
women of pre-set demographic is HPV 16, which is in
conconcurrence with epidemiological results for Eastern
Europe. By comparative analysis of the HPV16 and 31
distribution, the results imply a similarity in sensitivity to
infection.
Key messages:
� The susceptibility of young adults to HPV infection entails

a well-developed preventive medicine program is para-
mount, and not limited to this demographic.

� RT-PCR offers in-depth insight into the distribution of risk
of cancer to the screening team.
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Introduction:
While earlier views of health literacy focused on patients’ skills,
recent conceptualizations put the emphasis on matching
individuals’ functional, communicative and critical skills to
the information requirements of the health system. This
paradigm shift has given rise to the concept of health-literate
organizations. Yet while this concept is becoming better
known, the barriers and facilitators to its implementation
remain understudied. This study aims at understanding
patients’ perspective of how their health literacy levels are
being attended to by the healthcare system and enable their
decision-making process.
Methods:
The study took place at the oncology-hematology departments
in two sites of a Brussels-based hospital, serving two different
patient populations. The perceptions of 20 patients on existing
health literacy policies and procedures were evaluated through
semi-structured interviews based on the Enliven
Organisational Health Literacy Self-Assessment Resource,
CDC’s attributes of a health-literate organization, and the
International Self-Assessment Tool for Organizational Health
Literacy Responsiveness of Hospitals. The models underlying
these tools were used for the analysis of the results alongside
the WHO health literacy policy model.
Results:
Preliminary results revealed a weak understanding of the term
health literacy and poor comprehension of the impact and
importance of health literacy. The information given through
oral or written measures was considered sufficient but poorly
adapted to cultural and linguistic needs. Little or no
involvement was perceived in patient-related approach strate-
gies. Coordinating nurses were considered as the main source
of information.
Conclusions:
The weak ability of patients to understand the importance of
health literacy and its impact calls for a health literate
organization approach that allows the patient an accessible
and level-adapted environment that caters to all HL levels.
Key messages:
� Weak ability for patients to understand HL and it’s

importance shows how perception of adapted Health
Literate approaches are impacted.

� The need for health literate organizations through the
creation of interventions that cater the needs of patients,
health care staff and the organization.
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Background:
Health literacy (HL), refers to the cognitive and social qualities
that influence an individual’s motivation and capacity to
acquire, comprehend, and apply information to improve their
own health. Therefore, interventions targeting HL may allow a
better understanding of the illness leading to better-adapted
behaviors. Interventions targeting HL in an illness such as
cancer may be essential due to the high disease burden, the
availability of cancer screening programs, the complexity of
multimodal therapy, and the emphasis on cancer clinical trials.
This study will review systematic reviews that look into
different HL interventions in oncology and hematology
targeting patients, health care professionals, and/or organiza-
tional HL. The objective of this study is to highlight the already
studied factors and their effectiveness, in addition to high-
lighting the missing factors in light of recent findings on
different concepts within HL.
Methods:
A literature search was performed using terms such as Cancer
AND health literacy AND Interventions AND patients or
medical staff, or medical organizations in five different
multidisciplinary databases. Reviews that constituted studies
that targeted interventions in the oncology population and
explicitly mentioned HL as a factor or an outcome were
included.
Results:
A hundred and thirteen studies were retrieved. Seven studies fit
the criteria and were therefore included. The ongoing study’s
preliminary results show no intervention studies targeting
organizational HL. Most reviews included interventions at the
patient level. The effectiveness of the interventions varied
among studies. Most HL interventions targeted patient
communication skills training.
Conclusions:
Most of the interventions to date target HL through patient
education and communication making it difficult to apply HL
in the entirety of its definition, clinically.
Key messages:
� Interventions considered as Health Literacy interventions

often target solely patient education.
� A call for better use of the term Health Literacy is needed in

order to address the different aspects of englobed by HL
through its definition and its application.
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Background:
The capability approach offers a comprehensive framework for
the evaluation of conditions for wellbeing in terms of how well
society promotes equal opportunities, skills, and the ability to
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