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A different Vorlage?

® Hebrew witnesses
e MT
¢ 4QRuth? 2> THn"Hr
e MS 5441 = 15[
= \/ersions
e Certain Greek manuscripts
* Vulgata m) Elimelech
e Syriac version till 2,11
e Targum of Ruth
® | iterary or internal criticism
* Divine royalty
* Opposition between the name and his action

* Difficilior lectio potior













Ruth 1,1-3
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It was when the judges were judging, and there was a famine in the land, and a man went
from Baithleem in louda to sojourn in the countryside of Moab, he and his wife and his sons.
The name of the man was Abimelech, and the name of his wife Noemin, and the name of his
two sons Maalon and Chelaion, Ephrathites from Baithleem in louda. They went into the
countryside of Moab and remained there. And Abimelech, the husband of Noemin, died, and
she was left, she and her two sons. (NETS)




- ® The name of Abimelech is not the only element whose meaning refers to
“father”: the name of Moab, direction of his departure, destination of his

moving and place where he “is, remains and dies”, may be also “punning”
on Hebrew a (“father”).

» the LXX offers a coherent pater familias, who by his name and through his
action refers to “father”

® Theological implications of the divine absence from the name Abimelech

» the LXX does not reveal the divine presence in the scene, characterised by
the famine, the moving out from Baithleem and death

» God appears in the narrative for the first time in 1,6, when the initial tragic
situation begins to reverse and when the women set out on the road
thanks to divine action (motus primus which allows the change of the
initial situation)
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