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EDITORIAL

Promoting methodological expertise,
transparency, replication, and cumulative
learning

Introducing new manuscript types in the
International Journal of Learner Corpus Research

Magali Paquot and Marcus Callies

As repeatedly discussed in the literature, Learner Corpus Research (LCR) is a
field of enquiry whose potential will only unlock fully if the community is pre-
pared to take further steps towards methodological reform (Paquot & Plonsky,
2017; Gries, 2018) and if more and more diverse learner corpora are compiled
(e.g. Myles, 2015). Corpus compilation, however, is an extremely time-consuming
task and requires a high level of expertise in many different areas which are rarely
described and discussed sufficiently (e.g. protocols and ethical/legal procedures
for data collection, or data transcription and annotation guidelines). Similarly,
methodological transparency and documentation are key at all stages of a corpus-
linguistic study, ranging from corpus compilation to the qualitative and/or quan-
titative analysis of corpus data, but these crucial aspects of the research process
often do not receive the attention they deserve.

We believe it is essential to promote transparency and documentation of
research methodology and to give researchers engaged in advancing our method-
ological expertise in the field the recognition they deserve. One way to achieve
this is by publishing data reports that introduce open-access corpora and other
types of publications on research design and methodology in academic journals.
This is all the more important as the transparent documentation of methodology
and data sharing are a prerequisite for reproducibility and replicability, which
are considered by many to be fundamental for the progress of science (Marsden
& Plonsky, 2018). Enhanced methodological discussion about the various steps
involved in corpus compilation should also help answer repeated calls for more
standardization and the development of best practices and shared protocols for
data collection and annotation (Granger & Paquot, 2017; Tracy-Ventura, Paquot,
& Myles, in press).
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In order to further support and promote this growing trend towards
methodological awareness and reflection and to give LCR researchers a forum
to publish and gain recognition for their work in corpus development, compila-
tion, and annotation, as well as their development of other research material and
software tools, we have decided to introduce several new manuscript types in the
International Journal of Learner Corpus Research (IJLCR) as of 2020. These are
as follows:'

- CORPUS REPORTS present a detailed description of new learner corpora (i.e.
corpus design, collection, transcription, annotation and distribution). Such
reports should focus on learner corpora that are original in their design and/
or construction, widely accessible (stored online or available via a data repos-
itory) and with high potential of use by the research community.

-~  MATERIALS AND METHODS REPORTS provide details of the methods and pro-
tocols developed and materials used during a research cycle (e.g. corpus
annotation schemes, learner questionnaires). Researchers can co-submit their
report to IJLCR together with the original research article.

- SOFTWARE REPORTS present a detailed description of new software tools
or sets of code and how these can be used to compile, annotate and/or
analyze learner corpus data. Software reports should focus on tools that offer
researchers new ways to compile, annotate or analyse a learner corpus and are
available to the research community.

— SHARED TASK REPORTS present the cumulative results of shared tasks orga-
nized to promote research advancement by solving a problem of general
interest to the community on the basis of learner corpus data (e.g. error iden-
tification and correction, native language identification).

One SHARED TASK REPORT was already published in issue 6(1): Ballier, Canu,
Petitjean, Casso, Balhana, Alexopoulou, and Gaillat (2020) provide a summary of
the CAp 2018 Machine Learning (ML) competition whose goal was to produce a
machine learning system to predict learners’ proficiency levels from written texts
sampled from the L1 French component of the EF Cambridge Open Language
Database (EFCAMDAT; Geertzen, Alexopoulou, & Korhonen, 2013). The cur-
rent issue now features a CORPUS REPORT where Shatz describes the way he sam-
pled and improved the EFCAMDAT in various ways with the help of Natural
Language Processing techniques. We are also happy to include a MATERIALS AND

1. See our online guidelines (https://benjamins.com/catalog/ijlcr) for more information about
the different manuscript types, as well as other new submission requirements related, among
other things, to data citation and the reporting of corpus research findings, and Open Science
initiatives encouraged by the journal.
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METHODS REPORT where Larsson, Paquot, and Plonsky discuss the issue of inter-
rater reliability based on insights from a collaborative study on adverb placement.

LCR is entering its fourth decade. We believe there is already scope for the
field to try and reproduce findings from previous research in the form of REPLI-
CATION STUDIES which have received growing importance in the field of Sec-
ond Language Acquisition. The time is also ripe for assessing our methodological
practices more systematically (see Paquot & Plonsky, 2017), and taking stock of
learner corpus-based empirical findings, thus synthesizing the accumulated state
of knowledge. As discussed by Mizumoto, Plonsky, and Egbert (in press), “mas-
sive potential exists for meta-analysis as a means to synthesize findings systemat-
ically” in corpus linguistics. More generally, there is a need for more discussion
about our conceptual, theoretical, and methodological apparatus.

With these specific goals in mind, we also invite the following new types of
manuscripts:

- REPLICATION STUDIES are empirical studies motivated by a previously pub-
lished study (not necessarily published in the IJLCR). They reproduce and/or
extend the methodology proposed in an initial study of significant impact and
of credible methodological rigour within its domain of research. They aim to
verify findings and/or examine the generalizability of the insights obtained in
earlier learner corpus studies.

- REVIEW ARTICLES are systematic state-of-the-art analyses of research pub-
lished in the field. They offer a summary of findings and make critical obser-
vations on published research to date. Manuscripts submitted in this category
can be of two kinds: (1) reviews of study quality in LCR and (2) meta-analyses
in a particular domain of LCR.

- POSITION PAPERS are shorter essays (i.e. papers not based on original empiri-
cal research) motivated by current theoretical, methodological and/or educa-
tional issues that are of general interest to the community. We also welcome
responses to position papers.

We sincerely hope that these new publication formats will be welcomed by the
community and that the IJLCR will contribute to advance the conceptual, theo-
retical, methodological and empirical state of the art in the field.

Magali Paquot & Marcus Callies
IJLCR General Editors
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