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A
SOME NOTES

ABOUT THE CONCEPT
AND THE VALUE

OF THE 6noavgol

IN THE GREEK
SANCTUARIES

Marco CAVALIERI®

Abstract: The paper focuses on a monumental
typology that contradistinguishes Greece's extra
urban panhellenic  sanctuaries. This paper has
been written with the intention fo facilitale a better
understanding regarding the purpose of these edifices
in the light of literary and archaeological research. This
analysis will lead to a discussion around the political
and ideclogical role that these small monuments have
had as venues for displaying famous items of great
importance for the sanctuary’s cult of divinization, and
also a discussion around the role of some structures that
were inherited as gifts for the sanctuary’s divine power
from various ,poleis», for some important political and
military actions.

Key words: 6noavpdc, moenument, Greece,
terminology, literary and  archeological ~ sources,
function. .

During the VIIth century B.C,
the expansion of the great extra-urban
sanctuaries' takes place in Greece and
important sites as Delphi, Olympia or Delos
develop themselves. These sanctuaries are
not only participating to the blooming of
the architecture that expresses itself trough
the erected majestic temples, but they are
also adorned by a muliitude of offerings

! TomrinsoN R.A., Greck Sanctuaries, London, 1976;
Roriey C., Les grands sanctuaires panthellénigues, in
Hicc R., The Greek Renaissance of the Eight Century
B.C. Tradition and Innovation, Stockholm, 1983,
pp. 109-114; Morean C., Athletes and oracles: the
transformation of Olympia and Delphi in the eighth
century BC, Cambridge, 1990; Marinatos N. et HAGG
R. (eds.), Greek sanctuaries, New Approaches, London
et New-York, 1993. ‘
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