matrix and the ROPs applied to it) in the
observation of sparse images, we show in a simplified setting that
a basis pursuit denoising (BPDN) program associated with an `1-
fidelity cost provably provides a stable and robust image estimate.

1 Introduction

Lensless endoscopy enables in vivo fluorescent imaging at a
cellular scale [1, 2]. As illustrated in Fig. 1-(a), thanks to a
proper calibration of the incoming light wavefront with a spa-
tial light modulator (SLM) combined with scanning (galvano-
metric) mirrors (not represented), a lensless endoscope (LE)
combined with a multicore fiber (MCF) usually images a 2D bi-
ological sample by raster scanning (RS) it with a focused beam
illuminated from the MCF distal end; the light re-emitted by
the fluorescent sample being collected and recorded for each
focused spot location. Recently, a new scheme inspired by the
compressive sensing theory [3] has been proposed. In this set-
ting, which we refer to as speckle imaging (SI), the sample
is illuminated with random speckles—achieved by randomly
configuring the SLM—which mimics a compressive imaging
system with random waveforms. While experimental evidence
shows that SI allows for improved image reconstruction quality
or reduced acquisition time compared to RS, it is not clear how
to predict from which number of observations SI provides a sta-
ble and robust estimate of the observed sample. The random-
ness of the speckle illumination over the field-of-view (FOV) in
the sample plane Z—i.e., the intensity of the interfering beams
of the Q MCF cores—is indeed parametrized by only Q ran-
dom variables. This complicates the analysis of such an illumi-
nation with the standard tools of CS theory (e.g., the restricted
isometry property – RIP) and limits the achievable imaging
resolution. In this work we adopt a different approach; we
show that, under a common far-field approximation, the sens-
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Abstract
The lensless endoscope is a promising device designed to image tissues in vivo at the cellular scale. The traditional
acquisition setup consists in raster scanning during which the focused light beam from the optical fiber illuminates
sequentially each pixel of the field of view (FOV). The calibration step to focus the beam and the sampling scheme
both take time. In this preliminary work, we propose a scanning method based on compressive sampling theory.
The method does not rely on a focused beam but rather on the random illumination patterns generated by the
single-mode fibers. Experiments are performed on synthetic data for different compression rates (from 10 to 100%
of the FOV).
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1. Introduction

Nowadays, in vivo imaging of tissues is performed everyday in hospitals (e.g., magnetic resonance imaging or
computed tomography). The spatial resolution of such devices is far from the cell resolution whose diameter
typically ranges from 10 to 100 µm [1]. Cell imaging is almost exclusively done ex vivo. However, due to
recent developments in microscopy and optics fields, in vivo imaging of cells in their natural environment raises
growing interest [2]. But in their review, Andresen et al. [2] point out that the current devices suffer from physical
limitations restricting the imaging depth to 1 mm. To overcome this issue, researchers aim to design miniaturized
imaging systems with no opto-mechanical components at the fiber distal end, called lensless endoscopes. At Institut
Fresnel, researchers develop lensless endoscopes based on multicore optical fibers [3, 4]. Their ultrathinness (300
µm) makes the probes not much invasive and well suited to explore and image cells, e.g., neurons, at depths beyond
reach of other imaging systems.

The principle of point-scanning or raster scan (RS) with a lensless endoscope is illustrated in Fig. 1. The entire
device consists of a wavefront shaper, here a deformable mirror, an optics part to focus light into fibers, and a
multicore fiber. The optical fiber inner part - dedicated to excitation - is made of single-core fibers displayed in
a golden spiral shape [4]. The outer part of the fiber is made of air and consitutes a “double-clad” dedicated to
signal collection. During the calibration step, specific sequences of proximal wavefronts are designed such that
the light from all cores will focus on specific positions of the sample. During the acquisition, the light beam
focuses sequentially on each (discretized) position of the field of view (FOV), generating a fluorescence signal.
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Fig. 1. Lensless endoscope principle in raster scanning mode (i.e., the light beam is shaped to focus on one point).
Source: Institut Fresnel2.

To appear in Proc. iTWIST2018, November 20 - 22, 2018, Marseille, France

ar
X

iv
:1

81
0.

12
28

6v
2 

 [c
s.C

V
]  

30
 O

ct
 2

01
8

50 µm

(a) 2-D MCF 

section

MCF

(a)

MCF
<latexit sha1_base64="MFGYmrqQD8JczmIiDzsXFQjmmAs=">AAAB+nicbVC9TsMwGPxS/kr5S2FksWiRmKqkAzBWsDAWibZIbRQ5jtNadZzIdkBV6aOwMIAQK0/CxtvgtBmg5STLp7vvk88XpJwp7TjfVmltfWNzq7xd2dnd2z+wq4ddlWSS0A5JeCLvA6woZ4J2NNOc3qeS4jjgtBeMr3O/90ClYom405OUejEeChYxgrWRfLtaHwQJD9UkNhdK/XHdt2tOw5kDrRK3IDUo0Pbtr0GYkCymQhOOleq7Tqq9KZaaEU5nlUGmaIrJGA9p31CBY6q86Tz6DJ0aJURRIs0RGs3V3xtTHKs8nJmMsR6pZS8X//P6mY4uvSkTaaapIIuHoowjnaC8BxQySYnmE0MwkcxkRWSEJSbatFUxJbjLX14l3WbDPW80b5u11lVRRxmO4QTOwIULaMENtKEDBB7hGV7hzXqyXqx362MxWrKKnSP4A+vzB5Sxk48=</latexit>pk

Speckle

<latexit sha1_base64="VvRT/SZ4C8/A2Wqo/0L+4Ynx4t4=">AAACDHicbVC7TsMwFHXKq5RXgZHFokUqS5V0AMYKFsYi6ENqospxnNaqY0e2g6iifgALv8LCAEKsfAAbf4PTZoCWK1k+Oude+9zjx4wqbdvfVmFldW19o7hZ2tre2d0r7x90lEgkJm0smJA9HynCKCdtTTUjvVgSFPmMdP3xVaZ374lUVPA7PYmJF6EhpyHFSBtqUK64XFAeEK7hLYpiRmA1rLm+YIGaROaCD6dV02XX7VnBZeDkoALyag3KX24gcBKZVzFDSvUdO9ZeiqSmmJFpyU0UiREeoyHpG8hRRJSXzpaZwhPDBDAU0hzjasb+nkhRpDJvpjNCeqQWtYz8T+snOrzwUsrjRBOO5x+FCYNawCwZGFBJsGYTAxCW1HiFeIQkwtrkVzIhOIsrL4NOo+6c1Rs3jUrzMo+jCI7AMagBB5yDJrgGLdAGGDyCZ/AK3qwn68V6tz7mrQUrnzkEf8r6/AFyLJqV</latexit>

Sample f(x)

<latexit sha1_base64="vHXhX3nDHhJxcsywLIq7ty2jKcY=">AAAB6nicbVA9TwJBEJ3DL8Qv1NJmI5hYkTsKtSTaWGKUjwQI2VvmYMPe3mV3zwQv/AQbC42x9RfZ+W9c4AoFXzLJy3szmZnnx4Jr47rfTm5tfWNzK79d2Nnd2z8oHh41dZQohg0WiUi1fapRcIkNw43AdqyQhr7Alj++mfmtR1SaR/LBTGLshXQoecAZNVa6Lz+V+8WSW3HnIKvEy0gJMtT7xa/uIGJJiNIwQbXueG5seilVhjOB00I30RhTNqZD7FgqaYi6l85PnZIzqwxIEClb0pC5+nsipaHWk9C3nSE1I73szcT/vE5igqteymWcGJRssShIBDERmf1NBlwhM2JiCWWK21sJG1FFmbHpFGwI3vLLq6RZrXgXlepdtVS7zuLIwwmcwjl4cAk1uIU6NIDBEJ7hFd4c4bw4787HojXnZDPH8AfO5w+ipo1f</latexit>z
<latexit sha1_base64="ZlQ4W4SYAZ5ID2KGAlFDLUWaiWI=">AAAB83icbVDLTsJAFL3FF+ILdelmIpi4Ii0LdUl04xITASNtyHSYwoTptJmHCWn4DTcuNMatP+POv3EKXSh4kklOzrk398wJU86Udt1vp7S2vrG5Vd6u7Ozu7R9UD4+6KjGS0A5JeCIfQqwoZ4J2NNOcPqSS4jjktBdObnK/90SlYom419OUBjEeCRYxgrWV/LofYz0mmKPH+qBacxvuHGiVeAWpQYH2oPrlDxNiYio04VipvuemOsiw1IxwOqv4RtEUkwke0b6lAsdUBdk88wydWWWIokTaJzSaq783MhwrNY1DO5lHVMteLv7n9Y2OroKMidRoKsjiUGQ40gnKC0BDJinRfGoJJpLZrIiMscRE25oqtgRv+curpNtseBeN5l2z1rou6ijDCZzCOXhwCS24hTZ0gEAKz/AKb45xXpx352MxWnKKnWP4A+fzB+N0kO8=</latexit>Z

SLM

&


Optics

Detector

<latexit sha1_base64="hY2FB9e34fpat14Ybw7N7lxiB14=">AAAB8XicbVA9TwJBEJ3DL8Qv1NJmI5hYkTsKtSTaWGIiYIQLmVv2YMPe3mV3z4Rc+Bc2Fhpj67+x89+4wBUKvmSSl/dmMjMvSATXxnW/ncLa+sbmVnG7tLO7t39QPjxq6zhVlLVoLGL1EKBmgkvWMtwI9pAohlEgWCcY38z8zhNTmsfy3kwS5kc4lDzkFI2VHqs9FMkI++Nqv1xxa+4cZJV4OalAjma//NUbxDSNmDRUoNZdz02Mn6EynAo2LfVSzRKkYxyyrqUSI6b9bH7xlJxZZUDCWNmShszV3xMZRlpPosB2RmhGetmbif953dSEV37GZZIaJuliUZgKYmIye58MuGLUiIklSBW3txI6QoXU2JBKNgRv+eVV0q7XvIta/a5eaVzncRThBE7hHDy4hAbcQhNaQEHCM7zCm6OdF+fd+Vi0Fpx85hj+wPn8AcnokFc=</latexit>↵k

<latexit sha1_base64="BjHMtNd0mUlEH7568s5PTWXkV5E=">AAAB8XicbVA9TwJBEJ3DL8Qv1NJmI5hYkTsKtSTaWGIiHxEuZG7Zg5W9vcvungkh/AsbC42x9d/Y+W9c4AoFXzLJy3szmZkXJIJr47rfTm5tfWNzK79d2Nnd2z8oHh41dZwqyho0FrFqB6iZ4JI1DDeCtRPFMAoEawWjm5nfemJK81jem3HC/AgHkoecorHSQ7mLIhli77HcK5bcijsHWSVeRkqQod4rfnX7MU0jJg0VqHXHcxPjT1AZTgWbFrqpZgnSEQ5Yx1KJEdP+ZH7xlJxZpU/CWNmShszV3xMTjLQeR4HtjNAM9bI3E//zOqkJr/wJl0lqmKSLRWEqiInJ7H3S54pRI8aWIFXc3kroEBVSY0Mq2BC85ZdXSbNa8S4q1btqqXadxZGHEziFc/DgEmpwC3VoAAUJz/AKb452Xpx352PRmnOymWP4A+fzB8hjkFY=</latexit>↵j

Sam
ple 

pla
ne

Distal 

end 

<latexit sha1_base64="YWw7CXBrtbSS1EAAFdb9Y8ItRno=">AAACQ3icbZC7TsMwFIYd7pQ7jCwWLRJTlXQARgQLY5EoFJqqck7c1sKXyHZAVZSnYIXH4SF4BjbEioTTZoCWI9n69X8+Osd/lHBmrO+/e3PzC4tLyyurlbX1jc2t7Z3dG6NSDbQFiivdjoihnEnassxy2k40JSLi9DZ6uCj47SPVhil5bUcJ7QoykKzPgFhn3dVC4Pi+59d621W/7o8Lz4qgFFVUVrO349XCWEEqqLTAiTGdwE9sNyPaMuA0r4SpoQmBBzKgHSclEdR0s/HGOT50Toz7SrsjLR67vzsyIowZici9FMQOzTQrzP9YJ7X9027GZJJaKmEyqJ9ybBUuvo9jpilYPnKCgGZuVwxDoglYF1IllPQJlBBExlkYmdxdisfFIornUzRytJjvxF8CvCRAeO5yDaZTnBU3jXpwXG9cNapn52XCK2gfHaAjFKATdIYuURO1ECCBntELevXevA/v0/uaPJ3zyp499Ke87x++BbHK</latexit>Z0
<latexit sha1_base64="814W0YpaCtrvXDOn8spSkcAIAg8="></latexit>

y(f ;↵,⌦)

<latexit sha1_base64="VWlh2ViXXuKCbBJplrfqP6Bl7fE=">AAAB+3icdVDLSsNAFJ3UV62vqks3g0VwFSatNXVXdOOygn1AG8pkMmmHTh7MTIQS8hFudelO3PoxrvwVJ2kFK3rgwuGcc7kPN+ZMKoQ+jNLa+sbmVnm7srO7t39QPTzqySgRhHZJxCMxcLGknIW0q5jidBALigOX0747u8n9/gMVkkXhvZrH1AnwJGQ+I1hpqT/iOurhcbWGzCtkN1tNmBNUtwtiNZDdgJaJCtTAEp1x9XPkRSQJaKgIx1IOLRQrJ8VCMcJpVhklksaYzPCEDjUNcUClkxbrZvBMKx70I6ErVLBQf3akOJByHrg6GWA1lb+9XPzLGybKbzkpC+NE0ZAsBvkJhyqC+e3QY4ISxeeaYCKY3hWSKRaYKP2hlSmZ/sj32fB/0qub1qVZv7uota+XvymDE3AKzoEFbNAGt6ADuoCAGXgET+DZyIwX49V4W0RLxrLnGKzAeP8CDE+Vjw==</latexit>

�
Laser

<latexit sha1_base64="mLc04YledUWHTP5eCkJ8xE9LmOs=">AAAB+nicbVA7T8MwGHTKq5RXCiOLRYvEVCUdgLGChbFI9CG1UeQ4Tmvq2JHtgKrQn8LCAEKs/BI2/g1OmwFaTrJ8uvs++XxBwqjSjvNtldbWNza3ytuVnd29/QO7ethVIpWYdLBgQvYDpAijnHQ01Yz0E0lQHDDSCybXud97IFJRwe/0NCFejEacRhQjbSTfrtaHgWChmsbmgol/X/ftmtNw5oCrxC1IDRRo+/bXMBQ4jQnXmCGlBq6TaC9DUlPMyKwyTBVJEJ6gERkYylFMlJfNo8/gqVFCGAlpDtdwrv7eyFCs8nBmMkZ6rJa9XPzPG6Q6uvQyypNUE44XD0Upg1rAvAcYUkmwZlNDEJbUZIV4jCTC2rRVMSW4y19eJd1mwz1vNG+btdZVUUcZHIMTcAZccAFa4Aa0QQdg8AiewSt4s56sF+vd+liMlqxi5wj8gfX5A5Msk44=</latexit>pj

<latexit sha1_base64="SdHqrc0WXhKdzKnpYnXhG4hKfvg=">AAAB6nicbVA9TwJBEJ3DL8Qv1NJmI5hYkTsKtSTaWGIUJIEL2dvbgw17e5fdORNC+Ak2Fhpj6y+y89+4wBUKvmSSl/dmMjMvSKUw6LrfTmFtfWNzq7hd2tnd2z8oHx61TZJpxlsskYnuBNRwKRRvoUDJO6nmNA4kfwxGNzP/8YlrIxL1gOOU+zEdKBEJRtFK99Ww2i9X3Jo7B1klXk4qkKPZL3/1woRlMVfIJDWm67kp+hOqUTDJp6VeZnhK2YgOeNdSRWNu/Mn81Ck5s0pIokTbUkjm6u+JCY2NGceB7YwpDs2yNxP/87oZRlf+RKg0Q67YYlGUSYIJmf1NQqE5Qzm2hDIt7K2EDammDG06JRuCt/zyKmnXa95FrX5XrzSu8ziKcAKncA4eXEIDbqEJLWAwgGd4hTdHOi/Ou/OxaC04+cwx/IHz+QOBOI1J</latexit>

d

<latexit sha1_base64="30TIYI1/DTNnU+/49d5eivgY7eE=">AAACBnicbVC7TsMwFHXKq5RXgJHFokIqS5VUCBgrWBiLoA+pjSrHcVqrjh3ZTkUVdecjWGFkQ6z8BhO/gtNmoC1Xsnx0zr265x4/ZlRpx/m2CmvrG5tbxe3Szu7e/oF9eNRSIpGYNLFgQnZ8pAijnDQ11Yx0YklQ5DPS9ke3md4eE6mo4I96EhMvQgNOQ4qRNlTfth8qPV+wQE0i88Gn875ddqrOrOAqcHNQBnk1+vZPLxA4iQjXmCGluq4Tay9FUlPMyLTUSxSJER6hAekayFFElJfOnE/hmWECGAppHtdwxv6dSFGkMmumM0J6qJa1jPxP6yY6vPZSyuNEE47ni8KEQS1gFgMMqCRYs4kBCEtqvEI8RBJhbcJa2DI1ibjL96+CVq3qXlZr9xfl+k2eTRGcgFNQAS64AnVwBxqgCTAYgxfwCt6sZ+vd+rA+560FK585Bgtlff0CTeGY3A==</latexit>

S(x)

Vignetting
<latexit sha1_base64="MPVzSkZXe+VmBmu+0g+Wzc1nanM=">AAACBnicdVC7TsMwFHV4lvIKMLJYVEhliZIICt0qWBiLRB9SG1WO47RWHSeynUJVdecjWGFkQ6z8BhO/gtMUiSK4kuWjc+7VPff4CaNS2faHsbS8srq2Xtgobm5t7+yae/tNGacCkwaOWSzaPpKEUU4aiipG2okgKPIZafnDq0xvjYiQNOa3apwQL0J9TkOKkdJUzzTvyl0/ZoEcR/qD9yc9s2RbbrXi2lWYg7NKDpyqCx3LnlUJzKveMz+7QYzTiHCFGZKy49iJ8iZIKIoZmRa7qSQJwkPUJx0NOYqI9CYz51N4rJkAhrHQjys4Y39OTFAkM2u6M0JqIH9rGfmX1klVeOFNKE9SRTjOF4UpgyqGWQwwoIJgxcYaICyo9grxAAmElQ5rYctUJ/J9NvwfNF3LqVjuzWmpdjnPpgAOwREoAwecgxq4BnXQABiMwCN4As/Gg/FivBpveeuSMZ85AAtlvH8BCrqZVw==</latexit>

w(x)

<latexit sha1_base64="EWNecRViH5eUI8JMIBxSI9X2abU="></latexit>⇡ ↵⇤ I⌦[w f ]↵

Rank-one projection

<latexit sha1_base64="aXGFWqvSxIGR2JYZAFtdK9f9n1k="></latexit>

↵ = (↵1, · · · , ↵Q)>
SLM confi Q cores located on

<latexit sha1_base64="pNp0xEOpxUHNqCgyDTW4zaks7DM="></latexit>

⌦ = {pq}Q
q=1

(b)

Figure 1: (a) Working principle of an MCF lensless endoscope with fiber cores
aranged in Fermat’s golden spiral and in raster scanning mode. (b) Interfero-
metric LE and its link with ROPs of the interferometric matrix.

ing model of SI is factorized as a partial Fourier sensing of the
sample image followed by rank-one projections of an interfero-
metric matrix encoding this Fourier sampling. This allows us to
characterize the sample complexity of the system, i.e., the min-
imal number of SLM configurations (or speckle illuminations)
required to estimate an accurate sample image.

2 Sensing model

Considering an MCF with diameter d and Q fiber cores (see
Fig. 1-(b)) whose locations on the MCF distal end Z0 are in
Ω := {pq}Qq=1 ⊂ R2, and assuming a planar sample in the
plane Z at a distance z from Z0, by optically shaping the light
wavefront with an SLM, we can set to αq ∈ C the complex
amplitude of the electromagnetic field at each fiber core pq .
Writing α = (α1, · · · , αQ)> ∈ CQ and x ∈ R2 a point on
Z , under the far-field approximation z � d2/λ (with λ the
laser wavelength) the illumination produced by the MCF on Z
reads [4]

S(x;α) ≈ 1
(λz)2 w(x)

∣∣∑Q
q=1 αqe

2πi
λz p>

q x
∣∣2,

where w is a smooth vignetting function—a Gaussian enve-
lope with a diameter inversely proportional to the fiber cores
diameter—determining the FOV. In RS mode, a focused beam
can be obtained in Z when the Q fiber core locations in Ω are
arranged in a Fermat’s golden spiral shape [1]; we will restrict
our analysis to this configuration. The LE collects a fraction
c ∈ (0, 1) of the light y globally re-emitted by the sample—
as modeled by the fluorophore density map f(x)—under the



illumination S. For short time exposure and low intensity illu-
mination, fluorescence theory provides (in a noiseless regime)

y(f ;α,Ω) = c

∫
R2

S(x;α)f(x)dx

=

Q∑
j,k=1

αjα
∗
k

∫
R2

e
2πi
λz (pj−pk)>xw(x)f(x)dx ∈ R+,

with the number of collected photons y being Poisson dis-
tributed. Therefore, introducing the interferometry matrix
IΩ[g] ∈ CQ×Q such that, for a function g : R2 → R,
(IΩ[g])jk :=

∫
R2 e

2πi
λz (pk−pj)>xg(x)dx with IΩ[g] Hermi-

tian, assuming c = 1 and considering the scenario where we
collect M LE observations y = (y1, · · · , yM )>, each associ-
ated with a specific αm for 1 6 m 6M ,

y(f ;αm,Ω) = α∗m IΩ[f̄ ]αm =
〈
αmα

∗
m,IΩ

[
f̄
]〉
F
,

with f̄ := wf is the image f vignetted byw. Under a high pho-
ton counting regime, and gathering all possible noise sources in
an additive term n, we can thus compactly write the SI sensing
as
y = A ◦ IΩ

[
f̄
]

+ n, with(A[H])m := α∗mHαm,

forH = H∗ and 1 6 m 6M.
(1)

We thus observe that (1) is tantamount to first sampling the
Fourier transform of f̄ over frequencies selected in the differ-
ence set V := 2π

λz (Ω−Ω) = { 2π
λz (pk−pj)}Qj,k=1, and next per-

forming M rank-one projections (ROP [5, 6]) of IΩ[f̄ ] as de-
termined by A and the complex amplitude vectors {αm}Mm=1.
Thus, the SI sensing corresponds to a specific interferometric
system: assuming we collect enough ROP observations, we
can potentially estimate the interferometry matrix IΩ[f̄ ]. The
system is thus equivalent to the radio-interferometry principles
[7]—each fiber core playing somehow the role of a radio tele-
scope and each entry of (IΩ[f̄ ])kl probing the frequency con-
tent of f̄ on the “visibility” νjk := 2π

λz (pk − pj).

3 Interferometric structural models

If one aims to image a vignetted sample that is K-sparse in the
spatial domain, i.e., it is composed of a few spikes as f̄(x) =∑K
i=1 ρiδ(x − xi) for K � Q, the entry "jk" of the interfer-

ometric matrix reads IΩ

[
f̄
]
jk

=
∑K
i=1 ρie

i2π(pj−pk)>xi . We
can therefore write the interferometric matrix as

IΩ

[
f̄
]

=
∑
i

ρiu(xi)u
∗(xi), u(x)j := ei2πp>

j x,

which shows that it is low-rank with rank K. More gener-
ally, for a sample f̄ that can be assumed sparsely represented
in a collection of functions {ψk}dk=1 (e.g., a wavelet basis
for bandlimited function supported inside Ω), i.e., f̄(x) =∑d
k=1 ρkψk(x) with ‖ρ‖0 = K � d, then

IΩ[f̄ ] =

K∑
k|ρk 6=0

ρkIΩ[ψk].

This last expression highlights that the interferometric matrix
belongs to a subspace of dimension K. With this assumption,
each noiseless observation becomes

ym = α∗mIΩ[f̄ ]αm =
∑
k

ρkα
∗
mIΩ[ψk]αm.

Therefore, the sensing model can be recast as the linear CS
model y = Φρ, with the subtle difference in the statistical
distribution of the coefficients in Φ that are not independent
compared to classical CS.

4 Image reconstruction

Assuming the sample f̄ ∈ Ω is band-limited, we are interested
in accurately estimating a sampling f ∈ RN of f̄ We consider
a discretisation of (1) that reads

y = A ◦ ĨΩ[f ] + n,with ĨΩ[f ] = RṼFf ,

where F is the Fourier matrix and RṼ : CN 7→ CQ×Q is
the restriction to the set Ṽ obtained as a Cartesian gridding of
the (off-grid) difference set V (reached by nearest neighbors).
From the factorization of this model, we first conclude that the
set Ṽ should ideally be composed of as many distinct frequen-
cies as possible (except for the zero frequency that has mul-
tiplicity Q) to improve our knowledge of f . Interestingly, we
can show numerically that Fermat’s gold spiral arrangement en-
sures the unicity of the visibilities ν̃jk when j 6= k, i.e., Ṽ is
composed of Q(Q − 1) + 1 distinct frequencies. In a noise-
less scenario, we have shown that there exists a combination
of M0 = O(Q2) deterministic ROP observations that exactly
recovers ĨΩ[f̄ ]. Therefore, in a compressive setting, we could
first leverage the low-complexity structure of ĨΩ[f̄ ]—as in-
duced from that of f—to recover ĨΩ[f ] from M < M0 ran-
dom complex ROPs, and then infer f from its Q(Q − 1) + 1
frequencies encoded in ĨΩ[f ], this second step being similar
to the inverse problem posed in radio-interferometry [7, 8]. In
a simpler case where the cores are placed at all integer posi-
tions, the interferometric matrix is shown to be circulant and
low-rank, i.e., ĨΩ[f ] = T ◦ Ff where T : CN 7→ CN×N is
the operator that turns a vector into a circulant matrix. In this
situation, the sensing operator B respects a specific RIP-`2/`1
property over the set of sparse images—thus extending former
approaches restricted to real sparse and low-rank matrices [5],
and the RIP of random partial Fourier sensing characterized by
Ṽ [9]. Proposition 4.1 shows that proving this RIP-`2/`1 for
B implies we can reliably estimate it in a single basis pursuit
denoising program (BPDN) with an `1 fidelity term. This hap-
pens with high probability if the vectors {αm}Mm=1 are random
and sub-Gaussian, and both M and Q2 are large compared to
the sparsity level of f .

Proposition 4.1 (`2/`1 instance optimality of BPDN `1).
Let B := A ◦ T ◦ F be an operator that respects the
RIP`2/`1(k′, αk′ , βk′) for k′ ∈ {K, k +K} with K > 2k, and
1√
2
αk+K −βK

√
k√
K
> γ > 0, for some β > 0. Then, ∀f ∈ RN

, the estimate

f̂ ∈ arg min
u

‖u‖1 s.t.
∥∥B(f) + n︸ ︷︷ ︸

y

−B(u)
∥∥

1
6 ε

satisfies
‖f − f̂‖2 6 C

‖f − fK‖1√
K

+D
ε

m

The current theoretical derivations are accompanied by nu-
merical and experimental reconstruction results (not shown in
this abstract) that suggest Proposition 4.1 may also hold when
relaxing the cited assumptions. Additionnally, this may extend
to other optimisation problems like LASSO [10] or lagrangian
formulations with various regularization terms (`1 in the iden-
tity or orthonormal basis, total variation).
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