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Athenian Weights

¼ stater

Mina = ½ stater

⅓ stater

⅙ stater

Stater
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Talent = 60 minas (26,2 kg) 1 ex.

Olympian Weights



4 Minas (1740 g) 12 ex.

Olympian Weights



3 Minas (1305 g) 1 ex.

Olympian Weights



2 Minas (870 g) 22 ex.

Olympian Weights



Mina (435 g) 52 ex.

Olympian Weights



½ Mina (217 g) 65 ex.

Olympian Weights



¼ Mina (109 g) 48 ex.

Olympian Weights



⅛ Mina (61 g) 44 ex.

Olympian Weights
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3 ex.
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Olympian Weights



9 ex.

Olympian Weights



Weight Increase

Mina = 100 drachmas
(435 g)

Mina = 105 drachmas
(454 g)

Mina = 112 drachmas
(487 g)
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General Principles of the Pondera Online Database

• MySQL relational database

• Based on the nomisma.org standards

• Online, Open access

• Selected contributors

• Trilingual: English, French, German

• Detailed search tools, in order to generate Excel tables, graphs, 
maps, etc.

• Conceived for ancient Greek weights, but easily adaptable to 
specific needs (e.g. other period and/or other region)

• Project funded by the Belgian Funds for Scientific Research 
(FNRS) for two years (July 2016 – July 2018)



Structure of the Pondera Online Database

• Photographs of the weight

• Denomination(s) of the weight (based on                       )

e.g. 1 Talent, 2 Minas, 1/3 Stater, etc.

• Place of production = “mint” (based on                       )

e.g. Athens, Olympia, etc.

• Finding Place (based on the IS0 3166-2)

e.g. Attica (GR-A1), Boiotia (GR-03), Euboia (GR-04), etc.

• Storage place(s)

e.g. Archaeological Society (25/05/1884 -31/12/1901), 
National Archaeological Museum (01/01/1902 - 13/06/1912), 
Numismatic Museum (13/06/1912 – today)



Structure of the Pondera Online Database

• Dating of the weight

e.g. Archaic period (8th–6th c. BCE), Classical period (5th-4th c. 
BCE), etc.

• Archaeological description:

- Material: e.g. bronze, lead, silver, stone, glass, etc. (cf.                     )

- Size (in cm): length x width x height (cf.                      ) 

- Shape: e.g. triangle, square, pyramid, sphere, etc.

- Main symbol: e.g. dolphin, turtle, amphora, etc. (cf.                     )

- Wear and conservation status (based on                       )



Structure of the Pondera Online Database

• Inscription (if any):

- Fac-simile

- Edition (based on          EpiDoc standards)

• Object description [free text].

• Metrological analysis:

- Weight (based on                      ): e.g. 220g (for ½ mina)

- Standard weight: e.g. 440g (i.e. 1 mina)

• Hyperlink to another database

• Free commentary

• Bibliography



Architecture of the Pondera Online Database
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Pie Chart



Distribution Graph
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Distribution Map



Pondera Online Team

Dr. Charles Doyen
Project leader

Dr. Simone Killen
Postdoc researcher

Louise Willocx
PhD student

Patrick Kalume
Computer technician

http://sites.uclouvain.be/pondera
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