
 ix

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

I would like to thank everyone who has contributed to the conduct of my research. My 
special thanks goes to my supervisors, Professors Rosa Greaves and Noreen Burrows. 
Th roughout these six years, they each contributed to the realisation of this work. Several 
times we met in Glasgow to comment on the diff erent chapters. Especially, Rosa Greaves 
has helped me signifi cantly in diff erent kinds of ways during the fi nal few months, 
which were really hard. Her help was a substantial element in the realisation of the PhD. 
I thank also Yseult Marique, who read the whole text and made some fundamental 
comments, which improved the text. A special thanks goes to the examiners of my Viva 
Professors Tom Mullen and Martin Trybus, who added some precious remarks which 
improved the content of the PhD.

Some people also granted material help. I thank them also: Johan Herbots and the law 
offi  ce Monard-D’Hulst. Major material support I got from my parents, who were my 
fi rst source of inspiration to work hard. Th ey also gave me opportunities in my youth 
and encouraged me to start university studies. Jan Ghysels granted me the freedom to 
fi nish this PhD. Last but not least, I also thank my secretary at the Université de 
Louvain, Marie-Elise Bouchonville, and Ann-Sophie Vanwinsen, who structured the 
text, verifi ed the footnotes and the bibliography.

Finally, I thank those who have demonstrated a lot of patience during the last years of 
this PhD. Mainly, weekends and holidays were spent on this text. Every time the family 
left  on holiday, place was made for a pile of books and photocopies. A special thanks to 
my son, Chiron, and my wife, Goddy Haerden. My wife has motivated me to accomplish 
this work, although she suff ered the most. I hope she can forgive me. I dedicate this 
book to her.


