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1. The emergence of a public issue: the unsuitability of
the Marien stadium
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Figure 1. View of the current stadium: Stade Marien

Source: Google Earth, 02/06/2025. This image contains data from GoogleLandsat / Copernicus, Data
SIO, NOAA, U.S. Navy, NGA, GEBCO. Source images taken from 29/03/2021 to 24/06/2023
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Figure 2. Map showing the protected area and the outdoor sports and recreation area for the Marien
stadium 

Source: CBR Government Decree initiating the classification procedure for the Joseph Marien Stadium
street-front building. Annex 2. 26/03/2009. Map adapted and completed by the authors by adding
colours to make the different zones more visible and a legend

2. New Forest stadium project on the agenda
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Figure 3. Location of the municipal plot targeted by the club for its new stadium at the Bempt site

Source: Google Maps, 12/05/2025. Source images from Airbus, Maxar Technologies (2025). Image
adapted by the authors to delimit the plot in question

On the right of the targeted plot, outlined in red, the path which winds between the pitches at the
Bempt sports complex is part of the “Promenade Verte”. The main road, which bends at the bottom left
near the Bruxelles-Propreté facilities (see below), corresponds to a section of Ring O. 
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Figure 4. Location in the PRAS area of the municipal plot targeted by the club for the construction of
its new stadium at the Bempt site

Source: PRAS, Map 3 - Land use (Plate 4/6). Adapted by the authors to delimit the parcel in question
and add a legend. Available at: http://urbanisme-bruxelles.hsp.be/sites/urbanisme-bruxelles.hsp.be/
files/carte3-affectations4.pdf

Please note that only the publication of PRAS maps in the Moniteur Belge is legally binding. 
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3. Regional expertise to assess the relevance of the
new Bempt stadium project 
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Figure 5. View of the Bertelson stadium above the Forest-national concert venue

Source: Google Earth, 02/06/2025. This image contains data from GoogleLandsat / Copernicus, Data
SIO, NOAA, U.S. Navy, NGA, GEBCO, IBCAO. Source images taken from 29/03/2021 to 24/06/2023
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the Bempt site has the most
potential. Nevertheless, there are a number of important points to consider

and the scope of the search for alternative sites should be widened
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4. An initial municipal decision rejecting the project for
a new stadium at the Bempt site
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5. The Region's unsuccessful attempt to facilitate the
municipality's approval of the new stadium project at
the Bempt site
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