Table 1: Research Design Audit

· 
· Evaluate whether bias in research design has been introduced by harm-focused or other ideological narratives or is otherwise present 
· Consider how self-selection and participant attrition may limit the generalizability of study findings
· Evaluate operational definitions and consider how they capture or fail to capture aspects of “pornography” and “use” that are of theoretical and applied interest
· Evaluate operational definitions and consider how they may influence interpretation of study results
· Evaluate operational definitions and consider their consistency or inconsistency with operational definitions in related studies
· Be wary of studies that implicitly frame correlational and longitudinal findings as causal evidence
· When causal models are asserted, determine whether alternative directional and third-variable models been discussed and empirically evaluated 
· Examine longitudinal studies for the use of prudent control variables that may provide alternative explanations for pornography’s assumed effects
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· In randomized control trials, it is important to evaluate the ecological validity of both the experimental manipulation(s) and the assessment(s) of outcome 
· Determine whether or not the study is adequately powered
· Scrutinize effect sizes and mean values to determine the clinical significance of the results
· Ascertain the extent that study findings are replicable or have been replicated
Table 2. Measuring Pornography Consumption
•    Consider whether or not specific conceptual and/or definitions of “pornography” and “use” may influence interpretation of the study's findings
•   Determine the extent to which operational definitions of "pornography” and “use" in a given study may have empirical evidence of construct validity and reliability
· Determine the extent to which the conceptual and/or operational definitions of "pornography” and “use" in a given study may limit or extend the comparability of the study's findings to other related work
· 
· 
· Be critical of the use of subjective definitions of pornography that stem from how a material is asserted to be used rather than what it portrays
· Contemplate the possibility that the motivations to use pornography may explain the correlates and assumed outcomes of pornography use
· Consider whether specific social/environmental contexts of pornography use play a role or should play a role in the study’s findings
· Do not assume that measures of the frequency of pornography use and the duration of pornography use assess the same construct
· Be sensitive to how violent pornography is defined, and consider the implications that specific definitions have for the study’s findings
Tables 3. Measuring Pornography Effects
· Evaluate the plausibility of theoretically based hypotheses and corresponding measures of assumed effects of pornography

· Evaluate the plausibility of participant informed insights and corresponding measures of assumed effects of pornography

· Consider the fit or lack of fit of theoretically based and participant informed hypotheses and measures of assumed effects of pornography and the implications of correspondence or lack of correspondence of the two in evaluating the adequacy of outcome measures
· Determine the impact of narrative induced bias on the selection of narrowly focused measures of outcomes of pornography
· Consider all aspects of research design in relation to the statistical power, attrition, social desirability, subject awareness, and ecological validity of experimental exposure to pornographic stimuli and assessments of its effects
· Consider whether research concerning asserted effects of pornography has sampled the appropriate subject population in relation to generalization of results and comprehensive understanding of effects of pornography
�TAYLOR, I’VE REORDERED AND REVISED THIS TABLE TO FLOW IN SOME CASES FROM THE GENERAL AND MORE IMPORTANT TO THE SPECIFIC AND MORE PARTICULAR. YOU MAY WANT TO JUST REDO THIS TABLE IF YOU AGREE WITH WHAT I’VE DONE.





