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COGNITIVE ISSUES IN THE LONG SCOTIST TRADITION
The late-scholastic school of Scotism (after John Duns Scotus, † 1308) 
had considerable room for disagreement. This volume innovatively 
demonstrates just how vividly Scotist philosophers and theologians 
discussed cognitive matters from the 14th until the 17th century. It 
further shows how the Scotist ideas were received in Protestant and 
Reformed milieus.
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Short Introduction to a Long Tradition –
And to this Volume

Claus A. Andersen

1. The Long Scotist Tradition:
Historiographical Observations

The Scotist tradition is transepochal in nature. It originates in the early four-
teenth century, when the early followers and Franciscan confreres of John Duns
Scotus (1265/66–1308) trotted in his proverbial footsteps, studying, interpreting,
and in many cases significantly transforming his philosophical and theological
doctrines – and it lasted well into the eighteenth century, when the traditional
scholastic schools, including the Scotist one, declined and ultimately vanished
from the scene. In some places, though, namely in such places where the Fran-
ciscan Order maintained its position in the local educational system, Scotist uni-
versity training continued even subsequently. One example of this phenomenon
is the University of Mallorca which had Scotist philosophical and theological
chairs until as late as 1824.1 In addition, the Neo-Scholastic movement of the
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries displayed a Scotist current independent
of the dominant and much more well-known Thomist one. On top of this, of
course, comes Duns Scotus’s influence on authors not affiliated with the Scotist
tradition proper, but rather adhering to other traditions of thought, be they
scholastic or not.

Work on this introduction as well as the editorial work on the whole volume has been funded
by the Czech Science Foundation (project “Theory of Cognition in Baroque Scotism”, grant no.
GAČR 20–01710S). The volume gathers the papers given at the online conference Cognitive
Issues in the Long Scotist Tradition, February 11–13, 2021, organized by Daniel Heider and
myself and hosted by the University of South Bohemia, České Budějovice (Czech Republic); cf.
Andersen, “Report on the Conference” (with short appreciations also of two papers that for
various reasons did not enter this volume). I thank Daniel Heider for his comments on draft
versions of this introduction and Robert Andrews for proofreading and valuable suggestions.
Daniel Heider and I wish to express our gratitude to the editors of the book series Medieval
and Early Modern Philosophy for adopting the present volume in their series.
1 As documented in Ramis Barceló, “Las cátedras escotistas,” 317. Here and throughout
this section, I draw on the historiographical discussion in Andersen, Metaphysik im Barocksco-
tismus, 3–82. For the history of the shifting (though mostly negative) attitudes toward Scotus
outside of the Scotist tradition, up until the time of Gilson, see Pomplun, “John Duns Scotus in
the History of Medieval Philosophy.”
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