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« Diversity ». 
A word 
naming (a) 
public 
problem(s)

• The word:
• Fuzzy, polysemous, flexible, consensual, (Auboussier

et al., 2023; Derinöz, 2023; Devriendt, 2012; 
Rajasekar, Aguilar-Champeau, and Hartmann, 2022)

• A formula (Krieg-Planque 2009; Bruneel 2018 ; 
Derinöz 2023 ; Sholomon-Kornblit 2019 ; Seurrat and 
Bruneel 2018), reshaping the social imaginary 
(Vertovec, 2012)

• The public problem:
• Pragmatist approach to the public problem (Neveu 

2015; Cefaï 1996, 2016): naming the problem, 
categorizing it, determines how we respond to it 
(Widmer 2010, Arquembourg 2016, Badau 2019).

• « Diversity » as public problemS (Derinöz 2023): 
minorities and discriminations (Bereni et Jaunait
2009; Adam 2006; Tandé 2013) ; Cultural exception, 
UNESCO and cultural diversity (Mathien 2013 ; 
Sholomon-Kornblit 2018), pluralism, etc.



Research design

• RQ: How does the public problem of “diversity in media” 
circulate in public policies and political discourses in 
francophone Belgium?
• How does it articulate with ICC?
• Does it compete with analogous public problems? 

• Discourse analysis: lexicometry and qualitative analysis
• Corpus: verbatim reports of the parliamentary committee on 

Media (2009-September 2025) (n=296, 6615164 words)
à First look at the data



Belgian 
institutional 
complexity

• Federal country divided in separated 
entities with specific competencies
• Language-based « Communities » 

(Flemish, French, German): Education, 
culture, media, …
• Territory-based « Regions » (Flanders, 

Wallonia, Brussels): Economics

• To add to the complexity: 
• Some competencies are transversal (equal 

opportunities, rights of women, etc.)
• Some Government mix Communities and 

Region competencies
• Changing political coalitions

So, who can develop diversity
policies targeting ICCs ? Source: wikipédia



Corpus themes (CHD)



Discourses and policies 
targeting ICCs (?)

« Industrie(s) culturelle(s) et 
créative(s) »

« Industrie(s) » culturelles et créatives

Intitulé occurrences
ICC 9
culturelle(s) ET 
créative(s) 50
culturelle(s) 32
créative(s) 8
total 99

Cooccurrent Fréquence CoFréquence Indice Distance moyenne
créatives 126 48 109 1,7
musicale 201 39 76 0,1
culturelles 1895 59 66 0,2
audiovisuelle 509 34 49 0,5
l’ 139361 286 30 2,1
développement 2971 34 24 2,4
cinématographique 116 11 18 0
vidéo 625 14 14 2,2
disque 18 6 13 1,5
soutien 3744 26 13 4,3
jeu 463 12 13 1
créative 101 8 12 1,4
pharmaceutique 26 6 12 0
et 150436 239 12 3,8
cinéma 2017 19 12 3
culturelle 2339 20 12 0,2
automobile 25 5 10 2,4
véritable 698 11 9 1
alimentaire 123 6 8 0
belge 2025 14 7 2,2
production 1713 13 7 2,9
objectif 2429 15 7 5,5
développer 1500 12 7 2,2
croissance 195 6 7 3,7
séries 509 8 7 4,8
soutenir 2209 14 7 2,3
innovation 212 6 7 5
israélienne 10 3 6 3,3
fiction 125 5 6 3,6
européenne 2117 13 6 4,2



Discourses about 
diversity in media

CHD sur classe 6 « média



Articulation with policies 
about diversity in media

• Framed by the public policies and actions of 
the Minister
• Depending on their competencies
• Influence of the political ideology (?)

• Influence of the context
• Path-dependency
• Strong focus on audiovisual and journalism
• Influence of the initial framing for other ICCs 

diversity policies and discourses



Focus 
on 
Cinema



Competition with analogous public 
problems (?)

• Diversity (and equality) as the 
central framing (?)
• Does not seem to “replace” other 

public problems:
• They do not seem to be really spoken 

about before ;
• Some appear later (racism, sexism, 

inclusion).

à Needs further analyses



Conclusions

• Ministers’ actions and discourses, and 
policy path-dependency seem to frame 
the topic.

• Unpoliticized discourses but vector to 
reinvest some topics that were unspoken 
(racism, sexism) ?

• Impossibility to develop ambitious and 
coherent policies for diversity in ICCs? 
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