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THE SERIES: CITIZENS’ ASSEMBLIES AND MINI-PUBLICS

The titles in this series assess the strengths and weaknesses of the use of citizens’ 
assemblies and mini-publics for democracy around the globe, in theory and practice. 
Theoretically and methodologically pluralistic, the series includes a diversity of voices 
and disciplines. It aims to push the fi eld forward and to rejuvenate contemporary 
debates in order to set the agenda for research and practice in the fi eld. It will enable 
coordinated and in-depth exploration of perennial and emerging pertinent issues on 
citizens’ assemblies and mini-publics.  CITIZENS’ ASSEMBLIES

AND MINI-PUBLICS
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CAMP

Citizens’ Assemblies (CAs) are fl ourishing around the world. Quite often composed of 
randomly selected citizens, CAs, arguably, come as a possible answer to contemporary 
democratic challenges. Democracies worldwide are indeed confronted with a series of 
disruptive phenomena such as a widespread perception of distrust and growing polar-
ization as well as low performance. Many actors seek to reinvigorate democracy with 
citizen participation and deliberation. CAs are expected to have the potential to meet 
this twofold objective. But, despite deliberative and inclusive qualities of CAs, many 
questions remain open. The increasing popularity of CAs calls for a holistic refl ection 
and evaluation on their origins, current uses and future directions. 
The De Gruyter Handbook of Citizens’ Assemblies showcases the state of the art 
around the study of CAs and opens novel perspectives informed by multidisciplinary 
research and renewed thinking about deliberative participatory processes. It discusses 
the latest theoretical, empirical, and methodological scientifi c developments on CAs 
and offers a unique resource for scholars, decision-makers, practitioners, and curious 
citizens to better understand the qualities, purposes, promises but also pitfalls of CAs.

Min Reuchamps is Professor of Political Science at the Université catholique de Louvain (UCLouvain), 
Belgium.

Yanina Welp is Research Fellow at the Albert Hirschman Centre on Democracy, Graduate Institute in 
Geneva (Switzerland) and co-founder of the Red de Politólogas.

Julien Vrydagh is a postdoctoral researcher at the University of Stuttgart working on the ERC funded 
project “Designing Democracy on Mars and Earth”.

https://doi.org/10.1515/9783110758269


4



5



6



7



8



Et vous, 
comment faites-

vous ?


