Exposure to Blood Donor Screening Questionnaire Creates Bias Against Men Who Have Sex with Men and Fails to Identify Individuals Who Practice HIV Transmission Risk Sexual Behaviors
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The Donor Questionnaire used by Canadian Blood Services to determine blood donor eligibility may unintentionally create bias against men who have sex with men (MSM).  In the blood donor screening questionnaire, questions about MSM status are sandwiched between nine other questions—concerning illegal drug use, imprisonment, sex trade work, and sexually transmitted infections—that represent highly stigmatized behaviours and attributes. Our research explores whether the Canadian Blood Services donor questionnaire may unintentionally generate negative attitudes towards MSM and whether it may fail to comprehensively identify individuals who have engaged in HIV transmission risk sexual behaviors. 
Methods
A national sample of Canadian Blood Services donors (N = 931) was recruited online and randomized to complete the standard Donor Questionnaire or a modified Donor Questionnaire that repositions the item about MSM contact during the past year so that it is embedded within a set of neutral rather than a set highly stigmatized (e.g., illegal drug use, imprisonment, sex trade work, etc.) behavioral questions. After completing the standard or modified Donor Questionnaire, participants completed a gay—straight Implicit Attitudes Test (IAT) and the Modern Homonegativity Scale (MHS-G) and estimated the prevalence of a number of stigmatized behaviors among MSM. Participants then reported whether they have engaged in specific HIV transmission risk sexual behaviors (unprotected vaginal and unprotected anal intercourse with more than one partner) in the past year. 
Results
Blood donors who completed the standard Donor Questionnaire expressed more negative attitudes towards MSM as measured by the IAT compared to those who completed the modified Donor Questionnaire, t (930) = 1.77, p = .038. Direct measures of attitudes towards MSM (Modern Homonegativity) and estimates of stigmatized behaviors among MSM did not differ as a function of donor questionnaire. 
Blood donor responses to assessments of HIV transmission risk sexual behaviors showed nontrivial levels of risk. Among those who did not report MSM sexual behavior, 72/868 respondents reported unprotected penile—vaginal sex with more than one partner during the past year and 7/859 reported unprotected penile—anal sex with more than one partner during the past year. 
Conclusion
Results of this large scale study show that completion of the standard Donor Questionnaire may unintentionally generate attitudinal bias against MSM and that assessment of specific HIV transmission risk sexual behaviors detects a nontrivial level of HIV transmission sexual risk behavior not detected by the MSM donor screening question.  
