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Analysis of the rhetoric constructed on X (Twitter):
representations, arguments and ideological repertoire

Not a research about islamophobia or anti-muslim-sentiment
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Apostates began to unite in response to the attacks they faced due
to their apostasy, aiming to defend themselves and advocate for
acceptance within their communities. The violent responses to their
actions led some individuals to adopt highly critical positions.

What approach to ‘critique’?

A power tool for social, cultural and political change. It helps to
highlighting injustices, inequalities (as well as illogical reasoning).
Zlenkowski (2017, 2018) proposes a notion of criticism as public
metadiscourse that enables individuals to recognize, rearticulate,

and/or reconfigure the logics and rationalities that lead to social
suffering.
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The corpus consists primarily of multimodal productions (Tweets)

Texts, Emojis, Images, GIFs, Videos, Sounds, (all semiotic forms)
Hashtags #

Tweet Classification

1. Tweet (Simple and Compound): text + image, gif, or video.
2. Retweet: Reposting with or without comment
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Research Questions:

Multimodal Representations

ISLAM(ISMS) APOSTASY

h 4 h 4

How are Islam(isms) How is apostasy
represented/ portrayed in the represented/portrayed in
multimodal critical discourse the multimodal critical

of ex-Muslims? discourse of apostates?




Research Questions:

Critique and Argumentation

ISLAM/ISMS APOSTASY

h 4 h 4

How is Islam(isms) criticized What arguments are

and what arguments are deployed to valorize
deployed to support this apostasy and apostates?
critique and delegitimize

Islam(isms) ?
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Analysis framework(CMDA)

e Description
Micro: Analysis of multimodal texts (Semiotics of the image) « Interpretation

e Explanation

e Description
Meso: Analysis of discursive practices e Interpretation
 Explanation

e Description
Macro: Analysis of social discursive practices « Interpretation

e Explanation
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Translate post

EQlIe

MUSULMAN

< Réponses

@ , ilyalh
Cayest,jesorsdelislam, je suis
finalement convaincu, vous m'avez
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merci, grace a tes vidéos
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Ma nouvelle vidéo « Je réponds a Jésus Musulman et je DEMONTE sa critique
de mon livre (droit de réponse) » est sur Youtube : youtube.com
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Réponse au livre de Majid Oukacha : "100 contradictions et erreurs scientifigues dans le Coran”
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& Majid Oukacha € @MajidOukacha - Oct 24
Ma nouvelle vidéo « Je réponds a Jésus Musulman et je DEMONTE sa critique
de mon livre (droit de réponse) » est sur Youtube : youtube.com

"Welcome to the family of ex-Muslims!"

Responses

"That’s it, I'm leaving Islam. I'm finally
convinced, you've opened my eyes. | feel
free. Thank you, thanks to your videos."



Representation  Underlying Representation  Underlying
Islam(isms) arguments apostasy arguments

Dogma

darkness Restrictions

Family Belonging

. No fread Freedom
prison o freedom Fye opening Truth
Feeling of being
, : Religion from : saved
I'm leaving which one can exit Gratitude Emancipation

These representations and arguments can reinforce the idea that Islam is incompatible with
the values of individual freedom and personal autonomy pointing towards a certain ideology




That was the first tweet, hundreds more to go :)



