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From the louv3x team’s perspective

Présentateur
Commentaires de présentation
Interdisciplinary team // iteration production process



Motivation to provide access to learning
ressources

Offer a possibility to learn basics concepts of political science in order to 
being able to reflect on every-day political news

Build an online learning community with interest in political issues in the 
French-speaking world
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Several news-papers based assessments
Suprising how much people wants to learn about



edX.org learning platform screencast

Motivation to discover new possibilities to 
mediate knowledge with digital tools
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5 weeks on what is political science, State, Democraty, Ideologies and Power.



Social dimension
Individual Collective

Epistemological
dimension

Objectivistic Watching a video about
paradigms and the evolution
of frontiers.

Uploading an electoral
poster that illustrates an
ideology and its connection
with power, commenting
thereon for the other
learners and discussing the
pictures posted by the
others.

Constructivist Supplying a “word-cloud”
around the “politics” notion.
Contributing to a wiki page,
depending on one’s home
country, to exchange ideas
about the question: “How is
your State organized?”

Reading extracts (commen-
ted upon by professors) from
The Prince by Machiavelli,
then discussing, in a critical
perspective, the question:
“Does the end justify the
means?” Making a filmed
interview (short video clip),
posting it, and then reacting
to comments.

Table II: Louv3x diverse operating methods, according to the Arbaugh
and Benbunan-Fich pattern (2006)



A possibility to experiment different
pedagogical methods within a team based
initiative

A room for more diversity into the classroom, 
bringing global point of views on different political
realities into the classroom

Stopping with 2 hours delivering content class based
by flipping the residential class

>> designing collaboratively in-person learning scenarios

>>> proposing more active learning activies to 
residential students
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As an introduction to political science, the course mainly rests upon the course that the professors used to teach in auditorium since a few years. >> willing to change, challenge to manage big groups 




Louv3x MOOC « discovering political
science » overall timeline

Edition 1 - Spring 2014

Registered: 7667

Certification: 18%

Successful active 
learners: 86%

Edition 2 - Fall 2015

Registered: 5661

Certification: 
16.5%

Successful active 
learners: 42%

Edition 3 - Spring 2015

Registered: 4490

Certification: 
17.2%

Successful active 
learners: 63%

Self-paced

Course  lenght: 6 weeks
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Définir active learner: completed an exercise after the 2nd week.



« Introduction to political science » on 
campus before the MOOC projet

Weekly 2 hour traditional class: delivering content to students (oral 
lectures with PPT) – Semester: 12/13 weeks long

Prof Min Reuchamps
Group between 200 and 300 students

Prof Nathalie Schiffino
Group between 70 and 100 students

Prof Pierre Baudewyns
Group between 200 and 300 students

Prof Vincent Legrand
Group between 500 and 600 students

Fall Spring



Recasting the residential course integrating
the MOOC: a way to foster students
participation

What is
political

science ?
State Democracy Ideologies Polical

actors Power

Students are asked to have completed the MOOC before attending the 
class. Activities designed to engage students in the classroom



Recasting the course integrating the MOOC

Fall Spring

What is
political

science ?
State Democracy Ideologies Polical

actors Power

What is
political

science ?
State Democracy Ideologies Polical

actors Power

What is
political

science ?
State Democracy Ideologies Polical

actors Power

What is
political

science ?
State Democracy Ideologies Polical

actors Power

Faculty members decided to build collaboratively the new in-class learning
scenarios, inviting their colleagues to facilitate one designated topic



Blending the course and running MOOC 
simultaneously on campus: combining two
different audiences

Residential learner centric VS global learning design 
developpment?

Learning rythms: need for time flexibility VS short 
deadlines 

Open to every-one VS university course level: how to 
manage pre-requisites

Need to design two different learning experiences and 
clearly establish the added-values of the residential in-
person class 

How to make those two audiences interact?
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High demand for online ressources vs resistance to change on campus (work overload) // Build a community that would exchange on the diversity of political forms, scenes and organization, not that much interactions between the two audiences.




Analyzing the learners’ demand side

Figure III: Distribution of individuals (absolute numbers) by country of residence

Source: edX – 2014 and 2015, from a sample of 7568 (edition 1), 5661 (edition 2) and 4490 (edition 3) individuals

The typical learner is a 30-year-old man who already 
graduated
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Analyzing learners’ motivations

Figure V: Distribution of individuals (%) by reason to take the course

Source: Authors, 2014 and 2015 – Data expressed as a percentage, from a sample of 1428 individuals (pre-questionnaire) for the 1st edition; from a 
sample of 1583 individuals (pre-questionnaire) for the 2nd edition and from a sample of 946 individuals (pre-questionnaire) for the third edition; the 

total is not always equal to 100 because of rounded percentages



Analyzing the learners’ demand side

a clear evolution of the skills acquisition feeling for 
the learners who answered the questionnaire after 
the MOOC.

Figure IX: Evolution of the skills acquisition feeling depending on the objectives
Edition 1
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Surveys as a way to get a better understanding of 
learners’ experience: but still partial

Need to develop design learning strategies
- better develop community building and 

social interaction online
- avoid mind-wandering in online learning: 

improving learners attention rates, 

Conclusion

The team is working to improve the in-person 
learning experience including more diversity of 
assessment (peer-assessment for example)
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keep the audience clicking




Thanks for your attention



Louv3x

Louv3x

bit.ly/Louv3x

moocXperience

Louvain moocxperience

uclouvain.be/mooc
edx.org/edx-blog

https://twitter.com/Louv3X
https://www.facebook.com/louv3X
http://www.bit.ly/Louv3x
https://twitter.com/moocXperience
https://www.facebook.com/moocXperience
http://www.uclouvain.be/mooc
http://www.edx.org/edx-blog




Realeasing content every week on the edX plateform
How did they audience react?

Drop-out effect

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5
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